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FROM CO-PRESIDENTS LESLIE LILLY AND CORA NESLIN
The new year for GWIB kicked off with a bang on
January 7 with a panel of nine GWIB alumni from the
class of 2012 participating in the always popular “Life
After IB” Alumni Night. The alums shared their
impressions and experiences as college students and
addressed how the IB program helped to prepare them
for college. Please see related story on page 4.
We went right from the Alumni Panel to the Welcome
Fest on Thursday, January 30. The annual Welcome Fest
is an opportunity for prospective students to see the
energy and offerings at GW as all of the clubs and sports
teams have students and coaches on hand to talk about
their programs. It is always a fun night and a great way
to dispel the rumor that the only thing IB students do is
study. Thanks to parent Terri Learned for organizing this
lively evening event.
George Washington High School will be hosting a seven
week program Smart Parenting: Reducing Conflict in
February and March, and IB parents are invited to
attend. More information can be found on page 2.

This will be the last semester not only for our seniors
but for many of their very active, involved parents. We
are starting to transition some of our positions. Parent
Kelsay Kim will be taking over the IB Directory from Gail
Saxton and Doug Gertner will be moderating the Alumni
Panel next year as parent Peggy Morse moves on from
GW. Tami Patzer has already taken the reins from Paul
Day-Lucore on editing the IB Broadcaster. We will keep
you informed as more parents step in to keep the IB
Parent Association running smoothly. Committed and
involved parents are what make the IBPA such a
successful organization and a strong voice for the IB
Program.
This spring will be very busy as we start to plan for the
senior brunch, CAS Fair, New Student (class of 2018)
reception and IB exams (along with After Prom and
graduation!). Enjoy the winter months and please
consider helping this spring when requests start to
come for various events.

—Cora Neslin and Leslie Lilly

UPCOMING GWIB EVENTS
February 11, 25, March 4, 11, 18, 25: Smart Parenting Series (6-8 PM) See page 2 for more details.
February 17, 18: No school for students
March 25 (Tuesday) & March 27 (Thursday)*: Parent conferences 4:00 - 8:00pm *CORRECTED
March 31 – April 7: No school for students
April 23: CAS Fair Mandatory for sophomores and seniors
April 23: Mandatory meeting for juniors (6:30pm)
April (TBA): New Student Reception (Class of 2018)
May 4: Senior Brunch
May 5 – 23: IB Exams. Volunteer proctors will be needed throughout this time period (see page 2)
May 26 & 30: No school for students
May 27, 28, 29: Book Buy Back and Sale
June 2: Graduation (7:00-9:00pm)
Download the complete DPS Calendar at http://www.dpsk12.org/calendars/

IBPA Co-Presidents

George Washington High School will be hosting, through DPS's
Conflict Center, a six class series which is open to all GW parents.
Class will meet from 6 PM - 8 PM.

Smart Parenting: Reducing Conflict
February 11
February 25
March 4
March 11
March 18
March 25

Class 1:
Class 2:
Class 3:
Class 4:
Class 5:
Class 6:

Parenting With the End in Mind
Parenting With Encouraging Choices
Parenting With Effective Decision Making
Parenting Through Misbehavior
Parenting Through Power Struggles
Parenting As a Team

RSVP to Jane Spence, George Washington High School (720) 423-8646
This class is free of charge. Classes are sponsored by the DPS Conflict
Center.

Can you help?
GW counselors often receive requests from study abroad organizations to see if any
families would host exchange students. They prefer families with both parents in the
home and the students have to go to our school. Currently we have an issue of some
urgency: we have an exchange student who needs a new host home right away or
she will have to attend a different school for the remainder of the year. She is from
Venezuela. If you are interested in welcoming an exchange student into your home
now or in the future, please contact Leigh Cassidy 724-423-8604.

Volunteer Proctors needed for IB Exams in May
Seniors and some juniors will be taking IB examinations during
May. IBO has stringent guidelines for the conduct of these exams,
and meeting them is a logistical challenge that Mrs. Geimer
manages to meet every year – but she needs our help to do it.
Parents, this is a golden opportunity to get an insider’s glimpse of
the IB External Assessment experience. Please consider
volunteering to proctor (“invigilate,” in IB-speak) one or more of
the May exams.
For more info and to volunteer to proctor, contact Liz Shane
lizshane1@yahoo.com

Save the Date: CAS Fair
April 23, 6:30-7:30 PM in the Gym.
This is a mandatory meeting for
sophomores and parents of
sophomores.
Welcoming all parents of all grades.
Seniors will be sharing their 18 months
of CAS.

