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From the IBPA Co-Presidents
The new year for GWIB kicked off on Tuesday,
January 8, 2013 with the always popular Alumni
Panel. Eight graduates from the class of 2011
shared their impressions and experiences as
college students and addressed how the IB
program helped to prepare them for college.
Please see page 3 for more.

see page 5 for photos and a complete description
from the Welcome Fest Committee.
And not to slow up, the next IBPA meeting will be
February 12 in the community room. This is a
return visit from good friend and alumni parent
Pam Wakefield. Pam was a deputy district
attorney in the juvenile court system in Arapahoe
County and she has insights and information for
all of us to think about in this ever changing world
that our children are growing up in. Her
presentation, “When Good Kids Do Bad Things” is
an evening for students and parents that you
won’t want to miss.
This spring will be busy too as we start to plan for
the senior brunch and IB exams. Information will
be coming in the next month or so about
proctoring IB exams and planning for graduation.
Enjoy the winter months and rest up for a busy
spring to come.

—Cora Neslin and Leslie B. Lilly Wollins

IBPA Co-Presidents

IB Parent Association Monthy
Meetings 2012-13

We went right from the Alumni Panel to the
Welcome Fest which was held on Wednesday,
January 30. The annual Welcome Fest is an
opportune time for prospective students to get a
sense of the energy and offerings at GW – from
clubs to sports and everything in between. Please

February 12: Guest Speakers Dana and Pam
Wakefield, “When Good Kids Make Bad
Decisions”
March: No meeting
April 9: Mandatory Junior meeting
April 17: Mandatory Sophomore meeting/CAS
Fair
April (TBA): Freshman Orientation
May (TBA): Book Buy Back and Sale



diehards were present for the full day and were integral in
making sure all went according to plan.

Please keep your IB
Broadcaster contributions
coming to Paul Day-Lucore, at
pkdaylu@gmail.com.

Sadly, the day did not end well for the Broncos, but the
Speech and Debate Team can brag about its success as a
tournament host.

—Maryrose Kohan, Speech and Debate Coach

Coming Events
Feb 11&13
Feb 18
Feb 19
Mar 25
Mar 25-29

Parent-Teacher
Conferences
Presidents’ Day
(no classes)
DPS Professional day (no
classes)
César Chávez day observed (no school)
Spring Break (no school)

GWIB GWIB

KUDOS!

GW was proudly (and loudly) represented at Denver’s
annual Tuba Christmas concert by Maggie Eronimous, IB
Freshman. On December 23 at Skyline Park downtown, over
300 tuba players participated in the hour-long concert,
including many area middle, high-school, and college
students. GW Instrumental music director, Mr. Arichea,
joined Maggie for the performance.

GWIB GWIB

Debate Team News

On Saturday, January 12, in the midst of sub-zero
temperatures
and
the
Broncos’ playoff game, the
GW Speech and Debate Team
hosted its annual Speech and
Debate Tournament, The
Patriot Games.
Over 500 competitors from 37
schools attended this now very popular event. The GW
team members and parents showed their support en masse
by helping with the tournament logistics, judging, and
making sure everyone from the competitors to the judges
and coaches were well fed. The day began with some
arriving as early as 6 AM for set-up and finally ended around
9 PM when the last of the tables was put away. A handful of

•
•
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Save the Date: CAS Fair

April 17; 6:30-7:30 PM in the Gym.
Mandatory meeting for sophomores and their
parents. Welcoming all parents of all grades.
Seniors will be sharing their 18 months of CAS

Donate to the Friends of IB Scholars Foundation:

You can contribute online at: https://secure.qgiv.com/for/friendsofibdues/
Or download the form at:

http://georgeib.com/wp1/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/Friends_of_IB_Donation_Form_2012_10.pdf
and mail the completed form with your check to:
Friends of IB Scholars Foundation
c/o John Murray, Treasurer
1243 South Williams Street
Denver, Colorado 80210.

