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Upcoming Events
February 24—FAFSA night
April 14—Junior
mandatory meeting
April 14—Sophomore
mandatory meeting
April 14—CAS Fair
(mandatory for seniors)
April 17— Prom
May 1—EE day at Auraria
Campus

for Juniors
May 3—Senior Brunch
May (TBA)—IB exams
May 28 & 29—Book Buy
Back and Sale
June 1
Class of 2015 Graduation
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IB Parents Association News
The new year for GWIB
kicked off with a bang on
January 6 with a panel of
GWIB alumni from the
Class of 2013 participating in the always popular
"Life After IB" Alumni
Night. Our alums shared
their impressions and
experiences as college
students and addressed
how the IB program
helped to prepare them
for college. Please see
related story on page 3.
The One George initiative
was
publicly
launched on January 27
in GW's Auditorium. One
George is moving forward and GW is so lucky
that it has Principal
Martinez at the helm.
He has been such a
positive force in bringing
about transition. He recognizes the significance
that the IB program
brings to GW. It truly
has been a pleasure
working with Principal
Martinez. GW is fortunate he agreed to serve
as Principal for a second
year.
Yes, it is true that Mrs.
Geimer is retiring, however she has created,
over the past 31 years,
such a steady and powerful IB program that its
new coordinator, Melanie
Bryant, can step into her

shoes easily to provide a
smooth transition. Many
parents attended the
meeting on February 10
to meet and welcome
Ms. Bryant and to hear
about the various volunteer opportunities that
exist. A tribute to Mrs.
Geimer is in the works
and is tentatively scheduled for May. As soon as
the date is firmed up,
we will let the community know. We are also
in the process of relocating the IB Office from
the first floor up to the
second floor adjacent the
library. We are very excited about this new
space and have already
met with the architect.
This will be the last semester not only for our seniors
but for many of our very
active, involved parents.
We are starting to transition some of our positions. There are four
committee chairs positions that need to be
filled: Senior Brunch, Welcome Back to School Picnic, Proctoring and Editor
of our IB Broadcaster. In
addition, we are seeking a
Vice President for the
Board to work with me
this and next year and
then to take over when
my junior graduates in
May 2016. The Parent Association exists to support

the IB Program. I would
hope that each and every
IB Parent understands
commitment and is willing
to volunteer to ensure
the continuing success of
the IB Program. Our goal
is 100% IB parent participation! Without each of
us doing his or her respective parts, this goal
may not be achieved.
Please contact me at snillow@comcast.net to let
me know in what manner
you can volunteer.
We have a full spring
agenda: we are starting to
plan for the Senior Brunch,
CAS Fair and scheduling
Proctors (parent volunteers) for our annual May
IB exams (along with After
Prom and graduation!).
I look forward to working
with each and every one of
you.
Leslie B. Lilly Wollins,
I B P A President
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From the IB Office

by Suzi Geimer

Dear GWIB community,
As many of you have heard, I am retiring at the end of the year. My 30+ years of service to our IB program have been the singular force shaping my life and that of my
family. This program has been firmly in my heart and hands and I am ready topass it
on to a trusted colleague. I am pleased to confirm that Melanie Bryant has been selected as the new Diploma Coordinator. She is intimately familiar with our program,
our students and our teachers, having taught in the IB program for 21 years, mastering both HL English and HL Psychology. She has served on the Friends of IB Foundation
Board, taught full time in IB, and advised hundreds of Extended Essays. Our alumni
will confirm that she is smart, funny and tireless in her efforts to provide the most
scholarly and thoughtful approach to teaching and learning in our IB program. In an
effort to provide the smoothest of transitions, Principal Martinez arranged to have
Mrs. Bryant serve this semester as Co-Coordinator. Mrs. Bryant can be found in the
office directly across from the IB office, Room 116.