NEW FACES…FAMILIAR PLACES
Clare Armstrong was born and raised in Denver. She attended Cherry Creek schools
and received her B.S. in Math and her Master’s Degree in Curriculum and Instruction
at the University of Denver. She initially taught for 2 years at Englewood High School.
The last 3 years were at Gateway where she taught ELA to students from over 28
different countries.
She loves to ski and enjoys arts and crafts. She has 3 brothers and has gathered her
whole family for a holiday treat to attend "Canvas and Cocktails" so they can all
together paint a picture. Ms. Armstrong teaches sophomore Pre IB Geometry and
shared what "a pleasure these students are to teach" and is "so impressed by the IB
students who are so motivated to learn."
Welcome, Ms. Armstrong!

CAS CORNER by Marjie Lane
At this time of the year CAS activities are well underway. Below are just a few of the CAS activities of our IB Juniors:
Creativity
Drumline
Theater
Speech and Debate
Mock Trial
Asian Culture Club
Piano lessons
robotics
Student Board of Ed
Outside Art class

Action
Zumba Class
Volleyball
Yoga
Scuba Lessons
Swimming
Basketball
tennis
Training for 5K
Weight training

Service
Habitat for Humanity
IB tutoring
Greenhouse club
Dumb Friends League
Samaritan House
Red Cross Club
PIT Crew
Ski Patrol
Volunteer Swedish Hospital

Managebac is a computer program that allows me to monitor the progress of the Juniors and Seniors during the 18
months of their CAS activities. All activities must be logged into Managebac and reflected on once a month. As a parent,
you may be aware that your child is involved in many extracurricular activities. However, unless they are logged in and
reflected upon, none of these activities will count toward the CAS requirement.
Juniors:
At this time in the school year, Juniors should have at least three activities logged into Managebac. These activities
should involve Creativity, Action, and Service. They should be varied in their scope: i.e. not all theater, all speech, all
sports. Students should have written at least 6 reflections in Managebac. Completed activities need a supervisor review.
These forms can be downloaded from Managebac.
Seniors:
All seniors should have turned in a CAS project proposal form. This form includes: goals, measurable objectives, and a
clear detailed time line. When the projects are complete, students are required to create a notebook with artifacts from
the project and a detailed reflection on the project- learning outcomes, successes, and areas for future improvement.
Thank you to Kathy Gile for helping me read through almost 200 project proposals and reflections. If you have any
questions, or would like access to your child’s Managebac account, please email me at Marjorie_lane@dpsk12.org.

LIFE AFTER IB
A lively discussion was held by the nine 2012 IB alumni
students who participated in the annual IB Alumni Panel
Night – Life After IB, held on January 7. The students on
the panel had differing perspectives on a variety of
topics but the one thing they all agreed on was how
well-prepared
they
were
to
transition
to
college/university classes after completing the IB
Diploma Program. They all said they felt comfortable
with the amount of reading and writing they had to do
in college because of the work they had done in IB
(which one student said seemed endless at the time –
our seniors probably agree with that statement!). One
of the students recommended that when the workload
seems overwhelming at college, look back on your IB
experience when the workload seemed overwhelming
too and acknowledge that you persevered and made it
through.
The alums had advice for parents – don’t be in your
student’s face about applications, be supportive no
matter the outcome of those applications and
experience the highs and lows of the whole process
with your student. They also recommended having a
conversation with your student at the beginning of the
process concerning tuition, student loan debt, work
study programs, etc.
Discussed at length was the transition to campus life
and dealing with roommates and various social
situations. They talked about the need to push yourself
out of your comfort zone as you are making new
friends, learning about yourself, learning public
transportation systems and adjusting to your whole life
being on campus. They educated many of us on the fact
that different states have different laws if you should
have to make a decision to call for help for a roommate

or friend that has partied too much, and they advised to
understand what those laws are before that kind of
situation might arise.

