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World School
From the Board
The 2008-2009 school year is off to a great start
for the IB Parents Association. Both the IB Picnic
and our September parent meeting were well
attended. Thanks to Terry Brandl for organizing
the picnic. The picnic is always a great way to start
off the new school year and Creekside Park is a
beautiful setting for an evening of Ultimate
Frisbee, food, and conversation. We appreciate the
faculty taking time from their evening to come and
meet their students’ families. Mr. Lukowski even
offered extra credit to every student who
introduced their parent to him. At our September
meeting, veteran college admission guru Peter Van
Buskirk met with parents and students, presenting
a realistic and entertaining look at the college
admission process. Our very own college
counselor, Mr. Franklin, will offer his annual
College Night for Seniors on September 30th. He
will address the college admission process, from
finding the right school to navigating the financial
aid system and writing a successful application
essay. Mr. Franklin has already been meeting with
the IB juniors and seniors. Talk to your student and
make sure that they are taking advantage of this
wonderful resource, sponsored by the Association.
Our next IB Parents Association meeting will be
Tuesday, Oct 14th, 7 – 8:30 PM. All families will
meet in the auditorium. Suzanne Geimer will
begin the meeting with IB updates. The freshman
students will then split off to participate in an
interactive panel with current IB sophomores, who
will provide information about life in the IB
program and how to get the most out of your first

year. Social studies teacher Ms. Gale-Martinez
will also be available to answer questions.
Upperclassmen and their parents will meet with
Raymael Blackwell. Mr. Blackwell runs the
Future Center at George Washington High School
under the auspices of The Denver Foundation. He
will introduce the online counseling resource
called Naviance and walk us through the
advantages of this comprehensive computer
program. This is an excellent opportunity to meet
Mr. Blackwell and learn about the Future Center
and the Naviance system.
Please encourage your student to take advantage of
the college fairs around the city and the college
representatives who will be at GW during the next
3 weeks. Times and locations are listed in this
issue of the Broadcaster and will be kept updated
on GW’s Naviance website and in the Future
Center.
-- Debra Roads, Parents Association President
______________________________________

Pumpkin Call!
IB Physics teacher, Derrick
McNeill, is planning the
Annual Physics Pumpkin
Drop Contest in early
November and is requesting the
donation of pumpkins. Anyone who wishes to
donate one (some?) whole, rather than carved,
should plan to deliver them during the October
parent conferences or arrange delivery with Mr.
McNeill: Derrick_McNeill@dpsk12.org.

Thank You for Funding the IB Parent Association!
Thanks to the excellent response to the dues campaign, the Friends of IB
Scholars Foundation has raised enough money to fund the activities of the
Parents Association for this school year. What are those activities, you
ask? They include communications, e.g., the website, monthly meetings,
newsletter, and directory; program support, e.g., middle school
ambassadors and administration of the shadowing and CAS programs; and events, e.g., teacher
appreciation, fall picnic, spring welcome fest, and freshman orientation. A public school program does not
have room in its budget for such “extras,” so the IB program relies on your support to make it all happen.

Thank you!
We were pleased to be able to reward early birds who gave at the $40 level or more with free admission to
Peter Van Buskirk’s college admission seminar and a complimentary copy of his book Winning the College
Admissions Game. Some of you donated considerably more than $40, allowing us to reach our initial goal
despite the fact that quite a few families have yet to make a donation. Veteran parents may have noticed
that this year is different in that donors can write one check to the Foundation, rather than separate checks to
the Foundation and to the Parents Association. The intent of the change is to simplify the fundraising
process and to streamline your record-keeping and ours. It also makes 100% of your donation taxdeductible. There is no appreciable change in how the money is used.
Having met our first funding priority, we are now free to apply your continuing contributions to the
program enrichment needs of GWIB, as the Foundation has done since its inception. Again, we are
grateful to those families who have already made a donation and look forward to hearing from many more
of you soon. Your generosity keeps GW’s IB program strong.

