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FROM CO-PRESIDENTS LESLIE LILLY AND CORA NESLIN
The school year for IB students has taken off with
tremendous energy as is evidenced by the myriad of
activities taking place in the IB office every day.
Students are busy signing up for IB exams to be held in
the spring, shadow guests are being picked up by their
shadow hosts, students are tutoring other students,
college essays are being reviewed by parent volunteers,
students are studying…… And this is just in the IB office!
From academics to sports, clubs and social events, life
for our IB students is BUSY.
In the midst of this busy life as parents of IB students,
we slow down a bit to give thanks for our GWIB
program and the students and families that make up
this special community. Strong programs have strong
leaders, and we are very thankful for the strong
leadership provided by Suzi Geimer and Marjorie Lane.
We are also thankful that DPS had the foresight to bring
the IB program to GW over twenty-five years ago and
continues to support the program to this day.

We are thankful for all of the parents who volunteer at
GW in ways big and small – from providing meals to
drama students to judging at speech and debate meets
and selling concessions at sporting events, all of the
parent involvement enhances our students’ high school
experience.
We are also thankful for all of you who have already
paid you voluntary dues and made donations to the IB
Foundation which funds the activities of the IBPA. Your
dues and donations fund everything from scholarships
for IB exams to paying for part of Marjorie Lane’s salary.
Please consider including the IB Foundation for giving
above and beyond the dues amount of $40 in your yearend giving. The dues and donation form can be found
on page xx.
Wishing you all very Happy Thanksgiving!

—Cora Neslin and Leslie Lilly
IBPA Co-Presidents

IB RECRUITING AND SHADOWING
The recruiting and shadowing programs for GWIB are in
full swing, and IB parents and students are doing their
part to help Ms. Geimer and Ms. Lane attract a strong
class for next year. Marjie Lane is heading up the
shadow program once again and appointments are full
for the remainder of the semester. Our shadow guests
are greeted in the morning by parents Jamie Sarche,
Jennifer Wiener and Cora Neslin before they spend time
with sophomore students Nathan Quarton, Tiye
Garrett-Mills and Emma Theis answering questions
about life in IB. Current ninth grade shadow hosts pick
up their shadows between first and second periods and
they spend the rest of the day with our guests taking
them to classes as well as letting them know why they
like GWIB. Follow up phone calls are made to parents,
and frequently parents state what a great day their kids
had at GW. THANK YOU ninth grade shadow hosts for
making such a positive impression on our guests.

Recruiting students to GWIB is also taking place at
school fairs and the many High School Information
Nights being held at middle schools across the city in
October and November. To date we have attended
events at Graland, Stanley British Primary/Logan/
Denver Montclair International Academy, Ricks,
Highline Academy, Hamilton, St. Anne’s, Stapleton and
the city wide DPS Fair. Upcoming events will be at
Morey and Hill. Alumni from the schools mentioned
attend the information sessions and without fail, after
our IB students speak or answer questions for eighth
grade parents, parents are so impressed that they want
their children to check out GW.
As always, IB parents and students are our best
ambassadors for the program. So do your part to keep
the positive buzz about GWIB going, and let the
community know what a great education our students
are getting at GW!

NO SHUTDOWN FOR IB: REAP YOUR TAX BENEFITS!
We are nearing the end of the 2013 tax year. Any
donation you make now to the Friends of IB Scholars
Foundation – a 501(c)(3) non-profit, charitable
organization – is tax-deductible. That means that any
contribution you make until midnight December 31 will
apply to your taxes this year.
Let me be clear about the benefits. First, IB would
receive a much-needed boost from you to fund the
myriad of teacher requests for educational materials
and teaching development aids. That funding directly
benefits your student(s) and the program as a whole.

responsible use of your money. And why not donate
part of your taxes directly to a program of your choice,
rather than losing control of its destination at the
federal level? And, think of how good you will feel as
the nation approves of your support for education.
So, do the right thing, while helping our country:
contribute generously to your IB Program. Any level of
donation - $10, $25, $100, $1,000, and up is welcome!!
Please send contributions online at:
https://secure.qgiv.com/for/friendsofibdues/.

