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FROM CO-PRESIDENTS LESLIE LILLY AND CORA NESLIN
Happy Holidays! This newsletter rings in the season to
give thanks for family, friends, home, and for us, the
privilege of being part of the GW school community. As
the school year progresses the GWIB program is
buzzing with activity. The IB Office is welcoming all of
the many applications coming in from members of the
Class of 2014 applying to colleges and universities all
over the country. Mrs. Geimer and Leigh Cassidy are
models of organization, helping our seniors apply and
getting supporting materials to all those admissions
offices. The amount of paper that gets moved each day
is staggering, and we thank them for their vigorous
efforts.
Mrs. Geimer and Cora Neslin who heads our
Ambassador’s Committee and other IB parents have
been busily recruiting middle school students from
across the metro area and our shadowing dates have
been filled through to the last day of shadowing in
January 2014. The last GWIB admissions information
session was December 3th. Thank you Mary Quarton
and Terri Learned for helping to field IB questions from
those prospective families at this session. Both
information sessions were very well attended. The
deadline for incoming applications is December 13th.
Many thanks to the wonderful freshman shadowing
hosts who have guided countless prospective “IBers”
through a day in the program and also to parents
Jamie Sarche and Jennifer Wiener who assisted in the
office to help with shadowing.

separate meetings were held to accommodate
schedules. Most seniors appear to be on track with
these requirements. Mark your calendars for the CAS
Fair scheduled for April 23, 2014. The Class of 2014
will be sharing its CAS projects at this time.
More communications notes: E-mail and telephone
notifications, together with the IB Broadcaster, are
the program’s best means of informing families about
important IB events. Ms. Fisher, the GW Attendance
Secretary, oversees school-wide notifications including
automated calls. If you are not receiving these, contact
her at 720-423-8642 or Patricia_Fisher@dpsk12.org.
GWIB maintains its own e-mail system, which you can
register for via the www.georgeib.com home page
using the green box on the lower right. While you’re
on the site, check out all the great information and
updates.
You won’t want to miss our January parents meeting on
Tuesday, January 7th, 2014 @ 6:30 p.m. in the GW
Community Room featuring a panel of GW IB graduates.
The group will share individual experiences about finding
the right fit for college, life with roommates, college
culture, how academically prepared they were, etc. You
are sure to enjoy this always popular, insightful
presentation.
The IB Parent Association is in need of a Vice President
and Secretary. Please consider getting involved. For
more information, please contact Cora or Leslie.

A mandatory meeting for the senior class was called
by Marjorie Lane on December 5 to discuss CAS. Two

—Cora Neslin and Leslie Lilly
IBPA Co-Presidents

Happy Holidays, Happy IB Program
Because this is the season of giving, please think of giving! From recruitment in 8th grade through college counseling, the
range of assistance IB students receive from Suzi Geimer, the teachers, and staff ensures the highest standards. And
they come at a very steep price. Very.
This year, the IB Foundation is funding many requests by teachers, financial aid for needy students, ongoing programs
like National History Day and Speech and Debate, and personnel.
So, I ask all of you to donate to the Friends of the IB Foundation. Many of you have been so generous already, but
please do more. For those of you who have not donated (or have not paid your $40 dues), please step up. Be IB’s Santa
Claus!!
If you’ve paid your $40 dues, think of doubling it with a donation. If you’ve generously given $100 in the past, why not
$250? Why not $500 or $1,000?
Let’s all pull together for IB! Please use the form below for your donations, or donate easily online, at:
https://secure.qgiv.com/for/?key=friendsofib.
Thank you!

Tom Zeiler, President, IB Foundation

I WANT TO KEEP IB STRONG!
Enclosed is my tax-deductible donation in the amount of $___________________
______________________________________________
Name of donor(s)

____________________________________
Name of student(s)

______________________________________________
Street address, city, zip

____________________________________
E-mail address

Mail your check and completed form TODAY to:
Friends of IB Scholars Foundation
c/o John Murray, Treasurer
1243 South Williams Street, Denver, CO 80210
http://www.georgeib.com
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INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL AND HOSTS
The Denver Sister Cities' exchange is an exchange
between GW and a private high school in the city of
Brest, in Brittany, France. Our students will leave May
23rd from Denver with arrival on the 24th in the city of
Brest. Our host families will meet us at the airport
there and will take our students to their homes. Our
students will become part of the families and will attend
the French lycée during their stay there. Of course it is
not all school! We will have many excursions with the
students, among which will be a visit to le Mont St.
Michel in Normandy, a tour of an American cemetery in
Normandy, and several charming villages on the coast
of Brittany. There will undoubtedly be tours of
chateaux and the historical town of Quimper, visits to
creperies and of course a stay in Paris. At $2300, this is
a very affordable trip with absolutely everything
included except spending money.