George Washington

Suzanne Geimer

Drama presents

Anything Goes
February 25-28 at
7:00pm
&
February 28 at
2:00pm

Who is Melanie Bryant?
Ms. Bryant answers some of our questions:
What is your teaching background?
I've been a part of GW's IB program since 1992, teaching junior and senior English and
Psychology. Before George- 2 years at Lincoln (90-92), 4 years at Baker Middle School
(86-90)
Why IB?
I'm an adherent of the IB program's philosophy and aims; program offers academic
challenges and encourages critical thinking; it also emphasizes the importance of students connecting their learning to local and global contexts; structure of the program
(the core- Extended Essay, TOK, and CAS- and the academic subjects provide students a terrific, well-rounded education, I think.
Any quirks?
Hmmm. You might ask some of my students about that one! I do eat bananas with a
knife and tomatoes like apples, if that counts.
Welcome back, Ms. Bryant!
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Mark your calendars....

GW's Junior and Senior Prom/After Prom is set for

Friday, April 17th!
After Prom is the late night event following the dance, which consists of music, games, bouncy blow-ups, raffle
prizes, big kid trykes, food, etc.. Student Council plans and funds the Prom. After Prom is planned in collaboration with the Student Council but is funded and implemented by parents. It is free for the students.
We need to start collecting donations NOW!
Suggested donation is $50 per family although any amount (+/-) is greatly appreciated!
Please make checks to George Washington After Prom
Send them to Kerstin Froyd, 102 S Ulster St, Denver CO 80230
In the coming weeks, we will also be asking Junior and Senior parents to volunteer (decorations, running
the casino, food, and chaperones) to help with the event, so look for updates.
Please help make this a safe and fun event for the students!
Kerstin Froyd for the Patriot Parents After Prom Committee
kerstinfroyd@aol.com

Life After IB Panel Offers Wisdom on College Transitions
What do you get when a bunch of IB alumni gather to talk about their transition to college? In the case of the
recent “Life After IB” panel it’s a lot of wisdom and insight into how to prepare for college and get off to a great
start on whatever campus you land.
This annual event, sponsored by the IB Parent Association, drew a crowd of nearly 60 to the GWHS Community
Room on January 6, for a wide-ranging discussion of the application process along with many aspects of academic
and student life.
Panelists who represented a diverse range of schools, included: Alec Sarche (The Colorado College), Marin
Weiskopf (Occidental College), Ellie Webb (The Colorado College), Beth Gile (Scripps College), David KoletMandrikov (Princeton University), Amy Zeigler (University of Northern Colorado), Preston Thomas (Bowdoin College), and Tory Rowe (George Washington University) - all sophomores, and Anil Arora, a senior at University of
Colorado, Boulder.
Each member of the panel had high praise for how the International Baccalaureate Diploma Program prepared
them to succeed academically in college. And every panel participant added their own stories and experiences
about the college application process and how GWHS prepared them to adapt and navigate the many challenging
aspects of campus life. From choosing classes and handling roommate disputes, to selecting extra-curricular opportunities, the students offered first-hand accounts of their own experiences to help future college-bound
George Washington students know what to expect. A lively Q&A ended the evening.
IB Parent Doug Gertner, a former college admissions officer, convened and facilitated the panel, with support
from Leslie Lilly, Tami Patzer, and Suzi Geimer.
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College Center

Current acceptances:
Arcadia U
Arizona State U
Baylor U
Bethany C
Chapman U
Clark U
Coe C
Colby CC
Colorado C
Colorado School of Mines
Colorado State U Ft Collins
Colorado State U Pueblo
Columbia C
Columbia U
Cornell C
Creighton U
Daemen C
DePaul U
Drake U
Duke U
Earlham C
Embry-Riddle Aeronautical U
Emerson C
Emory U
Eugene Lang C
Florida A&M U
Fordham U
George Mason U
Gustavus Adolphus C
Haverford C
Hillsdale C
Hofstra U
Indiana U
Knox C
Lewis & Clark C
Linfield C
Loyola Marymount U