Second, the IB Scholars Foundation would be greatly
helped by adding to our reserve account for times of
need, emergency requests, and the like. We also are
hoping to build an endowment to place IB finances on a
permanent footing that will redound to our future
students and our teachers who will be with us for years.
Your donation (beyond your $40 mandatory dues) will
go far toward meeting that objective.

Or mail:
Friends of IB Scholars Foundation
c/o John Murray, Treasurer
1243 South Williams Street
Denver, Colorado 80210.

Third, donations are both fiscally wise, patriotic, and
morally sound! As the federal government grapples
with debt ceilings and shutdowns, let Congress and the
President hear your voice by donating to IB – a

Tom Zeiler
President, Friends of IB Scholars Foundation
thomaswilliamzeiler@gmail.com

Happy holiday season, and thank you for your support
of the GW IB program!

WHOLE FOODS BAG PROGRAM
-updateTo date, the Whole Foods Bag Program has generated
$542 for GW!
Please continue to bring your own reusable bags when
shopping at the Whole Foods in Glendale, and ask for
the bag credit to go to GWHS!

http://www.georgeib.com
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THIS AND THAT…
IB Directory Volunteer needed!
Want to volunteer? Have some time at the beginning of the school year?
Want to do something on your own schedule?
After 5 years compiling the GWHS IB Directory, my second child will be
graduating from the GWIB program. Yeah! We are looking for someone to
take over the job of IB Directory chair person. Some competency with
Microsoft Excel is essential. This is a once per year job which takes
approximately 40- 80 hours between the end of summer and mid October.
The job involves collecting and inputting data for approximately 100
freshmen, confirming family data for upperclassmen, and coordinating with
the IB office regarding other students entering or exiting the IB program.
Data include student name, grade, home phone number, parent names,
parent email addresses, and home addresses. The directory is then printed
at the DPS headquarters building in the Ricoh Printing center. If you are
interested in taking over, or in more information, about this important
position contact Gail Saxton via email at gailsaxton@comcast.net or on my
cell 303.908.5854. Many thanks!

Senior Pictures and Baby Dedications are due Nov.
18th. The Yearbook staff will be collecting CDs and
fees all day outside Rm. 15. Parents, please check out
our website for pricing and details!
www.georgewashingtonyearbook.yolasite.com
The art trip to France and Spain is taking
place this June. Ms. O’Ryan is looking for
high school students (not just from GW but
other schools as well) who want to have
their lives changed and horizons
broadened. Visit the link and sign up
today: www.eftours.com/1267664

http://www.georgeib.com

HOST FAMILIES NEEDED
GW will have about 20 guests in
April 2014, visiting from our sister
city of Brest, France. These
students will need host families
during their visit. If you are
interested, please contact our
French teacher:
Elizabeth_ward@dpsk12.org
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DO YOU SPEAK IB-ESE?
The International Baccalaureate Diploma Program has a language of its own. To help you navigate some of this jargon,
read the following definitions for some of the most commonly-used IB terms that you will hear from your students and
their IB teachers.

The Hexagon: (Now a circle!) the subjects and
activities which comprise the courseload and extracurricular activities of an IB Diploma student. All
students must complete a course in each of the six
subject groups( or two from groups 3 or 4), as well as
complete internal assessments, and oral and written
examinations in each of these six subjects. The Arts are
assessed through portfolios, performances and
recorded oral explication of a body of work.
 Group 1-studies in language and literature: all GW
IB students take Higher Level English-Literature.
 Group 2-language acquisition: students must study
a language other than their mother tongue. French
and Spanish are offered in GW’s IB and are designed
to provide students with competency in using the
language as well as intercultural understanding
through collaborative and independent learning.
 Group 3-Individuals and societies: social studies!
 Group 4- sciences
o Group 4 Project: a collaborative project among
all sciences. Students work in groups to
examine a central science issue through the
lens of chemistry, biology, environmental
science or physics. Students create a display
board and defend their research during a half
day presentation.
 Group 5-mathematics
 Group 6- the Arts: both performing and visual arts
are offered at GW.
The 6 groups are surrounded in the diagram by the
concepts of International mindedness and approaches
to teaching and learning, both essential elements of a
globally focused and intentional pedagogy.
The Core: The following requirements are at the core
of the Diploma program:
 TOK-theory of Knowledge; students examine how
knowledge is a human construction. The class is
taken second semester of grade 11 and first
semester of grade 12.

http://www.georgeib.com



EE/Extended Essay : an original piece of research
that results in an essay of 4,000 words. Students
select their subject and topic and begin their essay
in grade 11 and finish it in grade 12.
CAS- Creativity, Action, and Service: a requirement
to be involved in extracurricular activities with three
strands. Students must reflect on the outcomes of
their activities and plan and participate in a project
in grade 12.