WHOLE FOODS BAG PROGRAM
Please continue to bring your own reusable bags when
shopping at the Whole Foods in Glendale, and ask for
the bag credit to go to GWHS!
This program runs through January 19th!

This is a non-profit trip with the goal of offering cultural
opportunity and an unforgettable exchange with people
who will become life-long friends. This cost of the
tickets for travel from the U.S., travel inside France,
entrances to museums, stays in student hostels as well
as meals are all included.
We will also be hosting 20 French students who will
arrive on the 4th of April. There are 20 students who
have already committed and fully paid their trip and
there are another 15 who also would like to come. We
have had several students and parents who have
expressed interest in hosting these students, but we still
will need more.
Elizabeth Ward is the contact
GW, Elizabeth_ward@dpsk12.org.
A bientôt!

person

at

TARGET FUNDRAISING
Many of us shop at Target from time to time. If we use
a REDcard (Target credit, Target debit, or Target Visa
credit card) when we shop there, we can designate as
much as 1% be sent to GW! Click on the link and
designate GW to receive this bonus:
https://www-secure.target.com/redcard/tcoe/home
How much would 1% of your past Target purchases
have netted for our school?

http://www.georgeib.com
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NATIONAL MERIT SCHOLARSHIP
PROGRAM RECOGNIZES STUDENTS
AT GWIB
Six IB students from GWHS were selected as
Semifinalists in the National Merit Scholarship Program.
About 1.5 million juniors entered the 2014 National
Merit Scholarship Program by taking the 2012
PSAT/NMSQT. From that group, 16,000 Semifinalists
qualified, "representing less than one percent of U.S.
high school seniors." These students are Stephanie
Alexiev, Ellis Aune, Sarah Bergman, John Halliday, Zach
Segall, and Eva Tourangeau.
Nine IB students were selected recognized as
Commended Students.
“These students have
demonstrated outstanding potential for academic
success” and performed in the top 5 percent of
students who took the 2012 PSAT.

PERFECT SCORE ON ACT
Colorado is one of 14 states that provide the ACT to all
high school juniors each year. In the spring of 2013,
53,826 Colorado juniors took the ACT. Of that number,
there were 17 who received the maximum possible
score of 36. One of those 17 is GWIB student Nicole
Day-Lucore. On Wednesday, November 13, the
Colorado State Board of Education honored the 17
students by inviting them to their monthly meeting, and
presenting them with a certificate recognizing the
accomplishment. The students and their parents were
then invited to a luncheon at a downtown hotel to
further the celebration.

The students are Richard Dyer, Lianna Holston, Binyu
Jiang, Alastair Laing, Hannah Morse, William
Murphy, Shivani Nayak, Margaret Schaack, and Sarah
Van Vranken.

Shivani Nayak (Commended), Sarah Van Vranken
(Commended), Eva Tourangeau (Semifinalist), argaret
Schaack (Commended), and Stephanie Alexiev (Semifinalist)

Pictured above is Nicole receiving her certificate from
Colorado Department of Education Commissioner
Robert Hammond. Also in the picture is the State Board
of Education member from our congressional district,
Elaine Gantz Berman, and GW Principal Michael
Johnson, who also attended the ceremony. Nicole was
the only Denver Public Schools student of the 17
honorees.

Upcoming GWIB Events
January 6
January 7
January 20

No school for students
IB Parent Meeting, 6:30-8:30
No school for students

Download the complete DPS Calendar at
http://www.dpsk12.org/calendars/
http://www.georgeib.com
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RUGBY
GIRLS GYMNASTICS
The GW girls gymnastics team went to State and
Savanna Hughes, 10th grade IB was the only girl for DPS
to go to the State finals in 4A. She was 14th in the state
for all-around and 13th in the state for beam for 4A.
Congratulations to Savanna and the entire team!