Congratulations, Seniors,
on completing your college applications (with a
few exceptions for laterdeadline schools).
According to the information entered in Naviance
by February 6, six happy
seniors (primarily those
who opted for Early Decision) already know where
they are headed in the
fall: Emma Austin –
Wesleyan University, Kyle
Berlind - Duke University, Mia Burnett – University of Colorado at Colorado Springs, Brianne
Murray – University of
Kansas, Sara Nick – Columbia University, and
Max Schwartz – Haverford
College.
The remainder of acceptance letters will arrive
by April 1. With the exception of Early Decision
acceptances,
students
have until May 1 to accept or decline admission
offers.
Once students
decide where they will be
going, they should respond promptly to all requests for paperwork,
particularly
regarding
housing.
They should
continue to enter application outcomes in Naviance, as well as letting
recommending teachers
and counselors know.
This column is happy to
report all seniors’ good
news, but we won’t pair
a student’s name with a
college until Naviance
shows that the student
has committed to going
there.
Ms. Cassidy, Mrs. Geimer,

by Linda During
Ms. Lane, and the IB
teachers who wrote recommendations deserve a
standing ovation for successfully sending out the
documentation required
to support all the applications submitted by our
92 seniors. They are still
hard at work responding
to requests for supporting
documents for scholarship applications.
Remember to thank them –
profusely! By now most
colleges should have finished filing all the pieces
of the applications, but
some will still be sorting
through things on their
end.
If a student receives a notice that
something is missing,
please contact Ms.Cassidy
(leigh_cassidyharkleroad@dpsk12.org or
720-423-8664) before getting upset.
Usually a
quick phone call and/or
fax can remedy the situation, and you’ll often discover that “what once
was lost has now been
found.” If a student receives any additional
awards or honors that
would enhance applications, he or she should
update the admissions
representatives. Now is
also a very good time to
continue looking for additional
scholarships;
www.fastweb.com is one
recommended site.
SENIORS should maintain
their grades and fight the
temptation to succumb
completely to senioritis.
They’ll be glad they did
when they request ad-

vanced standing from
their college in the fall.
We’ve all heard tales of
students whose acceptances were rescinded
due to poor spring grades
and no GWIB senior
should become one of
them!
SENIORS AND THEIR PARENTS should be working
on, or done with, financial aid applications.
Many highly selective
schools require that the
FAFSA and CSS PROFILE
be filed by March 1, with
actual tax returns due
soon after. Please check
each college’s requirements
carefully,
and
meet them to the letter.
It is wise to check the
status of your FAFSA
about a week after you
file it online, or as soon
as you receive a written
confirmation if you filed
on paper. Future Center
Advisor Daylisha Hall is
offering a FAFSA workshop on February 24, 4-7
PM.
JUNIORS should be getting serious about their
college search by now
and perhaps planning for
visits
to
out-of-state
schools over spring break.
There is a wealth of information on the GWIB
website.
Go
to
www.georgeib.com and
click on the link to College Counseling.
The
information about Mr.
Haynes and about test
dates is obsolete but, if
you follow the links under
the College Counseling
heading, you’ll find a
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wealth of information
about all aspects of the
college process, including
how to develop a college
list.
This is a good time for
JUNIORS to begin work
on a résumé and personal
statement to share with
Mrs. Geimer, Ms. Cassidy,
or Mr. McCann when they
have their individual interviews in March. There
will also be small group
lunch meetings with Ms
Cassidy and Mr. McCann
to teach the junior class
the nuts and bolts of putting together their actual
applications,
including
details of how to obtain
counselor/school reports,
transcripts, and teacher
recommendations. Each
student
receives
a
“college starter kit” at
this meeting; PARENTS,
ask to see this folder.
Now is also the time for
JUNIORS to complete
their test preparations
and to register for whatever combination of SAT,
ACT, and Subject Tests
they will take between
now and early June.
Testing is not offered
during the summer, and
it is wise to complete at
least one round before
then. (A few freshmen
and sophomores may also
decide to take a Subject
Test or two.) Once students have firmed up
their test schedules, they
should complete online
registration
promptly
(http://www.collegeboar
d.com/testing
and
http://actstudent.org) to

avoid late fees.
PARENTS OF JUNIORS,
be assured that many,
many juniors are not
nearly as ready to launch
themselves full tilt into
the college process as
you think they should be.
Try to stay out of any
power struggles while
helping your student acquire the tools to do the
job. By the same token,
do what you can to guide
your student to get on
track because next fall
will become overwhelmingly busy.
Encourage
your junior to talk with
the counselors and with
current seniors and college students, and make
college guides available.
Campus visits will also
make college much more
real and tangible for your
junior.
ALL STUDENTS should be
thinking about how they
will spend their summer
break. Many graduating
seniors will need to earn
their contribution to next
year’s tuition, and should
be lining up a job as early
as they can. All students
should consider activities
like summer study, volunteer work, an internship,
or a job. And don’t forget to include plenty of
summer fun too.
Anyone who is curious
about the college search
process might enjoy reading Acceptance: A Legendary Guidance Counselor
Helps Seven Kids Find the
Right Colleges – and Find
Themselves by David Mar-

cus. It contains a lot of
wisdom – and sanity –
that just might help with
keep things in perspective. The book is a good
follow up to the January
alumni panel, reminding
us that there is no one
“right” college, but
rather many possible
ways for students to find
their own paths.