HL and SL: Higher and standard level; each Diploma
student must take 3 HL and 3 SL courses. HL courses
are always two years; SL’s can be one or two years.
Think of a major and minor for HL and SL.
Concurrency: the guiding concept that dictates that all
courses and the core requirements should be part of
the student’s school experience throughout grade 11
and 12. For example, CAS must be an 18 month
reflection process, rather than a project ‘gotten out of
the way’ in a couple of months.
Paper: parts of the external examination. Most subjects
have 2 or 3 papers, taken consecutively or with a gap of
several days.
These papers are listed on the
examination calendar.
To sit a paper: to take a written examination. Students
take 6 exams, each is scored from 1-7. A total of 24
points is generally required to earn the IB diploma.
There are exceptions which are explained in a
document referred to as “failing conditions.”
Diploma: designation of a senior student in our
program. All GW IB students are diploma students. GW
IB is a full diploma package that cannot be taken
through a selection of piecemeal individual IB courses.
Diploma also refers to the document the student earns
at the end of final assessment period. This document is
in addition to a Denver Public Schools diploma certifying
the completion of high school graduation requirements.
Anticipated: the status of a junior student planning on
continuing to the final year of the diploma program .
Anticipated students may not sit more than 2 exams in
grade 11 and some students do not sit any exams in
grade 11.
continued on page 5
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SPEAK IB-ESE? continued from page 4
IA: internal assessment. Assignments throughout the
course that are sampled and mailed to examiners world
wide. These take the form of oral examinations, lab
reports, portfolio projects, argumentative essays, and
other original written artifacts.
PG: predicted marks. IB teachers are required to
calculate what score each student might earn on the
summative IB assessments. These marks are generally
not shared with the students.

Program Evaluation: all IB programs undergo a formal
evaluation and self study every 5 years. The evaluation
is conducted by school stakeholders and reviewed by an
international committee. A report follows the
evaluation year and contains commendations,
recommendations, and matters to be addressed.
Suzi Geimer, IB Coordinator

Moderation: Part of the scrutiny the program receives
during assessment. Teachers’ IA and Predicted marks
are measured against an international standard and
adjusted to a strict rubric.
Exam results: The results of May’s exams are released
via website in July. Student access their scores through
a personal identification number. Results are
electronically sent to colleges and universities of
graduating students.

Upcoming GWIB Events
November 5
November 11-12
November 12
November 13

IB Parent Meeting, 6:30-8:30
No school for students
Patriot Parent Meeting, 5:30
Financial Aid night, 6:30-7:30

Download the complete DPS Calendar at
http://www.dpsk12.org/calendars/

FORGOT YOUR TEXTBOOK? NO PROBLEM.
The Freshmen Class has experienced many changes
during their transition to high school, one of which
includes the purchase and use of a NOOK. As the PB
Biology teacher, there have been challenges and
rewards for the integration of this technology into the
classroom for both the students and myself. One of the
key benefits to the use of these e-readers is the
opportunity to eliminate the hassle and costs of
traditional textbooks. In my class we are making use of
an open source, online resource called ck12.org.
Through this website I created a customized “textbook”
with only content specific to our course which the
students can download directly onto their NOOKS. This
“textbook” has videos, animations, practice quizzes, and
helpful links embedded into the readings which are
conveniently broken up into easily processed concepts.
http://www.georgeib.com