GIRLS VOLLEYBALL
The following athletes received awards this season;
please congratulate them on their accomplishments.
DPS 2nd Team All League: Brooke Stegeman and Eva
Tourangeau
DPS Honorable Mention: Emma Austin, Biz Rowe,
Savannah Duffy

We have two state champion rugby players at George
Washington…Maya Learned and Madison Dico! Maya
was also selected as part of the 2013 All-State rugby
team.
The Glendale Raptors Girls High School rugby team is
comprised of 9th to 12th graders from multiple high
schools in and around Denver. Everyone tackles, runs,
passes and can score. Rugby is the fastest growing sport
in the world and will be in the 2016 summer Olympics!
The Raptors played the Highlands Ranch Harlequins on
Saturday, November 9th at Glendale Infinity Park, the
first municipally owned rugby stadium in the United
States. The final score was 21-10, Glendale coming out
on top and winning the Rugby Colorado Sevens Division
State Championship.
To see Maya, Madison and the team in action, check
out this video of the Glendale Raptors vs. Highlands
Ranch Harlequins Match –
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7yOfY9SgzzU

C Team
Most Valuable Player- Ellie Mackintosh
Most Improved Player- Amber Mosley
Patriot Pride Award - Kalkidan Bulbula
JV
Most Valuable Player- Diana Mendoza
Most Improved Player- Tyzeijah Washington
Patriot Pride Award- Meley Gebresellassie
Varsity
Most Valuable Player- Brooke Stegeman
Most Improved Player- Eva Tourangeau
Patriot Pride Award- Emma Austin

http://www.georgeib.com
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Front Row, 2 from left: Madison Dico
th
Back row, 5 from left: Maya Learned (Captain)
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SPEECH AND DEBATE
Some of GW's finest Speech & Debate students
competed in a national tournament in Alta, Utah in
early December. Congratulations on their outstanding
performance!

Double-Octo-Finalists in Lincoln–Douglas Debate: David
Lind and Katya Olson-Shipyatsky
http://www.gwhsspeechanddebate.com/

Results from Alta:
Top Speaker in Public Forum Debate: Alastair Laing
2nd Place Speaker in Public Forum Debate: Annika
Spetnagel
5th Place Speaker in Policy Debate: Parker Davis
2nd Place in Public Forum Debate: Annika Spetnagel and
Jordan Spinelli
3rd Place in Public Forum Debate: Quinton Frahm and
Alastair Laing
Quarter-Finalists in Public Forum Debate: John Halliday
and Jacob Waters

CAS PROJECT IN THE SPOTLIGHT
On the last Saturday of September, seven George
Washington High School students led a preparedness
event for 15 Nepali refugees who are influential in their
communities.
The three George Washington Youth Club leaders,
seniors Hannah Walker, Claire Baker and Sadie Van
Vranken, reflected on the event with their American
Red Cross Youth Programs Manager.
Community leaders were asked to attend the event led
by the George Washington Red Cross Youth Club. It was
hoped that these respected individuals would
disseminate the information throughout the Nepali
refugee community.
The event took place at Hidden Brook apartments in
Denver as a collaboration between Hope Communities,
Colorado Africa Organization and the George
Washington Red Cross Youth Club. Some of the
residents at Hidden Brook were evacuated during the
September flood, many of who do not speak English.
Unable to access news in a language they understood,
these families and individuals faced unique struggle.
Many were left in the dark when seeking information on
the national disaster that swept through their new
home.
Organizers utilized interpreters at the preparedness
http://www.georgeib.com

event. The crowd, primarily adult refugees, seemed to
be engaged in the presentation and related the
information to past experiences. “They talked about a
fire in their refugee camp and that really brought our
message home for them,” Van Vranken said.
Before beginning their presentation, the student
leaders surveyed the room, asking if any of the
attendees had participated in a preparedness event
before; when one man raised his hand and confirmed
that he had attended a Red Cross preparedness event in
Nepal, the students said “it really confirmed what we
were doing was worthwhile.”
As an official American Red Cross Youth Club, “We’re
part of a bigger movement,” Walker said.
The George Washington Red Cross Club was initially
formed to fulfill an International Baccalaureate (IB)
Community Action Service project requirement. IB
programs work to help students develop a well-rounded
skill set that will help them live, learn, work and
promote peace in our rapidly globalizing world.
Approximately 20 members strong, the group is always
looking for dedicated students to join the club.
Prospective upcoming events include preparedness
events for Burmese and Ethiopian refugees as well as a
blood drive.
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THE IB COLLEGE COUNSELING CORNER
This feature of the Broadcaster helps keep you informed about important dates, activities, and meetings
that are related to the college application process.