Current acceptances:
Montana State U
Morningside C
Northeastern U
Pennsylvania State U
Point Loma Nazarene U
Purdue U
Regis U
Roanoke C
Santa Clara U
Seattle Pacific U
Seton Hall U
Siena C
Southern Methodist U
Southern Oregon U
Spelman C

Visit the GWHS
Counseling

Stanford U
Trinity U
Tulane U
Tuskegee U
U of Chicago

website at
www.
gwhscounseling.com.

U of Denver
U of Evansville
U of Portland
Washington C
Washington State U
Weleyan U
Westmont C
Willamette U
William Jewell C
Xavier U
U of Alabama
U of Colorado Boulder
U of Colorado Colorado Springs
U of Colorado at Denver
U of Iowa
U of Kansas
U of Michigan
U of Missouri
U of Montana
U of Nevada
U of New Mexico
U of North Carolina
U of Northern Colorado
U of Tennessee
U of Virginia
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Recruiting and Shadowing

If you are interested
in contributing to
the shadowing
process and/or
recruiting events,
please contact

Shadowing opportunities
continued with a full
slate of eighth graders
through the end of January when the choice
forms were due.
Marjie Lane has worked
tirelessly to organize the
students and their information. With the help of
parents
Jamie Sarche
and Jennifer Wiener as
volunteer greeters, shadows continued to feel
welcome and have their
questions
addressed.
Thank you to Jamie and
Jennifer as well as to all
of our wonderful host
students! We already look

forward to welcoming our
Class of 2019!
We also continue to look
for new ways to promote
our IB program to current
eighth graders. On January 20th, Jenn and Paul
Barrow, parents, and
their daughter, Anna, a
ninth grader, opened
their home in Lowry to
eighth graders from Hill
and their parents. The
evening was an informal
Q & A session, with ninth
graders Anna Barrow,
Hayden
Borg,
Clare
Drewes and George Fenton addressing the questions of the Hill families.

Marjie Lane and Melanie
Bryant also attended to
add insight and information. The evening was a
great success. Thank you
to Anna, Jenn and Paul
Barrow, Hayden, Clare
and George! Also, thank
you to Marjie, Melanie
and Cassie Perlmutter,
the GT teacher from Hill
who helped with the
guest list.
If you are interested in
contributing to the shadowing process and/or
recruiting events, please
contact Maura Mackintosh
at maura@solucian.com.

Maura Mackintosh
at maura@solucian.
com.

Anticipating the Class of 2019, and Beyond
The first round of school
choice ended January 31,
and GW is now anticipating
the arrival of the class of
2019. Some of the people
that helped IB recruit at
our final events were Kristi
Butkovich, and Pat Mason.

Maura Mackintosh and Pam
Paulien would like to give
their heartfelt thanks to
them, and say thanks again
to everyone who got out
the message that the future is still bright for GWIB
students. A new recruiting

committee has begun planning for next year. Please
let us know if you have
time or ideas to volunteer.

I WANT TO KEEP IB STRONG!
Enclosed is my tax-deductible donation in the amount of $__________
____________________________________________________ _____________________________
Name of donor(s)
Name of student(s)
____________________________________________ ____________________________________
Street address, city, zip
E-mail address

Mail your check and completed form TODAY to:
Friends of IB Scholars Foundation
c/o John Murray, Treasurer
1243 South Williams Street, Denver, CO 80210

Volume 27, Issue 4
Page 7

SENIOR PAGE
Attention IB Seniors & family ! Please save this date!