Denver Schools Distinguished
Teacher Award
Would you like an easy
volunteer project that
pays big dividends for
your student at
GWHS?
Each year, IB parents
nominate a teacher to be
recognized as a DPS Distinguished Teacher. The
work involves collecting letters of support from
students, parents and other teachers. These are then
put into a book (e.g. 3-ring binder) for submission.
We have always been successful with our
nominations. The project begins in November and
ends in January. In the spring, DTA hosts a gala
banquet, where colleagues and students of the
awardees offer accolades, and DTA presents each
2

Distinguished Teacher Award Recipient with a
cash award of $1,000. Each recipient's school will
receive $650 with the Recipient Teacher
designating how the gift is to be spent.
Our IB teachers work extra hard for our
children. This is an opportunity to say "thankyou". Please volunteer to help.
Contact Chairman Tom Waymire if you would like
to be involved. Daytime: 303-355-6181 or
TRwaymire@aol.com.
To read more about the Distinguished Teacher
Award and see the names of past awardees,
please visit:
http://www.denverteachersawards.org

IB Office 720.423.8626

2008-2009 Events Calendar
th

September 30 : College Night with Dan Franklin, for current seniors and their parents in particular, but
all years are welcome.
October 13th:
th

IB Exam fees due to Mrs. Geimer.

October 14 :

IB PARENT ASSOC. MEETING, Auditorium, 7-8:30pm. Updates on IB by Ms
Geimer. Special sophomore panel with Q & A for freshman follows. Sophomore, junior
and senior families will learn about the new online counseling system called Naviance.
This is ESSENTIAL information for the completion of college application and
tremendously useful for all students in their college search process.

October 14th:

CAS Fair, GW Gym 8:30am–11:30am Students will learn about a large variety of ways
to meet CAS requirements. See full article in this issue of The Broadcaster.

October 20-28th: IB Exam Registration Period. All Seniors and any Juniors who are taking IB exams this
year must register for them in the IB office. Details will be given at school.
October 21st:

Scholarship Workshop with Raymael Blackwell, Director of GW’s Future Center, 7-8
pm in the 2nd floor Library.

November 11th: IB PARENT ASSOC. MEETING, Auditorium, 7-8:30pm, for sophomores (show should
make every effort to attend) and interested freshman students and parents on choice of IB
classes and an introduction to CAS
November 17th: City-wide GW IB Information Night, Auditorium, 7-9pm
December 3rd:

City-wide GW IB Information Night, Auditorium,7-9 pm

th

December 17 : Financial aid workshop with Raymael Blackwell, 7-9 pm, 2nd floor Library
January 6th:

IB PARENT ASSOC. MEETING. College Panel: IB alumni come back from across the
country to share their insights on college life and how IB program prepared them for it.

January 6th:

NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS

January 15

th:

Financial Aid/FAFSA Workshop. Community Rm, 6-7pm, and then move to the
computer lab to file applications online with assistance from Raymael Blackwell.

January 31st:

Saturday Financial Aid/FAFSA Computer Workshop for parents and students, with
Raymael Blackwell, in the Future Center, 8am-12:00noon.

February 10th:

IB PARENT ASSOC. MEETING Judge Wakefield and Pam Wakefield. “Smart Kids
Making Bad Decisions”

February 12th:

FAFSA Workshop, 6-8pm in the Future Center with Raymael Blackwell.

March:

Welcome Fest (date to be determined by DPS choice deadline)

March 19th:

Denver Scholarship Foundation Workshop with Raymael Blackwell. Understanding
your financial award letter, making housing deposits and finding the perfect summer
program.

April 14th:

Mandatory meeting For Juniors and their parents regarding college application
guidelines. Open to all years.

May:

Freshman Orientation (date to be determined by middle school graduations)

May 26, 27, 28: FINAL EXAMS
http://www.georgeib.com
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DPS CALENDAR
CHANGES

Changes to second semester: Students return to
school January 7 (not the 6th)
High School students now have classes on May
27th .

The Board of Education approved the modified
2008-2009 school calendar on September 18,
2008. Five late start days (3 hours later than
normal start time) have been added to the calendar:
December 12
January 14
February 12
April 21
May 15

Final exams will be May 26,27,28
(DON’T PLAN TRAVEL DURING
THIS TIME!)
For more details and information:
http://www.dpsk12.org

to the Model UN leadership for your help
with the Human Rights Symposium and
Model UN training Saturday, September
20th at St Mary’s Academy.
Amie Kashon, Taylor Webser, Emily Peterson, and Angela Bae
did a wonderful job in the mock debate!
Taylor and Angela took a class on parliamentary procedure.
Emily and Amie taught a class on Model UN and were truly superb.
Leslie Whitty
4