STANDARDIZED TEST

TEST DATE

REGISTRATION
DEADLINE

DEADLINE FOR LATE REGISTRATION
(additional fee)

SAT or Subject Tests
ACT with writing option
SAT only – no Subject Tests
ACT with writing option
ACT without writing option
SAT or Subject Tests
SAT or Subject Tests
ACT with writing option

25-Jan
8-Feb
8-Mar
12-Apr
22-Apr
3-May
7-Jun
14-Jun

27-Dec
10-Jan
10-Jan
24-Jan
7-Feb
21-Feb
7-Mar
21-Mar
Juniors only - registration through GWHS
4-Apr
18-Apr
9-May
23-May
9-May
23-May

Important Upcoming Dates – Please check the GWHS Website Calendar for changes
January 1, 2014: was the deadline for submitting Regular Decision applications to many colleges. Again, check your
selected schools’ requirements carefully. The FAFSA application becomes available online and should be completed by
aid applicants and their parents ASAP.
February 20, 2014: College Meeting for juniors, from 1:20-2:56 PM in the Auditorium.
February 26, 2014: FAFSA Night for 12th grade parents from 5:30-7:30 PM, Room 320-322.
*April 22, 2014: State-mandated ACT testing for all juniors. GW arranges registration and fees, and the test is
administered during the school day. Please note that this version of the ACT does not include the optional Writing Test.
*Student-only events
Leigh Cassidy-Harkelroad is the GWHS counselor for all IB and 10th grade pre-IB students.
She can be contacted by phone at 720-423-8604 or by email at
Leigh_Cassidy-Harkleroad@dpsk12.org.
Jay McCann is the GWHS counselor for 9th grade pre-IB students and he can be reached by
phone at 720-423-8670 or by email at Jeremiah_McCann@dpsk12.org.
Michael Jennings is in the Future Center and can be reached at 720-423-8727 or
Michael_Jennings@dpsk12.org.
The GWHS Counseling Department has developed a website with numerous resources for our students and parents. The
website includes information on all aspects of college admissions, testing and dates, financial aid, as well as other
resources. Please visit us at gwhscounseling.weebly.com to take advantage of this resource.

It is extremely important for students to plan ahead so as not to miss deadlines and not to overwhelm
faculty and administrators with last-minute requests which they may not be able to accommodate.

Please give to the Friends of IB Foundation
online at www.georgeib.com

http://www.georgeib.com
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Contact Information
IB Parents Association Board of Directors
Co-Presidents

Leslie B. Lilly (Wollins)

303-910-0910

snillow@comcast.net

Cora Neslin

303-722-7238

dcnesl@comcast.net

Secretary/Historian

open

Treasurer

John Murray

303-885-1241

jm1241@gmail.com

Senior Brunch Chair

Jody Kerr

303-377-7341

jody.kerr@husqvarna.com

Student Directory Chair

Gail Saxton

303-377-2955

gailsaxton@comcast.net

Teacher Appreciation-Chair

Leslie B. Lilly (Wollins)

303-910-0910

snillow@comcast.net

Eighth Grade Welcome Fest Chair

Terri Learned

303-757-0710

btlearned@hotmail.com

IB Ambassadors Chair

Cora Neslin

303-722-7238

dcnesl@comcast.net

Broadcaster Editor

Tami Patzer

303-671-9572

tami-p@comcast.net

CSC Representatives

Shee Hewlitt

620-717-1462

sm_hewlitt@yahoo.com

David H. Wollins

303-758-8900

dhwollins@dhwpc-law.com

Picnic Chair

Jody Kerr

303-377-7341

jody.kerr@husqvarna.com

Proctor Coordinator

Liz Shane

303-322-4661

lizshane1@yahoo.com

Spring Book Sale & Buy Back

Leslie B. Lilly (Wollins)

303-910-0910

snillow@comcast.net

College Counseling

Linda During

303-671-5225

lindaduring@gmail.com

Alumni Representative

Linda During

303-671-5225

lindaduring@gmail.com

Web Site & Public Relations

Kelly Morrison

Friends of IB Foundation President

Tom Zeiler

thomaswilliamzeiler@gmail.com

Friends of IB Foundation Secretary

Robin Semple

303-316-7777

kellymorrison2@gmail.com

sempler@yahoo.com

____________________________________________________________________________________________
IB Coordinator
IB Administrative Assistant

http://www.georgeib.com

Suzanne Geimer
Marjie Lane

720-423-8884
720-423-8829

Suzanne_Geimer@dpsk12.org
Marjorie_Lane@dpsk12.org
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