Based on student feedback from the last three years, I
have found this format makes the course content more
understandable for students. Another benefit is having
current examples and updates in the content itself since
the material is reviewed regularly. The support staff for
this non-profit company is exceptional. In fact, several
science teachers in the building that use ck12.org in
their classrooms participated in a conference call that
helped us learn more about the capabilities of the
program and to provide feedback about its
effectiveness. The use of ck12.org and other online
resources continues to be a learning process for me and
a real-world skill building process for the students.
Linnea Mulder, Teacher
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NEW FACES…FAMILIAR PLACES
In our IB program we have five teachers new to GW this year. Three will be profiled this month, and two in the next
issue. Please say “hi” when you see them in the halls!
Joseph Bolz hails from Illinois with 13 years of teaching
under his belt. He holds an undergraduate degree from
the University of Illinois and a Master's degree from
Aurora University and is currently working on his
Doctorate in Curriculum and Instruction at DU. His first
8 years teaching were in Illinois. He then moved to
Colorado 5 years ago and taught at a charter school in
Westminster until joining GW this school year. He is a
National Board Certified Teacher, Math Department
Chair, teaches AP Calculus (AB & BC), Honors PreCalculus, Algebra 1 and IB Math Studies 12th. He and his
wife have two daughters - 2 1/2 and 6 months old.
When he can find the time he enjoys carpentry and
reading. He has taught some woodworking to some of
his more lucky students; perhaps some GW students
may get the same opportunity.

Rachel Farley

Mark Snyder hails from Allentown, Pennsylvania. He
teaches freshman Intro to Literature, sophomore American Literature and IB Psychology. He holds
both a BA and a Masters Degree in English from
Millersville University and is enthusiastically pursuing
finishing his Ph.D by May 2014 through Northcentral
University. He has held a variety of positions in the
education field - associate director of admissions for a
college, taught at a community college, taught 7th
grade in Tampa, Florida, and has also taught 11th and
12th grade at a parochial high school. Mark has run two
marathons and enjoys hot yoga. "Being a teacher is
what I'm supposed to be doing. I can't imagine doing
anything else."
http://www.georgeib.com

Joseph Bolz

Rachel Farley teaches AP Calculus, Algebra 1 and
(freshmen) Pre IB Algebra. This is her third year at GW
which began in 2010 as a student teacher under the
tutelage of both Mr. Lukowski and Ms. Buchanan. She
is from Denver and attended CU Boulder with a triple
undergraduate major - Education, Math and
Communications. She plans on pursuing her MBA this
summer as she aspires to open her own school one day.
While getting to know Rachel for this article her zest
and warmth for learning became transparent when the
parade of at least 10 student visitors came into her
classroom seeking extra help (after school hours). In
addition to her teaching at GW, she is a professional
dancer (swing and salsa) and travels to compete and
also teaches swing dancing.

Mark Snyder
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THE GW BOYS’ TENNIS TEAM

SPEECH AND DEBATE

The youngest GWBTT in over 15 years finished the 2014
campaign by placing fifth in what was acknowledged as
the toughest Regional State Qualifying Tournament at
Redstone Park in Highlands Ranch early in October. Of
the 4 teams who finished ahead of GW three of the
teams scored points in the State Tournament. So
although the finish was disappointing, the competition
the team faced was indeed formidable.
Traditionally the tennis team is composed primarily of
IB students and this year that trend continued. In fact,
20 of the 24 players on the team this year were in the IB
program. Head Coach Ken Mason does not cut players
from the team and tries to make sure everyone who
participates on the team has an opportunity to play in
interscholastic competition. This year all members of
the team played in at least three interscholastic
matches.
Additionally, all 24 players had the
opportunity to play in at least one match against varsity
level competition. Finally, fifteen players earned an
athletic letter! (To letter a player has to play in at least 6
varsity matches, or alternatively if a player wins 4
varsity matches they letter). This represents the largest
number of players to letter in tennis in four years.