IB Office 720.423.8626

CREATIVTY, ACTION and SERVICE
We have been busy planning events for the upcoming year. For those of you new to IB, CAS (Creativity,
Action, and Service) activities are an essential requirement that must be completed to receive the IB
Diploma. CAS is “…designed to involve students in new roles. The emphasis is on learning by doing real
tasks with real consequences, then reflecting on these experiences over time.”(IBO)
The International Baccalaureate Program places great emphasis on the CAS requirements, frequently audits
the CAS activities, and expects all IB programs to comply with the intent and the letter of the requirements.
Last year’s CAS Board did an outstanding job of working with the IB office and the students to coordinate
the efforts and to make sure that GW IB continues to fulfill the CAS requirements in ways that are
meaningful to the students and that meet the IBO guidelines.
This is a challenging year for our committee, as there were new guidelines introduced last spring for the
Class of 2010 and beyond. That means this year’s seniors are operating under one set of guidelines, and the
rest of the program under another! More information, including the official Guidelines set by the IBO for
both programs are posted on the GWHS IB website.

The activities planned for this fall include:

CAS Fair, Tues., October 14, from 8:30 a.m. to 11:30 am (Location:GW Gym)
What started out three years ago as a way to help students identify creative activities has become a way to
introduce students to multiple Creative, Action and Service activities that can be used to fill these
requirements. The Creativity requirement is often a difficult one for students who are not in drama, music
or dance. The IBO is very specific that the creative activities students engage in should be group activities,
and especially in new roles wherever possible. Nevertheless, individual commitments to learning an art
form are allowed, when the student sets goals and reflects on progress. Therefore, passive activities, such as
going to museums and films, or individual activities, such as writing poetry or learning to play guitar, do not
usually count unless the students engages an adult sponsor (NOT a family member), sets goals for learning,
and the learning culminates in an activity such as a recital, a performance, etc. Action activities, likewise,
need to have specific goals, and ideally be group oriented. Therefore, skiing on the weekend, for example,
in and of itself, would not count. The student must set goals, be able to measure progress, enlist an adult
sponsor, etc. Lastly, service must have meaning and involve others. Simply shelving books at the library,
or helping a parent at his/her company sponsored event without understanding who is affected and having a
personal tie usually do not count.
The list of groups who have committed to come this year is OUT OF THIS WORLD!! Creative options can
be found at booths manned by groups like Epicurean Catering, Johnson and Whales, knitting, traditional
Brazilian martial arts and dance, mainstream dance, college of art and design, quilting, weaving, music,
juggling, chess, film production, just to mention a few. Action opportunities will be offered through
climbing instruction, sailing, skiing clubs, and aerial dance, among others. Groups from Boys and Girls
Clubs, reading for the dyslexic and blind, Ronald McDonalds House, numerous recycling organizations,
tutoring opportunities, elderly assistance, and many more will represent opportunities for service. George
Washington Clubs and activities will also be available for sign up, including Speech and Debate, Model
UN, arts Club, Math Club, and many more. This is not to be missed!!!
A BIG thank you to Carolyn Faselt (chair), and her committee; Jennifer Janes, Candace Rusk, Christi
Millar, Robin Kane and Barbara Laff for all their help arranging for vendors and presenters. We are in
need of several parents to help work the event on October 14th. If you are interested, please contact Gail
Sigman (information below.)
http://www.georgeib.com
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A list of all participating groups and their contact information will be posted on the IB website. If you
know of a person or business that represents a group that would enhance the Fair and would like access to
200+ students in person and over 400 families via our website, please contact Carolyn Faselt at 303-7779501. We encourage you to consider some of these activities for your students, not only as a way to
stimulate their creative, action and service thinking, but also as a way to thank these participants for giving
their time and resources to our students.
Parents are welcome to attend the fair as well, but remember to check in with the office first and get a
visitor’s badge!

Junior Writing Workshop, November 14th 2008
Another requirement of the CAS program is that each student submit one reflective essay per area (C, A and
S). The essays are a way to reflect awareness of self-discovery, growth and application of this knowledge,
These essays answers questions such as, “How are you different as a result of these experiences?”, “What
have you learned about yourself?” and/or “How did participation in these activities change how you think
and behave?” The juniors will receive instruction on how to write this type of essay, and will be required to
have one completed by May 2009. If you are interested in learning the technique or presenting to next
year’s junior class, please contact Gail Sigman.

