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IB Parent Association News

Welcome to all George Washington IB students and
their families—especially to the 9th graders and first‐
year IB students!
The 2013-2014 school year is off to a great start for the
IB Parents Association (IBPA). The Welcome Picnic was
a fun, well-attended family gathering. A big thank you,
once again, to Jody Kerr (and Tom Kerr!!) for organizing
it – Creekside Park is a beautiful setting for an evening
of ultimate frisbee, football, conversation and food. We
appreciate the faculty taking time from his or her
evening to come and meet the families.
The IB Parents Association Board Members are
dedicated to providing IB students and families with
informative, educational, social and supportive
meetings and gatherings so that all may gain more
knowledge about the IB program and the unique IB
experience. We want everyone to feel a part of the GW
IB community. The IB Parents Association works hard to
support our excellent IB faculty and staff by organizing
teacher appreciation events and coordinating
volunteer time.
There are so many ways to be involved as an IB parent
– the more you’re involved the better the IB program
functions! The IB Parent Association helps to foster
communication and the exchange of ideas: we are allies
for the success of our IB students and our IB program!

IBPA Meetings
Our monthly meetings this year will again be on the
second Tuesday of each month. IB Parents Association
meetings are designed to be educational, informative
meetings, and/or social events to give IB families a
chance to stay connected with other IB students and
parents. The first IB Parents meeting this year will be
Tuesday, October 8 at 6:30 p.m. in the GW auditorium.
This meeting is a mandatory meeting for parents of 9th
graders (freshmen).
The IB Parents Association is a direct way to stay
connected, to be “in the know” and to help our kids

succeed not only as IB students but also as ‘citizens of
the world’. We look forward to sharing time, ideas and
thoughts with you during the year.

Voluntary Dues
The voluntary dues fundraising campaign for the IB
Parents Association is well underway and the response
of GW’s IB families has been great! THANK YOU! Your
generosity again this year ensures that the IB Parents
Association will continue to be a strong and active
group, and that IB students, teachers, staff, and families
will also continue to receive support and benefits. If you
have not yet made a contribution to this year’s dues
campaign, you still have time to do so. The dues enable
the Association to fund programs, activities and
publications sponsored by the Association. The Board
is asking for a minimum contribution of $40 per IB
student. A generous response from our IB families will
help us to keep the IB program and GW as strong as
ever.
Please send your tax-deductible
donation to: John Murray, 1243
South Williams Street, Denver, CO
80210. Checks should be made
payable to “IB Foundation.”

Give to Your Child:
Volunteer with the IB Parents Association

Whether they admit it to you or not, when you volunteer
to help at your student’s school, children notice. And it
means a lot to them – and to the school! You can give a
gift to both by volunteering to help with IB Parent
Association projects. Keep in mind that we all know
everyone is very busy, and as a volunteer you will not be
called on to do too much! IB life is exciting, all‐
encompassing, challenging and rewarding. Your child
thanks you, and GW thanks you!

—Leslie Lilly Wollins and Cora Neslin
IBPA Co-Presidents

Help Us Help Our School
There’s an easy way to help us raise money for our
school. It’s called “Take Charge of Education” and it’s a
program of Target stores. Many of us shop at Target
from time to time. If we use a REDcard (Target credit,
Target debit, or Target Visa credit card) when we shop
there, we can designate as much as 1% be sent to GW!
Click on the link and designate GW to receive this
bonus:

age group. He was also the youngest of the 2600
participates (men and women of all ages). What
this means is that he now is part of the USA
Triathlon Team that is representing the US in the
world competition next year to be held in
Edmonton, Canada. The amazing part of all of this
is that he does not even have a coach and has done
this all on his own.
Congratulations, Steven, and best of luck!

https://www-secure.target.com/redcard/tcoe/home
GWHS received a check for $1,043.69 this year from the
REDcard program, but we could get more with more
participating families. How much would 1% of your past
Target purchases have netted for our school?

A Note from the Newsletter Editor:
With this issue of the Broadcaster, we are
beginning the transition to a new editor. Tami
Patzer has graciously agreed to phase-in as the
new editor during this school year. Tami did most
of the hard work of putting this issue together and
will be a fine addition to the IBPA Board.
We welcome Tami aboard and thank her for her
dedication to the IB program and our students!