IB Senior Brunch
Sunday May 3, 2015 – 11:00 – 1:00pm - Doubletree at Denver Tech Center
Shortly, you will be receiving your invitation in the mail for the Senior IB
Brunch – a wonderful annual tradition that recognizes your accomplishments as
an IB Senior and a fun way to wrap up your senior year. Events at the brunch
include:
A delicious buffet brunch
Scholarship awards and recognition
Senior skit – always funny and satirical
“Then & Now” video – shots of each of you through the years. Each senior
will get their own copy of the video.
(But we need your help! See below.)
Be sure to RSVP for you and your family as soon as you get your invitation!
Questions? Please call Jody Kerr at 303-748-1963

IB SENIORS - WE NEED YOUR PHOTOS!
We will be compiling a fun montage of photos of all our IB Seniors and the
video will be set to music. The video will be shown at the IB Senior Brunch on
May 3, 2015 at the Double Tree Denver Tech Center. But first, we need your
photos! Here is what we need YOU to do:
If you are not already in the “2015 GW IB Senior Brunch” group on Facebook, then request to be a part of it or have a friend add you!
Please upload 3-5 pictures of you:
Your Senior picture
An adorable baby picture
1-3 ‘other’ pictures of you in sports, clubs or with friends
Pictures must be 600 dpi or greater
Don’t be left out! Upload TODAY!
If you cannot upload or do not have access to Facebook, please contact
Jody Kerr @ 303-748-1963 or jody.kerr@bluebirdturf.com

Want to buy a current yearbook for
your GW Patriot?
We’ve made it
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Classroom Improvements

Separate lab
stations and
classroom area

Mr. Berry's Environmental
Systems and Societies
Room was recently redone
although there are a few
punch list items remaining
he did move back in prior
to Winter Break.
He is so excited to have
working gas lines and air
lines. The room has an
official hood to vent

fumes. It is modern and
up to date.
Mr. Berry
shared his enthusiasm over
having separate lab stations and a class work
area. This provides much
more efficient teaching
methods and is a big time
saver.
The greenhouse which is
attached had several re-

pairs done to it as well -repairing the radiant floor
heating, fixed some leaks,
replaced the cracked window and repaired the
swamp cooler.
There are still a few things
left to do in the greenhouse but perhaps that
could be a fundraiser idea
for a CAS project!!!

provide more
efficient teaching
methods.

The Surveyor: Subscribe to GW’s Student-Led Newspaper
Subscribe to the Surveyor and it will be mailed to you! No more finding issues crumpled at the bottom of messy
backpacks! For only $10 for the second semester, you will receive each issue of the Surveyor and you will be helping to support this part of GW’s culture. Simply fill out the form (PLEASE PRINT NEATLY) and return it to the
Newspaper office, room 316, or put it in Mr. Singer’s box. Cash or checks (make checks payable to GWHS) accepted, subject line: Surveyor subscription.
____________________________________________________
Name

__________________________
Phone number

_____________________________________________________________________________________________
Address receiving the subscription
City
State ZIP
__________________________________________________________
Email address

Thanks for your support!

______________________________
Student affiliated with Surveyor
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Speech and Debate
If you’ve heard about GW’s
Speech & Debate team,
but have never seen our
stellar performers, then
it’s time to mark your calendar.

will be coming to GW next
year, please share the invitation to Performance
Night with them and their
families so they can learn
more about our team.

Please plan to come to
Performance Night on
March 5 from 7 to 9 p.m.
in the GW Auditorium.
Along with wonderful desserts, you’ll get to see top
students “perform” various
forms of debate along with
riveting dramatic and comedy pieces.

About 130 students have
been
working
hard
throughout the year, attending local meets every
Saturday and traveling to
tournaments in diverse
locales from the Bronx to
Chicago and from Cheyenne to Salt Lake City.

Everyone is welcome from
parents and siblings to prospective students. If you
know new students who

Each weekend, our students bring home multiple
trophies!
We also have helped host
three tournaments: the

DPS tournament at DSA in
February, the Patriot
Games at GW in January
and the Mile High Tournament at DU in November.
Parent volunteers have
been stepping up regularly
to support the team, judge
and provide food for
judges. Thank you to everyone for your non-stop
support!
Some of the older students
now are preparing to go to
a tournament at Berkeley.
Next, the top speakers and
debaters will head to the
state competition and to
nationals. We’ll keep you
posted on how they do.
And to get more information on the team anytime,
please visit our website at
h
t
t
p
: /
/
www.gwhsspeechanddebat
e.com/
We are so grateful to our
excellent teacher, Maryrose Kohan, and the many
assistant coaches she has
assembled to help our students hone their speaking
and performance skills at
meets near and far.