Senior Check-In Day, November 14th 2008
In order to meet the CAS requirements for the IB diploma, seniors must have completed 150 total hours of
appropriate activities; (50 hours in each category Creativity, Action and Service) and have written three (3)
reflective essays to be included in a portfolio for review at an interview. Almost every senior turned in one
essay and sheets reflecting 75 hours last May. We were very impressed with the caliber of their work.
Essays and forms were returned to students with comments. Seniors will need to turn in their second essay
and sheets reflecting an additional 50 hours. The entire portfolio is due in early March.

If you are interested in volunteering for various CAS activities, there are multiple
opportunities. These opportunities range from helping supply food at gettogethers to on-going volunteer work in one or more of the group’s subcommittees
For more information on the Board, its activities, or to volunteer your time and talents to this great
initiative, please contact either Gail Sigman or Janice Thomas via the contact information listed below.

Gail Sigman
gailsigman@comcast.net
303-270-0461
(daytime leave msg if needed)
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Janice Thomas
janicekempthomas@yahoo.com
303-757-1624

IB Office 720.423.8626

Oh, the Places We Did Go and the Things that We Did See!
The IB and Colorado Ambassadors trip to France began with the shortest night possible, almost 24 hours
of continual sunshine thanks to our summer solstice departure. With the help of our superb IB students,
including Luc Raschbacher, Eric Roads, Angela Bae, Ryan Stroud, Amaya Bayne and Mitchell Goudy,
Catherine Bedard and Liz Ward led a group of students to France and Spain in a trip that was even more
rewarding than the trip of June 2007. We were joined with students from both Colorado Academy and St.
Mary’s Academy.
Sightings in Paris? Jean-Paul Sartre? Simone de Beauvoir? Ernest Hemingway?
Carla Bruni? Not quite but we did visit their hang-outs on the Left Bank and
Montmartre and had a peek at the Elysees Palace where Mme Bruni resides with
the French president. Paris was everything the guidebooks suggest: historical
monuments at every corner, sidewalk cafes, museums too many to name, romantic
interludes, hordes of tourists and unfortunately a very de-valued dollar, all under
the most perfect weather imaginable. We were joined and rejuvenated by one of
our own former IB students, Helene Tournier, class of 2003 who is currently
working in France. She introduced our students to the Latin Quarter and some of the fast foods offered
there, crepes, merguez, gaufres and frites.
Many students took a train for the first time in their lives, and this was an overnight train of couchettes for
sleeping to St. Jean de Luz, our next destination. Under a sky of azure, the students found the beaches
irresistible, even more so than a tour of the city. There was plenty of time for that but our next treat was the
cuisine by Chef Gerard, a Basque chef without equal, who treated us twice a day to regional specialties.
Among the regional monuments we visited was a palace that was in direct competition with Versailles.
Edmond Rostand, the author of Cyrano, built himself a fabulous chateau in the 19th century, and it proved to
be a jewel for us. We had several excursions to Spain and were in Spanish Basque country the evening that
Spain won the European soccer championship.
We left France on the 4th of July already thinking of next year’s trip. We are considering adding a home
stay or perhaps offering a week of intensive language study. Please feel free to express your opinions and
offer suggestions for June, 2009.
Elizabeth_ward@dpsk12.org

COSTA RICA
IB students Simon Hall (Senior), Martin Leece (Junior), Scott Symonds (Senior) and Northeastern chemical
engineering student Alicia Leece spent two weeks in Costa Rica
in June and had the time of their lives! The four spent half of the
trip in and around the capital of San Jose, staying with a host
family, doing community service and taking Spanish classes in
the CPI (Centro Panamericano de Idiomas). The other half of the
trip was split between the beach town of Manuel Antonio (on the
Pacific coast) and Arenal, a city situated on near an active
volcano around 3 hours from San Jose. They participated in
hiking in the rainforest, zip line canopy tours, bungee jumping,
swimming and boogey boarding in the ocean, snorkeling, beach
volleyball, pool, eating and drinking, being harassed by US
custom agents and much more! All 4 students had a great time and hope that subsequent trips turn out even
better!
http://www.georgeib.com
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National Competition for
National History Day
Leah Leiber, Natalie Lays, Maddy Winslow,
Taylor Webster and Conrad Quade and I all
attended the national competition for National
History Day at the University of Maryland in
College Park, MD. We had a blast of a week,
competing, sightseeing, getting lost attempting to
sightsee, and watching other documentaries and
performances from Colorado and from around the
country. Leah, Natalie and Maddy were ranked
third in the first round of judging, narrowly
missing finals (the top two advance from each
group). They all represented GW and Colorado
well – I and the history department couldn’t be
more proud of them!