Coming GWIB Events
Oct 8
Oct 8-9
Oct 9
Oct 14-15

MANDATORY 9th Grade IB
Parent meeting 6:30-7:15 PM
Parent-Teacher Conferences 4-8 PM
CSS Profile Night for select 12th Grade
parents 6:30-7:30 PM
Planning/Professional Days—No Classes

World Class Triathlete at GW
Steven Kyker has been involved in triathlon
competitions the past two years and just recently
qualified to participate in the world competition
next summer. Last year he qualified at a regional
race to participate at the National Competition in
Milwaukee held this past summer for 17-19 year
olds. He placed 12th out of 80 participants in that
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Whole Foods Colorado Boulevard
Selects George Washington!!!!

At Whole Foods Market, community commitment
begins with support of local schools. GW IB
sophomore, David Wollins, Jr., has spearheaded
this effort which has been negotiated over about
6 months.
Beginning September 30, 2013 (and running
through January 19, 2014), Whole Foods Market
(870 S. Colorado Blvd.) in Glendale will be
supporting George Washington High School as the
recipient of its bag refund donation program. As
part of our program, bring your own bags when

you shop and tell the cashier you want the 10
cent bag credit donated to George Washington
High School!
Pictured above at Whole Foods, L-R: David H. Wollins, David
Wollins, Jr.,Allison Goodhart (Front End Team Leader), Erin Kelenc
(Marketing & Community Relations) and Principal Johnson

Gateway Groundbreaking

L-R: Augie Augustino - Superintendent, Gilmore Construction; Ann
Cuthbertson - GW Grounds Committee - architect; Michael Johnson
- Principal GWHS; Susan Nordstrom - GWGC; Derrick Cummings DPS Facilities; Jennifer Janes - GWGC; Barb DeSarro - GWGC;
Martha Tucker - GWGC; Kamelah Miller - Project Manager, Gilmore;
Edweena Gilmore - Gilmore; Lee Ann Huntington - GWGC

The GW North Entrance is getting a new look! The
groundbreaking for the GW Gateway Project took
place on August 1st, 2013. The project was created
and sponsored by the GW Grounds Committee
with planning and fundraising for 5 years. Principal
funding by DPS Facilities, Colorado Garden
Foundation, and numerous individual donors.
Leave Your Legacy
With the new Gateway Project down to the final
steps, the GW Grounds Committee would like to
install the last batch of donor bricks. As of this
writing, we need to sell just 11 more to have
enough to place an order. Can you help us? Funds
received through this and all future sales of donor
bricks and tree plaques will help offset the cost of
other grounds improvement projects such as the
annual tree planting, the orchard project, and
upkeep of existing trees and perennials.
Here is the link to the website and order form:
http://www.gwhsgateway.com/
GWIB GWIB GWIB GWIB GWIB GWIB

Speech and Debate Novice
Season
The speech and debate novice
season started on October 5,
with a tournament at Lakewood. Tournaments at
Overland, Cherry Creek, and Castle View will round
out October. We look forward to reading the
results of these events.

http://www.georgeib.com
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At the Starting Line and Ready To Go!
GW Cross Country tops the district’s GPA list. With a combined GPA
of 4.64, the team, made up entirely of IB students, narrowly edged
out the George Washington Girls Swimming Team (4.49) and
George Washington Girls Tennis Team (4.48). In total, eighteen DPS
Athletic Teams had combined GPAs OVER 4.0!
Forty-one DPS teams have average attendance rates at 95% or
above. An accomplishment that truly summarizes the efforts of DPS
as a whole, as the district looks to ensure that each DPS student graduates and can successfully pursue post-secondary
opportunities.
Student Athletes in DPS during the 2012-2013 academic year combined to earn a cumulative GPA of 3.19. This figure,
which is outstanding in its own right, was nearly a full point higher than the 2.3 cumulative GPA of non-participants. As
the district looks to increase student engagement, the goal now is to get even more DPS students involved in an activity
and as a result increase their academic standing.
Contributing to the increased student athlete GPA (in comparison to non-participants) was the fact that attendance
rates among this group sits at 93% overall. With the advent of data tracking, tutoring programs and increased
engagement opportunities for students, look for GPA and attendance numbers to climb to even greater heights.

Denver-Brest Sister City Exchange Continues
Interested in improving your French or in a private tutor for your IB student? Last year GW was selected by the Denver
Sister Cities to participate in a student exchange between the city of Brest, France and our own city. Eleven of our own
students were part of the exchange and most are
hoping to be repeat visitors. They were hosted by
families in Brittany and attended classes with their
French hosts. Our students did not just go to school.
They became part of the families and were included
in local excursions with their families.
Now it is our turn to receive the French students. We
will have 20 students aged 15 to 17 beginning on the
4th of April 2014 with departure on the 18th. They
are anxious to share the American life-style with
students here in Denver. Two weeks may sound like
a long time but they will have many activities and will
not spend the entire 2 weeks with you. They will be
attending some classes with your students. Mr. Johnson has given us a green light on hosting them in our school. You
need not have a student who is studying French. Their English is surprisingly good and they are keen on practicing it.
We will also be promoting our trip which will leave on the 23 of May and return on the 7th of June. Need-based
scholarships will be available. Our trip also includes a stay in Paris. We are anticipating that the cost will be $2150.
Please contact our French teacher:
Elizabeth_ward@dpsk12.org or Mme Laurette Heppell, the president of the Denver-Brest Sister City organization:
Lauretteheppell@gmail.com.