Overall the team had a 10 win and 6 loss dual match
record. The Varsity squad led by Senior Eric Valuyev
had a 6 and 5 dual match record losing to four teams
who placed in the top ten at the State Tournament. The
second team coached by Chris Anderson, who teaches
Special Education classes at GW, had a 4 and 1 match
record against varsity squads and a 1 and 1 record
against JV squads. Both squads combined for a 7 and 1
record in the Denver Prep League which was good
enough to place the team second in the DPL. Despite
the relative youth of the team the players experienced
some solid success. Hence the season is a good jumping
off point for greater success in the coming years. The
GW community should look forward to some
outstanding tennis from the GW IB tennis players in the
next few years.
http://www.georgeib.com

Fifteen of GW’s top Speech and Debate competitors just
returned from one of the most prestigious competitions
in the country, the Bronx Tournament, held at the Bronx
High School of Science. The tournament brought
together more than 1,000 elite competitors from
around the country.
GW’s Jack Glaser placed third in Extemporaneous
Speaking. Margaret Schaack clinched a spot in the
semi-finals in Extemporaneous Speaking, while Suzanna
Steele made it to the quarterfinals in the same event.
Jordan Spinelli and Annika Spetnagel were octofinalists
in Public Forum Debate. And Jacob Waters and Aidan
Murray won a coveted spot in the prestigious pretournament competition in Public Forum. This
tournament is known as a “round robin.”
Other GW students who traveled to the Bronx for the
competition include: Jordan Janoff, John Halliday, Alex
Zavislan, Liam Myers, Sarah Papich, Katya OlsonShipyatsky, Nate Bloom, and David Lind.
To learn more about the GW Speech and Debate team
or to keep up with upcoming events, please visit the
team’s website:
http://www.gwhsspeechanddebate.com/

Please give to the Friends of IB Foundation
online at www.georgeib.com
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GATEWAY PROJECT COMPLETED
The Gateway Project to improve the north entrance to
George Washington High School was started more than
5 years ago by the GW Grounds Committee and was
completed on October 4, 2013. Funding for the
Gateway Project came from a grant from the Colorado
Garden Foundation, a grant from Whole Kids
Foundation, numerous private donations, donations
from GW Alumni and Friends, IB Foundation, Patriot
Partners and funds from DPS Facilities. Thank you all!

On October 5, a ribbon cutting ceremony was held to
celebrate the completion of the Gateway Project and
thank the many people that made the project happen.
Parents, teachers, students, members of the community
gathered to listen to introductions by Ann Cuthbertson
(architect/member of GWGC), singing by members of
the Jazz Choir, and a short speech by Lee Ann
Huntington (GWGC). Principal Micheal Johnson and
Trena Dean (Director of DPS Facilities) cut the ribbon.
Gilmore Construction began working in July 2013. The
Gateway project improved the drainage, added lighting,
sidewalk, a bench, landscaping and the beautiful
overhead sign “GWHS – Home of the Patriots”. In an
effort to make the funds go further, the GW Grounds
Committee with the help of Leo O’Donnell
(AmeriCorps), Student Council and Jane Spence,
arranged a planting day on September 21. In a true
group effort, approximately 45 people including
students from various clubs – AVID, NHS, Orchard Club,
parents, teachers and community members helped
plant trees, shrubs and ornamental grasses, spread
mulch and water the new plantings.

Congratulations to GW on a dignified new entry!

All photos courtesy of Antoine Ganivet.

Donor Bricks are still available to help pay for on-going
grounds improvement projects including upkeep of
trees and perennials. http://gwhsgateway.com/

FALL PARENT TEACHER CONFERENCES
Your opinion is important!
Please take a few minutes to complete this survey and
share your feedback:
http://tinyurl.com/PTConf-Feedback
http://www.georgeib.com
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THE IB COLLEGE COUNSELING CORNER
This feature of the Broadcaster helps keep you informed about important dates, activities, and meetings
that are related to the college application process.

STANDARDIZED TEST

TEST DATE

REGISTRATION
DEADLINE

DEADLINE FOR LATE REGISTRATION
(additional fee)

SAT or Subject Tests
ACT with writing option
SAT or Subject Tests
ACT with writing option
SAT only – no Subject Tests
ACT with writing option
ACT without writing option
SAT or Subject Tests
SAT or Subject Tests
ACT with writing option

7-Dec
14-Dec
25-Jan
8-Feb
8-Mar
12-Apr
22-Apr
3-May
7-Jun
14-Jun

8-Nov
22-Nov
8-Nov
22-Nov
27-Dec
10-Jan
10-Jan
24-Jan
7-Feb
21-Feb
7-Mar
21-Mar
Juniors only - registration through GWHS
4-Apr
18-Apr
9-May
23-May
9-May
23-May