At the end of the evening one of the parents attending
the discussion gave a very big THANK YOU to the
students for participating and said that they were
eloquent and a joy to listen to! That parent summed up
the evening perfectly.
This was parent Peggy Morse’s last year to moderate
the panel as her youngest child will be graduating this
year. Thank you, Peggy, for many years of spirited
discussions with our alums! Parent Doug Gertner will be
stepping in to take over for Peggy next year. Thank you,
Doug.
Alums participating in the panel were Alex Wollins,
Tufts School of the Museum of Fine Arts: Ali Norwood,
University of Illinois: Angie Neslin, Columbia: Ben Reilly,
CU-Boulder: Breann Pugnetti, University of Puget
Sound; Francesca Lipinsky-DeGette, Colorado College;
Kayla McClelland, CU-Boulder; Olivia Czufin, Emory;
Sheila Mendoza, Brigham Young University.

TARGET FUNDRAISING
Many of us shop at Target from time to time. If we use a REDcard (Target credit, Target debit, or Target Visa credit card)
when we shop there, we can designate as much as 1% be sent to GW! Click on the link and designate GW to receive this
bonus: https://www-secure.target.com/redcard/tcoe/home
How much would 1% of your past Target purchases have netted for our school?

4

For show times and to purchase tickets go to http://www.georgedrama.com/

FENCING PROGRAM
Fencing has a long and rich tradition of challenging the
body and the mind. Often referred to as ‘physical
chess’,
fencing
develops
sportsmanship,
competitiveness, and athleticism while also fostering
analytical reasoning and decision making skills.
Originally a sport practiced by the aristocracy, fencing
has evolved into a competitive discipline featured in the
summer Olympic Games. Cheyenne Fencing Society has
been a member of the Denver community since 1981
and has been directly involved with George Washington
High School and specifically with the IB program for
many years. Together we have trained student-athletes
from the beginner level up to the collegiate, national,
international, and Olympic levels.
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We would like to extend an invitation for one free week
of fencing instruction to the current students in the
George Washington IB program. We are specifically
looking for those students who would be interested in
starting a George Washington IB fencing program. This
fencing program would be aimed at developing
individual skills and also promoting participation in
fencing at the collegiate level.
This sport has so much to offer to students, physically,
mentally, and financially with the prospect of college
scholarships. If you are interested in finding out more
information about fencing, Cheyenne Fencing Society or
the free week trial offer contact us at (720) 838-4225 or
by e-mail at elaine@coloradofencing.com. You can also
stop by the club Monday-Friday from 4:30pm-6pm or
Saturday from 10-1pm. The club is located at 5818 E.
Colfax Ave. and is easily accessible from George
Washington High School by car or by bus.

IB SENIORS and FAMILIES - Save The Date!
Sunday May 4, 2014
This year’s IB Senior Brunch is being held on Sunday
May 4, from 11:00am – 1:00pm at the Double Tree
Hotel, DTC. All 2014 IB Seniors and their parents are
invited to attend a brunch honoring the IB Seniors and
their achievement.
Seniors - start rounding up 3-5 photos of you! We will
need these photos for the “Then and Now”
presentation that will be played at the brunch. We
would like to see your Senior Picture, an adorable baby
picture and 1-3 ‘other’ photos of you in sports, with
friends, and shots depicting your life at George.
(Pictures must be 600 dpi or greater). Soon you will be
notified of a “GW IB Brunch” event page on Facebook
where you can upload your photos.

WELCOME FEST
This year's Welcome Fest was held on Thursday, January
30, 2014. It was a cold night with snow and dropping
temperatures but that sure didn't stop the enthusiasm
for the event. The event was a tremendous success
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Welcome Fest continued…
with dozens of George students bringing the North
Lobby to life. The students were eager and ready to
represent their clubs and teams, sharing their
knowledge and expertise with the guests. The students
arrived early to enjoy pizza and snacks while setting up
their booths for display. At 6:00, families started to
arrive and filled the lobby with over 200 potential new
students and families eager to learn more about George
Washington High School. The Cheerleaders demanded
attention from the crowd by performing their Welcome
Cheer. The Robotics Team out-did themselves with an
amazing display of some very complicated creations for
all to enjoy. GW Sports teams were well represented
from football, softball, tennis, soccer and swim. Guests
also were encouraged to take a sneak peek at the GW
dress performance of Hairspray. Members of the cast
were going back and forth from the rehearsal to
speaking about their organizations such as Drama Club
and Pit. Clubs were gathering contact information from
enthusiastic 8th graders, many of whom are already
committed to joining the George community in the Fall.
The school store was busy selling sweat shirts, sweat
pants and t-shirts to 8th graders who are proud to wear
the George colors. Many 8th graders were seen taking
their old shirts off and wearing their new George
clothing on the spot.