Have a Happy Halloween!
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From the Friends of IB Scholars Foundation
President
How Much Is an IB Education
Worth to You?
As you parents of juniors and seniors know, there is great value in the
variety of supports for the IB program. For instance, the college prep
meetings are instructive for the valuable information presented by IB’s
counselors. Suzi Geimer, and Marjie Lane also guide parents and
students through the labyrinth of the college application process, as well
as giving advice and direction on all IB requirements. Services of this sort
ensure the highest standards. And they come at a very steep price. Very.
The IB program of excellence is not free. As you know, DPS continues to stagger along under budget constraints,
and that translates into struggles for IB as well. The Foundation funds a large part of Marjie’s position as deputy
to Suzi, for instance, and such support amounts to a large part of the our total budget. Without Marjie, of
course, the IB program would simply not provide the array of help, supervision, and guidance that you have
come to expect. College counseling, equipment in science classes, books, and a myriad of other stuff costs, and
is worth the cost, because it helps your students. So, we need your help!!
I ask all of you to donate more to the Friends of the IB Foundation. For those of you who have not donated (or
have not paid your $40 dues), you need to step up and do so, please. Those who pay their dues should not be
footing the cost of IB alone.
If you’ve paid your $40 dues, think of doubling that with a donation. If you’ve generously given $100 in the
past, why not $250? Why not $500 or $1,000?
Parents of Seniors: express appreciation to the program for its three years of education; Junior parents:
counseling and materials are costly in this first year of IB; Sophomore parents: you now understand how
wonderful this program is after the freshman year; Freshman parents: you’ve paid dues but that funds just a
tip of the IB iceberg of educational resources your child will benefit from this first year.
For those of you who have come from private schools, think of your cost-savings. For those of you from public
schools, think of the cost-savings. No amount is too much to donate!!
Please send dues and donations to: https://secure.qgiv.com/for/?key=friendsofib.
Or, fill out the form at: http://www.georgeib.com/pdf/GWIB_Donation_Form_2009_09.pdf and mail it to:
John Murray, Treasurer, 1243 South Williams Street, Denver, CO 80210
Think of your kids, think of the teachers, think of the IB program. Thank you for all you’ve done already. And
dig deep to ensure the future is as bright as the past.
Thank you,

—Tom Zeiler, President, Friends of IB Scholars Foundation

http://www.georgeib.com
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THE IB COLLEGE COUNSELING CORNER
This feature of the Broadcaster helps keep you informed about important dates, activities,
and meetings that are related to the college application process.
STANDARDIZED TEST

TEST DATE

PSAT/NMSQT (G11, some G10)
ACT with writing option
SAT or Subject Tests
SAT or Subject Tests
ACT with writing option
SAT or Subject Tests
ACT with writing option
SAT only – no Subject Tests
ACT with writing option
ACT without writing option
SAT or Subject Tests
SAT or Subject Tests
ACT with writing option

19-Oct
26-Oct
2-Nov
7-Dec
14-Dec
25-Jan
8-Feb
8-Mar
12-Apr
22-Apr
3-May
7-Jun
14-Jun

REGISTRATION
DEADLINE

DEADLINE FOR LATE
REGISTRATION
(additional fee)
Registration through GW Counseling Office
passed
11-Oct
passed
18-Oct
8-Nov
22-Nov
8-Nov
22-Nov
27-Dec
10-Jan
10-Jan
24-Jan
7-Feb
21-Feb
7-Mar
21-Mar
Juniors only - registration through GWHS
4-Apr
18-Apr
9-May
23-May
9-May
23-May