Save the date—Senior Brunch

Sunday, May 5.
Volunteers needed! Please contact Jody Kerr at 303-748-1963

2

IB Office: 720-423-8626

CAS and College Admissions
How do highly selective colleges and universities decide
between the many high achieving students in rigorous high
school classes? What distinguishes one “A” student from
another? Extracurriculars, such as activities used for the IB
Creativity, Action, Service (CAS) requirement, have become
very important in selective college admission. For this
reason, beginning with the current junior class, Marjorie
Lane, our CAS Coordinator, will include a letter of
recommendation for IB students based on their CAS
activities and self-reflections in ManageBac.
Students should be selecting CAS activities that show their
diverse interests (i.e. Speech and Debate, Soccer, Habitat
for Humanity). Their on-going reflections should be on their
learning, not on their doing. Good CAS reflections can be
used later as a starting point for college essays, elaborating
on “Ah-ha” moments during interviews, showing examples
of personal growth and “out of the box” thinking.
While many high achieving students are involved in a
variety of sports, clubs, and organizations, on-going selfreflection about personal learning and growth is unique to
the CAS requirement. The CAS letter of
recommendation will highlight this
unique experience for the colleges and
universities.
DON’T FORGET THE CAS FAIR ON APRIL 17TH FROM 6:307:30.

International Baccalaureate Latino
Association (IBLA)
Ten members of the IBLA are spending free time raising
money for a spring break trip to NY and Philadelphia. Many
members of IBLA will be the first in their families to attend
college; some will be the first to graduate high school. All
are high-achieving students in the IB program and active
members of the GWHS community. The ten participating
students had to apply for the trip with an essay, a GPA of
3.5 or above, and participation in IBLA and fund raising.
The students held bake sales, had a luncheon for the
faculty, and spent one Saturday making 700 tamales to sell
to friends and faculty. They are currently writing letters to
ask for sponsorship and working on new fundraising ideas.
They are close to their goal thanks to donations from: Peak
Learning Solutions ($1500), Diane Davidson ($500), Carla
Witt and family ($500), an anonymous $500 donation, and
the DPS College Readiness Fund, as well as Carolyn Faselt
of Carrot Incentive Travel.
Students are planning to visit NYU, Columbia, Vassar,
Swarthmore, Penn, Villanova, Lehigh, and Haverford.
Former GWIB students at those institutions will be meeting
with the group during these visits: Matt Zavislan (Vassar),
Angie Neslin (Columbia), Keenan Black (Lehigh), Heather
Yin (Villanova), Davis Berlind (Penn), Sarah Wolberg
(Haverford), and Amelia Kucic & Olivia Edwards
(Swarthmore).

(made payable to the IB Foundation) to Marjorie Lane in
the IB Office. You can contact Ms. Lane at 720-423-8829 for
more information.

Volunteer Proctors needed for IB Exams in May

Seniors and some juniors will be taking IB examinations
during May. IBO has stringent guidelines for the conduct of
these exams, and meeting them is a logistical challenge
that Mrs. Geimer manages to meet every year – but she
needs our help to do it.
Parents, this is a golden opportunity to get an insider’s
glimpse of the IB External Assessment experience. Please
consider volunteering to proctor (“invigilate,” in IB-speak)
one or more of the May exams.

For more info and to volunteer to proctor, contact
Elaine Tintera at dtelainet@msn.com.

January 8 Alumni Panel

There is Life after IB!

Lack of personal space and learning how to handle
confrontation with roommates were just two of the issues
discussed at a very lively IB Alumni Panel Night held in early
January. Eight alumni from the class of 2011 spoke to a
packed community room of current IB students and
parents and gave their insights on the transition from high
school to university.
The alumni were from in state and out of state schools, big
schools and small schools, gap year and transfer students
and everything in between. The discussion was moderated
by parent Peggy Morse. The alumni were insightful and
had valuable comments to make on everything from the
preparation IB gave them to showing up for 8 AM classes.
We are grateful that these exceptional students gave up
one night of their holiday break to share their observations
with us.
Pictured above (left to right):
Back Row: Meagan Swisher (CU-Denver), Amelia Kucic
(Swarthmore), Grace Michaels (Tufts), Bemnet Dechasa
(Emory), Kelce Gerlits (CSU); Front row: Matt Symonds
(Cal-Berkeley), Matt Webb (Lewis & Clark); Not Pictured:
Erica Czajka (Coe)

If you would like to contribute, please send your checks
http://www.georgeib.com
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Stephen Lacks,
Extraordinary Teacher
The GWIB Program is proud to congratulate Stephen Lacks,
IB Mathematics teacher, for his recognition at a Denver
Public Schools District
reception on Thursday,
January
31,
2013.
Superintendent
of
Schools Tom Boasberg
and the School District
were honoring “extraordinary teachers in recognition of
their contributions and exceptional academic growth.”
Only 17 teachers in the DPS have achieved this level of
consistent student growth for six consecutive years. Mr.
Lacks is one of those 17. George Washington and our IB
Program are fortunate to have him on our staff working to
improve student achievement. Kudos to Steve!