THE IB COLLEGE COUNSELING CORNER
This feature of the Broadcaster helps keep you informed about important dates, activities, and meetings
that are related to the college application process.

STANDARDIZED TEST

TEST DATE

REGISTRATION
DEADLINE

DEADLINE FOR LATE REGISTRATION
(additional fee)

ACT with writing option
SAT only – no Subject Tests
ACT with writing option
ACT without writing option
SAT or Subject Tests
SAT or Subject Tests
ACT with writing option

8-Feb
8-Mar
12-Apr
22-Apr
3-May
7-Jun
14-Jun

passed
passed
7-Feb
21-Feb
7-Mar
21-Mar
Juniors only - registration through GWHS
4-Apr
18-Apr
9-May
23-May
9-May
23-May

Important Upcoming Dates – Please check the GWHS Website Calendar for changes
February 20, 2014: College Meeting for juniors, from 1:20-2:56 PM in the Auditorium.
February 26, 2014: FAFSA Night for 12th grade parents from 5:30-7:30 PM, Room 320-322.
*April 22, 2014: State-mandated ACT testing for all juniors. GW arranges registration and fees, and the test is
administered during the school day. Please note that this version of the ACT does not include the optional Writing Test.
*Student-only events
Leigh Cassidy-Harkelroad is the GWHS counselor for all IB and 10th grade pre-IB students.
She can be contacted by phone at 720-423-8604 or by email at
Leigh_Cassidy-Harkleroad@dpsk12.org.
Jay McCann is the GWHS counselor for 9th grade pre-IB students and he can be reached by
phone at 720-423-8670 or by email at Jeremiah_McCann@dpsk12.org.
Michael Jennings is in the Future Center and can be reached at 720-423-8727 or
Michael_Jennings@dpsk12.org.
The GWHS Counseling Department has developed a website with numerous resources for our students and parents. The
website includes information on all aspects of college admissions, testing and dates, financial aid, as well as other
resources. Please visit us at gwhscounseling.weebly.com to take advantage of this resource.

It is extremely important for students to plan ahead so as not to miss deadlines and not to overwhelm
faculty and administrators with last-minute requests which they may not be able to accommodate.

Please give to the Friends of IB Foundation
online at www.georgeib.com

http://www.georgeib.com
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Contact Information
IB Parents Association Board of Directors
Co-Presidents

Leslie B. Lilly (Wollins)

303-910-0910

snillow@comcast.net

Cora Neslin

303-722-7238

dcnesl@comcast.net

Secretary/Historian

open

Treasurer

John Murray

303-885-1241

jm1241@gmail.com

Senior Brunch Chair

Jody Kerr

303-377-7341

jody.kerr@husqvarna.com

Student Directory Chair

Gail Saxton

303-377-2955

gailsaxton@comcast.net

Teacher Appreciation-Chair

Leslie B. Lilly (Wollins)

303-910-0910

snillow@comcast.net

Eighth Grade Welcome Fest Chair

Terri Learned

303-757-0710

btlearned@hotmail.com

IB Ambassadors Chair

Cora Neslin

303-722-7238

dcnesl@comcast.net

Broadcaster Editor

Tami Patzer

303-671-9572

tami-p@comcast.net

CSC Representatives

Shee Hewlitt

620-717-1462

sm_hewlitt@yahoo.com

David H. Wollins

303-758-8900

dhwollins@dhwpc-law.com

Picnic Chair

Jody Kerr

303-377-7341

jody.kerr@husqvarna.com

Proctor Coordinator

Liz Shane

303-322-4661

lizshane1@yahoo.com

Spring Book Sale & Buy Back

Leslie B. Lilly (Wollins)

303-910-0910

snillow@comcast.net

College Counseling

Linda During

303-671-5225

lindaduring@gmail.com

Alumni Representative

Linda During

303-671-5225

lindaduring@gmail.com

Web Site & Public Relations

Kelly Morrison

Friends of IB Foundation President

Tom Zeiler

thomaswilliamzeiler@gmail.com

Friends of IB Foundation Secretary

Robin Semple

303-316-7777

kellymorrison2@gmail.com

sempler@yahoo.com

____________________________________________________________________________________________
IB Coordinator
IB Administrative Assistant

http://www.georgeib.com

Suzanne Geimer
Marjie Lane

720-423-8884
720-423-8829

Suzanne_Geimer@dpsk12.org
Marjorie_Lane@dpsk12.org
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