Important Upcoming Dates – Please check the GWHS Website Calendar for changes
October 9: CSS Profile Night, for select 12th grade parents from 6:30-7:30 PM in the Future Center.
October 12: Saturday College Fair (In- and Out-of-State), 10:00 AM-12:30 PM, Mountain Vista HS, 10585 Mountain
Vista Ridge, Highlands Ranch, offered by College Fairs of Greater Denver (www.collegefairsdenver.org). This is the
largest of the college fairs, with many schools represented and a wide variety of workshops and information sessions
for students and parents. Additional fairs are held Wednesday evening October 9 at Monarch High School and
Thursday evening October 10 at JFK High School.
October 16: Preparing Your 9th Grader for College – presentation for 9th grade parents from 6:30-7:30 PM in the
Community Room.
October 22, Tuesday, 9:30 – 10:30 AM: GWHS will host a College Fair run by Colorado Day/Night College Fair
Programs. Evening sessions of this fair are offered at several metro area schools; see www.coloradocouncil.org.
October 22: Athletic and NCAA Presentation for all parents from 6:30-7:30 PM in the Community Room.
November 1: Deadline for seniors to submit their portions of Early Decision and Early Action applications to many
colleges. Check your selected schools’ timelines and requirements carefully.
November 13: Financial Aid Night for 11th and 12th grade parents from 6:30-7:30 in the Community Room.
December 2: Deadline for seniors to submit Regular and Rolling Decision application details to IB Office. Complete
your “Colleges to which I’m applying” list in Naviance now as well.
January 1, 2014: Deadline for submitting Regular Decision applications to many colleges. Again, check your selected
schools’ requirements carefully. Some schools have earlier deadlines if you want to be considered for scholarships.
The FAFSA application becomes available online and should be completed by aid applicants and their parents ASAP.
February 20, 2014: College Meeting for juniors, from 1:20-2:56 PM in the Auditorium.
February 26, 2014: FAFSA Night for 12th grade parents from 5:30-7:30 PM, Room 320-322.
*April 22, 2014: State-mandated ACT testing for all juniors. GW arranges registration and fees, and the test is
administered during the school day. Please note that this version of the ACT does not include the optional Writing
Test.
*Student-only events
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Leigh Cassidy-Harkelroad is the GWHS counselor for all IB and 10th grade pre-IB
students. She can be contacted by phone at 720-423-8604 or by email at
Leigh_Cassidy-Harkleroad@dpsk12.org.
Jay McCann is the GWHS counselor for 9th grade pre-IB students and he can be
reached by phone at 720-423-8670 or by email at Jeremiah_McCann@dpsk12.org.
Michael Jennings is in the Future Center and can be reached at 720-423-8727 or
Michael_Jennings@dpsk12.org.
The GWHS Counseling Department has developed a website with numerous resources for our students and parents.
The website includes information on all aspects of college admissions, testing and dates, financial aid, as well as other
resources. Please visit us at gwhscounseling.weebly.com to take advantage of this resource.
It is extremely important for students to plan ahead so as not to miss deadlines and not to overwhelm faculty and
administrators with last-minute requests which they may not be able to accommodate.

http://www.georgeib.com
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Contact Information
2013-2014 IB Parents Association Board of Directors
2013-14 Co-Presidents
Secretary/Historian
Treasurer
Senior Brunch Chair
Student Directory Chair
Teacher Appreciation-Chair
Eighth Grade Welcome Fest Chair
IB Ambassadors Chair
Broadcaster Editor
CSC Representative
Picnic Chair
Proctor Coordinator
Spring Book Sale & Buy Back
Alumni Representative
Distinguished Teacher Chair
Web Site & Public Relations
Friends of IB Foundation President

Leslie B. Lilly (Wollins) 303-910-0910, snillow@comcast.net
Cora Neslin 303-722-7238, dcnesl@comcast.net
Leslie B. Lilly (Wollins) 303-910-0910, snillow@comcast.net
John Murray 303-885-1241, jm1241@gmail.com
Jody Kerr, 303-748-1963, jody.kerr@husqvarnagroup.com
Gail Saxton 303-377-2955, gailsaxton@comcast.net
Leslie B. Lilly (Wollins) 303-910-0910, snillow@comcast.net
Terri Learned, btlearned@hotmail.com
Cora Neslin, 303-722-7238, dcnesl@comcast.net
Paul Day-Lucore, 303-361-6480, pkdaylu@gmail.com
Jody Kerr, 303-748-1963, jody.kerr@husqvarnagroup.com
Liz Shane, lizshane1@yahoo.com
Leslie B. Lilly (Wollins) 303-910-0910, snillow@comcast.net
Linda During, 303-671-5225, lindaduring@gmail.com
open
Kelly Morrison, kellymorrison2@gmail.com
Tom Zeiler, thomaswilliamzeiler@gmail.com

____________________________________________________________________________________________

IB Coordinator
IB Administrative Assistant
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Suzanne Geimer, 720-423-8884, Suzanne_Geimer@dpsk12.org
Marjie Lane, 720-423-8829, Marjorie_Lane@dpsk12.org
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