Colorado History Day - GW Qualifies in
All 8 Categories
These are the State Qualifiers for our GW
Patriots for the Colorado History Day that was
held last May. We were the only school in the
state that qualified in all 8 categories of
competition! At State, we placed 3d in Senior
Papers (Joanna Foote), 1st in Individual Exhibits
(Conrad Quade), 3d in Individual Exhibits (Chris
Grant), 2d in Group Exhibits (Natalie Lays, Leah
Lieber, Madeleine Winslow), 3d in Group
Exhibits (Olivia Edwards, Chase Kernan), 2d in
Individual Documentary (Taylor Webster), and 3d
Place Group Documentary (Rachel Yahn, Jordyn
Sample-Reif, Erika Tiemeier, Ido Waksman).

Lightning Strikes Twice for GWIB
Senior Peter Lewis
A perfect performance on
both the SAT and ACT
may not be a one in a
million occurrence, but it
comes awfully close.
Roughly one in 5,000
students will score either
2400 on the SAT or 36
on the ACT, and we can
only imagine the odds
against any one student
achieving perfect scores
on both tests. But that is exactly what Peter
Lewis has done. Please join us in congratulating
this exceptionally talented member of the Class of
2009.
A talented musician as well as student,, Peter is
selling his first full-length CD as a fundraiser for
the medical expenses of his brother, Dan. Dan
(GWIB ’05) was injured last year on a bicycle trip
with Habitat for Humanity and is currently
recovering at home. Peter's CD, titled By
Popular Supply consists of 13 original
compositions with instrumentation based around
keyboards and vocals, but includes a variety of
wind, string, and electronic instruments. Students
may recognize tracks like George “Abraham
Lincoln” Washington, Song for Jie-Jie (The Three
Armed Boy, and Cuentos de la Selva, which have
appeared in various IB classes over the years. To
order a copy, talk to Peter at George or send $10
cash or check along with your address to Peter
Lewis, 6800 East 10th Ave. Denver, CO, 80220.

Sara V. Morrow
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A Message from the Friends of IB Scholars Foundation Board
Looking through this issue of the Broadcaster, you’ll note that we just received word that the Ebrahimi
Family Foundation has offered us a new $15,000 challenge grant. This is a significant sum for us, and
reflects the great generosity of the Ebrahimi family. It is also a key element in our fund-raising drive for
this year (and beyond) to provide your kids and our teachers with the resources they need to maintain the
excellence of the IB program.
In the past, the Friends of the IB Scholars Foundation has provided funding for everything from books to
laptops to the Freshman summer orientation program to course assistance to teacher training and to supplies,
equipment, and materials. That’s a mouthful! But, this partial list indicates the level of support the Board
provides directly to ensure that your student receives the best education available in Denver.
We need you to STEP UP and help us in any way – in any amount – that you can. Our kids and teachers
are counting on you!
First, as you know, please pay your $40 DUES to the Parents Association. This allows the Association (the
action arm of the Foundation Board) to run the programs and provide the support networks that are critical
to IB’s success at George Washington. Believe me, those dues are a great investment in your student.
Next, consider contributing to the Foundation in any amount feasible so we can meet the Ebrahimi
Challenge. That is, we need another check from you; this donation is separate from your $40 Parents
Association dues. Your donation to the Foundation gets double miles by allowing us to draw on the
Ebrahimi funds. And because the Friends of IB Scholars Foundation is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization,
your gift is tax-deductible. We’re reaching the end of the 2008 tax year - no minor consideration when
looking ahead to April and the IRS!
Flip to the form in this Broadcaster entitled Challenge Grant Announced for GWIB for information on
levels of support and where to mail your check. I know we can all do right by our kids and bring in muchneeded funding for their education!