Garden Update
Spring is coming! GWHS will be having Go Green day this year on
Saturday, April 11th from 8 a.m. to noon at GWHS. We need volunteers to help plant trees, weed and other grounds tasks on our beautiful, big campus. Please help out! Email Barb DeSarro
at bwdesarro@hotmail.com or Susan Nordstrom
at norsk@comcast.net to let us know you can help.
Parents, students, teachers, administration, alums and community
are all welcome!

IB art show opening
will be in the GW
basement area on
March 20 at 5-7pm.
Bring family and
friends supporting
these wonderful
artists.

Mark your calendars:
Used Book Buy Back and Sale
May 28th, 11:00am—4:00pm
Book Sale only—May 29th,
7:00am—1:00pm
in the Community Room

2014-2015 IB Program Administrators
IB Coordinator

Suzanne Geimer

720-423-8884

Suzanne_Geimer@dpsk12.org

IB Administrative Assistant

Marjie Lane

720-423-8829

Marjorie_Lane@dpsk12.org

IB Guidance Counselor
(11th & 12th grades)

Leigh Cassidy

720-423-8641

leigh_cassidy-harkleroad@dpsk12.org

Pre-IB Guidance Counselor
(9th & 10th grades)

Jay McCann

720-423-8670

Jeremiah_McCann@dpsk12.org

IB Parents Association Board of Directors
President

Leslie B. Lilly (Wollins)

Vice President OPEN 2015-16

(Open)

Secretary

Kerstin Froyd

Treasurer

John Murray

303-885-1241

jm1241@gmail.com

Senior Brunch Chair OPEN 2015-16

Jody Kerr

303-377-7341

jody.kerr@husqvarna.com

Student Directory Chair

Kim Kelsay

kelsaykim@gmail.com

Freshman Orientation Chair

Kerstin Froyd

kerstinfroyd@aol.com

IB Ambassadors Chair

Maura Mackintosh

maura@solucian.com

Broadcaster Editor OPEN 2015-16

Tami Patzer

tami-p@comcast.net

CSC Representatives

Barbara Chin
Jay Clapper
Mary Jo Minogue

barbdan5@gmail.com
jayclapper@me.com
minogue4@yahoo.com

Picnic Chair OPEN 2015-16

Jody Kerr

Proctor Coordinator OPEN 2015-16

Liz Shane

lizshane1@yahoo.com

Kathryn Stieneker

kstieneker@comcast.net

Marijke Sheraden

marijke_sheraden@yahoo.com

Spring Book Sale & Buy Back

303-910-0910

snillow@comcast.net

kerstinfroyd@aol.com

303-377-7341

303-671-5225

jody.kerr@husqvarna.com

Alumni Representative

Linda During

lindaduring@gmail.com

Web Site & Public Relations

Kelly Morrison

kellymorrison2@gmail.com

Friends of IB Foundation
President

Tom Zeiler

thomaswilliamzeiler@gmail.com

No cost fundraising for GW
King Soopers grocery gift cards offer a no cost way to raise money for the school. GW Patriot Parents gets 5% of
what you spend back and the funds are used for events that benefit all students. Last year, the school got more
than $1000 back. Let’s see if we can double that! If you have a card, please remember to use it every time you
shop at King Soopers. If you don’t have a card and will use one, please contact Kerstin Froyd at kerstinfroyd@aol.com. The card is free to start and is already loaded with $5.
Another no cost way to fundraise for GW is to shop at Target and use a Target credit card. The school gets 1%
back if you assign it to GW. Last year, the school got more than $1000 back with 72 cardholders signed up. If you
have a Target red card or other Target credit card, please make sure that you have chosen GW to receive 1% of
what you spend. You can check at Target.com/redcard/main. Scroll down to take charge of education->learn
more and then sign me up on the bottom left or check your designation in the middle section.