—Suzanne Geimer

GWIB Congratulates 2012-13 Jack
and Jill Denver Chapter Beautillion
Participants
George Washington IB was well represented in the recent
2012-13 Beautillion sponsored by the Denver Chapter of
Jack and Jill of America Inc. IB Senior, Langston A. Williams
was one of 24 outstanding young men from the
metropolitan Denver area honored as a Beau. He was also
the winner of the Beautillion's community service essay
contest. Langston was escorted by IB Junior, Jahnee J.E.
Hughes. IB Sophomore, Brianne Murray also served as an
escort for this formal event. GW Principal Michael Johnson
and Future Center Counselor Michael Jennings were in
attendance.
The Denver Jack and Jill Beautillion has been recognizing
outstanding African American high school males that have
excelled in academics, leadership, community service and
athletics since 1983.
Congratulations Langston, Jahnee and Brianne! We are
proud of you and your accomplishments.

Jahnee and Langston

Brianne
Beautillion Photos courtesy of James Rowe
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Welcome Fest
This year's Welcome Fest held on Wednesday, January 30, 2013, was a total
success. Thanks to all the clubs and sports teams that participated. Over 200
students and potential new families attended the grand event and enjoyed
networking and visiting booths managed by GW students, while sipping
water and munching on pizza
and baked goods.
Dr. More's infamous Chemistry
demonstration was explosive
as usual and the Chemistry
Club ensured that the audience was mystified and well entertained.
Upon leaving the demonstration, one student said, "Who would have
thought that Chemistry could be so fun?"
The School Store was busy selling GW sweatshirts, t-shirts, sweat pants
and other school spirit items. Many of our incoming freshmen will be
well prepared for their first day of school with their green and white paraphernalia.
The North Lobby was rocking from the beats of the GW Drumline, chants
from the GW PEP Club, a precision drill team demonstration by the Jr.
ROTC, and the Welcome Cheer and school song performed by the GW
Cheerleaders. Guests also got a sneak peek of the all-school musical Fiddler
on the Roof cast members in their costumes as they mixed and mingled
with the crowd.
Incoming parents had the
opportunity to meet our
principal, Mr. Michael Johnson
and several members of the GW faculty, administration and staff,
including Mrs. Geimer, Ms. Lane and members of the boards of the IB
Parent Association and Foundation.
Special thanks to the GW students and custodial staff for their help in
setting up, tearing down and cleaning up the Welcome Fest area. We
also want to give a major shout out to the groups, sponsors and
individuals that made this event such a success.
—The Welcome Fest Committee
Club/Team

Sponsor/Coach

Club/Team

Sponsor/Coach

AVID Club

Ms. Michelle Rosen

Football

Mr. Fred Harris

Baseball

Mr. Jon Yacovetta

Softball

Mr. Bradley Cornish

Boys & Girls Swimming

Mr. Mark Johnston

Student Leadership

Ms. Meryl Perlman

Boys Soccer

Mr. Jeff Zinke

Volleyball

Ms. Angela Danley

Boys Tennis

Mr. Ken Mason

IBBO

Mr. Michael Jennings

Wrestling

Mr. Luis Garcia

IB Books and Nooks

Ms. Debi Roads

Cheerleaders

Ms. Shenae McKelvin

IB Latino Association (IBLA)