GW Improv Troupe – panda-MONIUM

GW's improv troupe, [panda]-MONIUM, performed at its first improv night on Friday, September 5. The
troupe will perform on the first Friday of each month at 6PM at GW. Performances are free, but
donations would be wildly appreciated.
http://www.georgeib.com
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Eleven National Merit Semifinalists In Class of ‘09
GWIB is proud to announce that the following 11 seniors have been named National Merit Semifinalists:
(back row) Sean Manton, Randy Waymire, Skylar Elisberg, Peter Lewis, Kyle Smith and DJ Mares;
(front row) Hanna Toribara, Emily Josephs, and Maddie Wohlberg; (not shown) Alex Efaw and
Joanna Foote. Approximately 16,000 students (the top 1% or so) who take the PSAT are offered the
opportunity to continue in the National Merit competition to qualify for 8,200 scholarship awards to be
offered next spring. Congratulations to these outstanding students, and to the 9 other DPS Semifinalists.
We are particularly thrilled to report that only two schools in Colorado had more than 11 Semifinalists this
year, and one of those has more than twice the enrollment of GW. Our Class of 2009 is truly an outstanding
group of students!
Semifinalists for National Hispanic and National Achievement Scholarships will be announced soon, as will
commendations for students in all three categorie; those results will be reported when they become
available.
Current juniors must take the PSAT/NMSQT on October 18 in order to be eligible for next year’s National
Merit awards. Sophomores who want a trial run of the PSAT may also take the test on that date. Interested
students who failed to sign up by the announced September 19 deadline can contact GW’s junior class
counselors (Lindsey_Vesceri@dpsk12.org or 720-423-8664; or Andrew_Winn@dpsk12.org) to see if space
is still available.

______________________________________________________________________________________

GW Community Landscape Committee
Update
Plans for improving the
north-side landscape of
George Washington are
moving ahead!
Parent Ann Cuthbertson (architect) and GW alum
Elizabeth Curtis (engineer) are teaming up to
design a plan for re-landscaping the north
entrance. Many thanks to I.B. sophomore Zoe
Faselt and her dad, Gary Faselt (surveyor), for
taking spot elevations to make the plans possible.
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You may have noticed the new paver paths laid
down by the GW Community Landscape
Committee in the north parking-lot "islands". We
hope these will come in handy in bad weather and
direct feet away from the fragile sprinkler heads
in those islands.
All are welcome to come out for George's new
Community Service days on the 3rd Saturday
of each month from 9 to 11 a.m. We'll have
some outdoor projects to tackle while weather
permits.
Jennifer Janes, jjanes@ecentral.com
GW Community Landscape Committee Chair