Important Upcoming Dates – Please check the GWHS Website Calendar for changes
November 13: Financial Aid Night for 11th and 12th grade parents from 6:30-7:30 in the Community Room.
December 2: Deadline for seniors to submit Regular and Rolling Decision application details to IB Office. Complete your
“Colleges to which I’m applying” list in Naviance now as well.
January 1, 2014: Deadline for submitting Regular Decision applications to many colleges. Again, check your selected
schools’ requirements carefully. Some schools have earlier deadlines if you want to be considered for scholarships. The
FAFSA application becomes available online and should be completed by aid applicants and their parents ASAP.
February 20, 2014: College Meeting for juniors, from 1:20-2:56 PM in the Auditorium.
February 26, 2014: FAFSA Night for 12th grade parents from 5:30-7:30 PM, Room 320-322.
*April 22, 2014: State-mandated ACT testing for all juniors. GW arranges registration and fees, and the test is
administered during the school day. Please note that this version of the ACT does not include the optional Writing Test.
*Student-only events
Leigh Cassidy-Harkelroad is the GWHS counselor for all IB and 10th grade pre-IB students.
She can be contacted by phone at 720-423-8604 or by email at
Leigh_Cassidy-Harkleroad@dpsk12.org.
Jay McCann is the GWHS counselor for 9th grade pre-IB students and he can be reached by
phone at 720-423-8670 or by email at Jeremiah_McCann@dpsk12.org.
Michael Jennings is in the Future Center and can be reached at 720-423-8727 or
Michael_Jennings@dpsk12.org.
The GWHS Counseling Department has developed a website with numerous resources for our students and parents. The
website includes information on all aspects of college admissions, testing and dates, financial aid, as well as other
resources. Please visit us at gwhscounseling.weebly.com to take advantage of this resource.

It is extremely important for students to plan ahead so as not to miss deadlines and not to overwhelm
faculty and administrators with last-minute requests which they may not be able to accommodate.
http://www.georgeib.com
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Contact Information
IB Parents Association Board of Directors
Co-Presidents

Leslie B. Lilly (Wollins)

303-910-0910

snillow@comcast.net

Cora Neslin

303-722-7238

dcnesl@comcast.net

Secretary/Historian

open

Treasurer

John Murray

303-885-1241

jm1241@gmail.com

Senior Brunch Chair

Jody Kerr

303-377-7341

jody.kerr@husqvarna.com

Student Directory Chair

Gail Saxton

303-377-2955

gailsaxton@comcast.net

Teacher Appreciation-Chair

Leslie B. Lilly (Wollins)

303-910-0910

snillow@comcast.net

Eighth Grade Welcome Fest Chair

Terri Learned

303-757-0710

btlearned@hotmail.com

IB Ambassadors Chair

Cora Neslin

303-722-7238

dcnesl@comcast.net

Broadcaster Editor

Paul Day-Lucore

303-361-6480

pkdaylu@gmail.com

Tami Patzer

303-671-9572

tami-p@comcast.net

Shee Hewlitt

620-717-1462

sm_hewlitt@yahoo.com

David H. Wollins

303-758-8900

dhwollins@dhwpc-law.com

Picnic Chair

Jody Kerr

303-377-7341

jody.kerr@husqvarna.com

Proctor Coordinator

Liz Shane

303-322-4661

lizshane1@yahoo.com

Spring Book Sale & Buy Back

Leslie B. Lilly (Wollins)

303-910-0910

snillow@comcast.net

College Counseling

Linda During

303-671-5225

lindaduring@gmail.com

Alumni Representative

Linda During

303-671-5225

lindaduring@gmail.com

Web Site & Public Relations

Kelly Morrison

Friends of IB Foundation President

Tom Zeiler

thomaswilliamzeiler@gmail.com

Friends of IB Foundation Secretary

Robin Semple

303-316-7777

CSC Representatives

kellymorrison2@gmail.com

sempler@yahoo.com

____________________________________________________________________________________________
IB Coordinator
IB Administrative Assistant

http://www.georgeib.com

Suzanne Geimer
Marjie Lane

720-423-8884
720-423-8829

Suzanne_Geimer@dpsk12.org
Marjorie_Lane@dpsk12.org
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