Ms. Marjorie Lane

Chess Club

Mr. Randy Shepler

Jewish Student Union

Ms. Meryl Perlman

Destination Imagination

Mr. Patrick McHugh

Jr. ROTC

Mr. John Russell

Elite Patriot Dancers

Ms. Alyssa Tucker

Lacrosse

Mr. Matt Miller

Expressions Club

Ms. Michelle Rosen

Mock Trial

Ms. Anna Fryer

FBLA

Ms. Sarah Ozee

PEP Club

Ms. Michelle Rosen

Girls Basketball

Tommie Beal

Pun Club

Mr. Shane McArdle

Girls Tennis

Mr. Jeff Zinke

School Store

Ms. Kathy Gile

Greenhouse Club

Mr. Joshua Vinlove

Robotics

Mr. Randy Shepler

Boys Track

Mr. Bruce Reed

Speech and Debate

Ms. Maryrose Kohan

Drumline

Ms. Alyssa Tucker

VOICE

Ms. Michelle Rosen

http://www.georgeib.com
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THE IB COLLEGE COUNSELING CORNER
SENIORS: Please take a moment to drop by the IB Office to share your college admission news with Mrs.
Geimer and/or Ms. Cassidy. We wish you all the best in the coming weeks, as you hear from more of your
target colleges.
PARENTS OF SENIORS: You should be hard at work on financial aid applications, including the FAFSA, CSS
Profile, and/or specific college forms. Some excellent advice can be found on Peter Van Buskirk’s blog at
http://www.theadmissiongame.com/blog/archives/790.
JUNIORS AND PARENTS OF JUNIORS: Please pay particular attention to the information below!
From Ms. Cassidy – GW’s IB Counselor:
IMPORTANT INFORMATION ON UPCOMING EVENTS
FREE: We are so fortunate to have Rusty Haynes, a college consultant/counselor, available to us on
Saturdays at no cost to our families. Rusty and I have been working together and collaborating with
students and their parents to assist with the college planning process. Working together and meeting
with the family on Saturdays also assists with my in house college counseling of the IB juniors and
seniors. After those conferences, I have a better sense of the family’s questions and the student’s college
plans. Appointments are scheduled through Rusty Haynes at collegemasters@comcast.net. Mr. Haynes
travels from Colorado Springs on Saturdays to meet with our students so please respect his time and try
to keep any appointments. If you have not yet scheduled an appointment, take advantage of this
fabulous resource we have available to us. See his letter below for more details.
SUCCESS TOOL KIT: In-house spring workshops are currently in the planning stage for our juniors. Workshops will include Test
Preparation for the ACT/SAT standardized tests, reviewing The Common Application, and essay writing. We are still working on
the details for times and dates; look for flyers that will be delivered to our juniors within the next week.
NAVIANCE REQUIREMENTS: All students are required by DPS to enter information each year into Naviance. If students have not
completed it already, I will be meeting with students in the computer lab in February to complete this graduation requirement.
PSAT 2013: The first week in February sophomores will receive information to sign up for the PSAT (National Merit Scholarship
Qualifying Test) given in the fall of their junior year. The fee for the exam is $20. All fees will need to be paid this year so the
correct number of tests can be ordered for the fall. All IB juniors should be taking the exam.
And from Mr. Haynes – GWIB’s College Consultant:
Dear George IB Students:
Currently I am meeting with juniors and their families on Saturdays in the George IB Office, so I encourage you to set
up an appointment if you are interested in getting together. If Saturday is not a convenient day, please feel free to email your inquiries or questions to me or schedule a phone consult. My preferred method of contact is via e-mail
because it is usually quicker: I can be reached at collegemasters@comcast.net. If e-mail is not convenient, my direct
phone numbers are 719-576-9487 and 719-232-5305. I look forward to hearing from you.
I have recently included a number of digital seminar presentations on the George IB website discussing various topics
related to both college admission and the college application process. Specific topics include career exploration, test
preparation, the financial aid process, etc. Hopefully, this information will help you to develop a more in-depth
perspective.
Juniors should currently be focused on researching colleges and scholarship opportunities, maintaining or improving
their grade point averages, and preparing for the upcoming college entrance exams such at the ACT, SAT or SAT Subject
Tests. It is also important to identify one’s particular test of strength by utilizing the results of previous standardized
tests such as the PSAT and the PLAN to make a decision. It is important to always begin the process by conducting an
item analysis and exploring individual weaknesses revealed by these test results. The upcoming dates for the SAT, the
SAT Subject Tests and the ACT can be found under the college testing tab located on the George IB website. Hopefully,
the new test preparation handouts located at the bottom of the college testing page on the IB website will also prove
helpful.
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If you do not have a list of colleges to research at this point in time, please consider utilizing the college search engine
found on collegeboard.com. There are many college search engines currently available on the web; however, I feel that
Big Future, the College Board search engine, is perhaps the simplest and quickest. Please keep in mind that it is very
IB Office: 720-423-8829

important to utilize more than one objective college search engine, so you might also consider using other websites
such as Naviance or ACT.org as well. I encourage you to utilize a couple of subjective search engines such as college
prowler.com and review.com as well.
It is very important to meet with college admission representatives whenever possible, especially those who read all of
their college’s applications originating in Colorado. This can be accomplished by visiting with those representatives who
drop by the school or by attending the upcoming RMACAC/Colorado Council Denver College Fair hosted by the
University of Denver, 1-3:30 pm. Information sessions addressing specific topics are also offered throughout the day.
Information regarding the fair can be found at http://www.rmacac.org/index.php/page/denvercollegefa.
I hope this information proves helpful and I look forward to meeting with you. Please feel free to contact me, if you
have any questions or concerns, or if you would like to set up an appointment.
Warmest regards,
Rusty Haynes