IB Office 720.423.8626

THE IB COUNSELING AND COLLEGE CORNER
This column strives to keep readers informed about college related events specific to
the GWIB community. There are also many publications that help students (and parents) tame the college
beast. One of my favorites is Fiske What to Do When for College: A Student and Parent’s Guide to
Deadlines, Planning and the Last Two Years of High School. The title says it all. Pay attention to the
edition, as some dates change from year to year. The guide describes October as the month “when
everything hits the fan.” This is when early applications are due, application lists and strategies are
finalized, and teacher recommendations should be confirmed. Parents of financial aid applicants at highly
selective colleges are often shocked to discover that this is the preferred time for completion of the
CSS/PROFILE form, available online at https://profileonline.collegeboard.com. Think of it as a warm-up
for January, when you will need to complete your 2008 tax return and the FAFSA.
October is the busiest month for college admissions representative visits to GW, and an up-to-the minute
schedule is available online through the new Naviance system. Every Junior and Senior should have an
individual Naviance account and be using it to sign up for rep visits. Naviance sign-ups will create the
required passes for rep meetings as well as an attendance list for each session. (Yes, attendance will be
taken!) Students should be judicious in the number of sessions they attend, as they will not be excused from
completing class work. Some college reps hold meetings at other Denver Metro locations; check specific
college and university websites for details.
Naviance is a powerful online resource for students, parents, and counselors, and we are excited to have it
available at GW. If it performs as promised, it will dramatically streamline the processing of college
applications for students and for school personnel. It is extremely important for Seniors follow
instructions from the IB Office, GW Counseling, and the Future Center about how to use this new
system to submit application materials. Juniors and Seniors should also use Naviance to research careers,
colleges, scholarships, and financial aid. We hope to provide access for sophomores and freshmen in the
not too distant future.
Seniors have been meeting individually with IB’s contracted college counselor Mr. Franklin since the
beginning of the school year to review their college planning and put finishing touches on application essays
and the like. If your Senior has not yet done this, please have him or her reserve a meeting time using the
appointment binder in the Future Center. Seniors and their parents are also encouraged to attend the
September 30 meeting (see below). Additionally, Mr. Franklin will respond to e-mails from students
(collegehelpguy@yahoo.com); please put “GWIB” in the subject line.
All Juniors have received a checklist of recommended college-related activities for this year from Mr.
Franklin. Please review it together and create a strategy that works for your student and family. Mr.
Franklin will begin individual meetings with Juniors in November. Juniors initiate these appointments by
reserving a time in the appointment binder in the Future Center.
September 29, Monday, 9:00 – 10:30 AM, GWHS hosts an In State College Fair run by
Colorado Day/Night College Fair Programs. Evening sessions of this fair are offered at several
metro area schools; see www.coloradocouncil.org.
September 30, Tuesday, 7 PM, Community Room: Mr. Franklin will meet with Seniors and
their parents to discuss the final phases of the college application process. Other years
welcome. Please note the change of date!
http://www.georgeib.com
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October 1, Wednesday, 6:30 – 8:30 PM, Monarch High School, Louisville, and October 2,
Thursday, 6:30 – 8:30 PM, J. F. Kennedy High School, Denver: Out of State College Nights
offered by College Fairs of Greater Denver. See www.collegefairsdenver.org for a list of
participating institutions.
October 4, Saturday, 10 AM – 2 PM, Cherry Creek High School: Cherry Creek College Fair (Inand Out-of-State), offered by College Fairs of Greater Denver. This is the largest of the college
fairs, with many schools represented (see www.collegefairsdenver.org) and a wide variety of
workshops and information sessions for students and parents.
October 18, Saturday, 8 AM. Juniors (and Sophomores who want a trial run) have the
opportunity to take the PSAT/NMSQT (National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test) at GW.
Registration is through the school, not online. Alternatively the test is offered on Wednesday,
October 15, but not at GW. Interested students who missed the announced registration deadline
should contact Ms. Vesceri or Mr. Winn in the GW Counseling Office ASAP.
October 20: Deadline to submit Early Decision and Early Action application details to the IB
Office.
October 21, Tuesday, 7 – 8 PM, 2nd floor Library: Scholarship workshop with Mr. Blackwell,
director of GW’s Future Center.
Week of October 27: This is an excellent time for making college visits. Since school is not in
session October 29-31, faculty will assume that Seniors will complete any final revisions to
their extended essays and visit colleges now.
November 1: Deadline for submitting Early Decision and Early Action applications to many
colleges. Check your selected schools’ timelines and requirements carefully.
November 17: Deadline to submit Regular and Rolling Decision application details to the IB
Office.
December 17, Wednesday, 7 – 9 PM, 2nd floor Library. Financial aid/FAFSA workshop with Mr.
Blackwell, Future Center Director.
January 1: Deadline for submitting Regular Decision applications to many colleges. Again,
check your selected schools’ requirements carefully. Some schools have earlier deadlines if you
want to be considered for scholarships.
January 15, Thursday, 6 – 7 PM in the Community Room, and 7 PM on in the computer lab, and
January 31, Saturday 8 AM – Noon in the Future Center: Financial aid/FAFSA workshop with
Mr. Blackwell, with the opportunity to file the FAFSA online. All need-based aid and many merit
scholarships require families to complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA,
www.fafsa.ed.gov). These two workshops will provide hands-on help with the often-confusing
FAFSA process.
February 12, Thursday, 6 – 8 PM, Future Center: FAFSA workshop.
12
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March 19, TBA: Denver Scholarship Foundation Workshop with Mr. Blackwell on understanding
your financial award letter, making housing deposits, and finding summer programs.
April 14, Tuesday, 7 – 8:30 PM: Mandatory meeting for juniors and their parents re college
application guidelines and expectations. Open to all years.
Late April: State-mandated ACT testing for all Juniors. GW arranges registration and fees, and
the test is administered during the school day. Please note that this version of the ACT does not
include the optional Writing Test.
Juniors should begin and Seniors should complete any required standardized testing. Please
familiarize yourselves with what various colleges require and plan accordingly. Details and online
registration are available at www.act.org (ACT) and www.collegeboard.com (SAT).
Test
SAT & Subject Tests
ACT
SAT & Subject Tests
SAT & Subject Tests
ACT
SAT & Subject Tests
ACT
SAT only
ACT
SAT & Subject Tests
SAT & Subject Tests
ACT