IMPORTANT COLLEGE DATES AND DEADLINES
Now: Submit all financial aid application materials according to each college’s timetable
March 31: Virtually all college decisions are mailed or posted online by this date. Financial aid packages typically arrive simultaneously, or
within a week of the acceptance.
April 14: Spring College Fair aimed at juniors and interested sophomores, University of Denver, 1-3:30 pm.
April 23: State-mandated ACT testing for all juniors. GW arranges registration and fees, and the test is administered during the school day.
Please note that this version of the ACT does not include the optional Writing Test.
May 1: Deadline to respond to colleges that have offered admission, with a confirmation deposit (typically $200‐500) to the chosen school.
June 2: “What’s My Story” Workshop for junior wishing extra help preparing their applications, offered by Peter Van Buskirk for a fee, with an
Early Bird discount before April 22. http://www.theadmissiongame.com/wms-workships.php

SPRING 2013 STANDARDIZED TESTING SCHEDULE
Standardized Test

Test Date

Registration
Deadline

Late (added fee)
Registration

ACT with writing option
SAT (no Subject Tests)
ACT with writing option
ACT without writing (CO ACT)
SAT or Subject Tests
SAT or Subject Tests
ACT with writing option

February 9
March 9
April 13
April 23
May 4
June 1
June 8

passed
passed
February 8
February 22
March 8
March 22
Automatic and free for all juniors
April 5
April 19
May 2
May 17
May 3
May 17

NB: No SAT/ACT testing during the summer. Testing resumes in the fall; dates TBA.
—Linda During, College Counseling Co-Chair

http://www.georgeib.com
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Contact Information
2012-2013 IB Parents Association Board of Directors
2012-13 Co-Presidents
Secretary/Historian
Treasurer
Senior Brunch Chair
Student Directory Chair
Teacher Appreciation-Chair
Eighth Grade Welcome Fest Chair
Freshman Orientation Chair
IB Ambassadors Chair
Broadcaster Editor
CSC Representative
Photographer
Picnic Chair
Proctor Coordinator
Spring Book Sale & Buy Back
College Counseling
Alumni Representative
Distinguished Teacher Chair
Volunteer Coordinator Chair
Web Site & Public Relations
Friends of IB Foundation President
Friends of IB Foundation Secretary

Leslie B. Lilly (Wollins) 303-910-0910, snillow@comcast.net
Cora Neslin 303-722-7238, dcnesl@comcast.net
Leslie B. Lilly (Wollins) 303-910-0910, snillow@comcast.net
John Murray 303-885-1241, jm1241@gmail.com
Jody Kerr, 303-748-1963, jody.kerr@husqvarnagroup.com
Gail Saxton 303-377-2955, gailsaxton@comcast.net
Leslie B. Lilly (Wollins) 303-910-0910, snillow@comcast.net
Linda Williams, 303-752-2477, lindasue222@comcast.net
open
Cora Neslin, 303-722-7238, dcnesl@comcast.net
Paul Day-Lucore, 303-361-6480, pkdaylu@gmail.com
Dave Neslin, 303-722-7238, dcnesl@comcast.net
Alexandra Wollins, 9knots@comcast.net
Elaine Tintera, dtelainet@msn.com
Leslie B. Lilly (Wollins) 303-910-0910, snillow@comcast.net
Linda During, 303-671-5225, lindaduring@gmail.com
Linda During, 303-671-5225, lindaduring@gmail.com
open
open
Kelly Morrison, kellymorrison2@gmail.com
Tom Zeiler, thomaswilliamzeiler@gmail.com

____________________________________________________________________________________________

IB Coordinator
IB Administrative Assistant
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Suzanne Geimer, 720-423-8884, Suzanne_Geimer@dpsk12.org
Marjie Lane, 720-423-8829, Marjorie_Lane@dpsk12.org

IB Office: 720-423-8829