2008-2009
Test Date

Regular
Deadline

Late (addl. fee)
Registration

Oct. 4
Oct. 25
Nov. 1
Dec. 6
Dec. 13
Jan. 24
Feb. 7
Mar. 14
Apr. 4
May 2
June 6
June 13

passed
passed
Sept. 26
Nov. 5
Nov. 7
Dec. 26
Jan. 6
Feb. 10
Feb.27
Mar. 31
May 5
May 8

passed
Oct. 3
Oct. 10
Nov. 18
Nov. 20
Jan. 6
Jan. 16
Feb. 24
Mar. 13
Apr.9
May 15
May 22

--Linda During, College Counseling Chair

___________________________________________________
Think Facebook and MySpace Are Private? Think Again!
A new survey of admissions officers at competitive colleges has found that 10% of them look at social
networking sites to evaluate applicants. The Wall Street Journal reported that the survey — by the test-prep
company Kaplan — found that the Facebook snooping wasn’t helping applicants. Admissions officers were
more likely to report that the reviews “negatively affected” their analysis than that they improved their view
of the applicants. Just one more reason for students to be mindful of what they allow to be posted on their
profiles and of how they use privacy settings.

http://www.georgeib.com
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TEACHER & STAFF APPRECIATION COMMITTEE
The parent-run Teacher & Staff Appreciation Committee is, once again, organizing a series of meals
and events to show support to all who work at GWHS and educate our teens! The core committee
needs your help to make these successful events. You can volunteer for as much or as little as you
want, and help in a number of ways.
There are three main all-school teacher & staff events, and monthly events for IB teachers.
For each event, there are several ways to contribute and help.
You can choose to:
1) volunteer some time to help set up, clean up or serve food
2) contribute store purchased or home-made food/supplies
3) write a check (the simplest!) to fund food/supplies purchased. $5 - $20 would be appreciated. Checks
should be payable to GWHS and sent to 160 Eudora Street Denver, CO 80220.

THE EVENTS:
To volunteer for any of the following, please email April Pluss at aprilpluss@yahoo.com.
1) Report Card Pick-up Night, Thursday, October 2, 3:30-5:00 pm. Provide early dinner for all
teachers/staff in the Community Room.
*Already provided (by the committee) - Subway sandwiches, chips, drinks, and dessert.
* NEED: volunteers to help set-up, clean-up or serve.
2) Winter Event Breakfast- date to be announced. Organize breakfast bar for all teachers & staff.
* NEED: food donations (i.e. - bagels, eggs, fruit salad, drinks, etc.)
AND volunteers to help setup, clean up or serve,
AND $$$ to fund food/supplies still needed (see above)
3) CSAP Salad Lunch Bar - date to be announced (early Mar.). Organize lunch for all teachers & staff.
* NEED: food donations (salad fixings, breads, drinks, etc.)
AND volunteers to help set-up, clean-up or serve
AND $$$ to fund food/supplies still needed (see above)
4) Monthly IB teachers events: Something special for IB teachers once a month to remind them how
important they are.
"Grab a friend, pick a month, and plan/implement a treat!"
Ideas: arrange a coffee with sweets, organize a lunch, write appreciation notes with candy
The possibilities are limitless!

PLEASE volunteer, contribute or send money - you can help support our deserving
teachers and staff who support our children!
Thank you,
April Pluss, Chair, Teacher Appreciation Committee
aprilpluss@yahoo.com
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Director’s Corner
As IB families I know you crave knowing…..so this Broadcaster article is all
about how to stay in touch with events in the Program and at GW. Many of
you are concerned that you missed the recent Back-to-School evening when
the date was rescheduled. If you did not receive an email or a phone call
recording inviting you to this event, you should call Pat Fisher in the
attendance office (720 423 8642) to assure that your contact information is
correct. The school does not mail reminders of special events, so the phone
calls are your source. Please put the school websites: http://gwhs.dpsk12.org
and www.georgeib.com on your favorites. Both of these will give you the
information you need—sometimes dates and times change! Make special note of the College Application
Calendar and the Important Dates calendar if you have a student in grade 11 or 12.
A major communication tool is the Parent Portal for Infinite Campus. If you don’t have an access
code, please contact Jennifer Woolf, at 720 423 8644. Your code affords you access directly to real-time
attendance, transcripts and grade books for each class in which your student is enrolled.
October is College Month. If you have a senior or junior, he or she should have logged into
Naviance and established an account. Naviance is a powerful communication tool new to us this year.
Explore it! Through this website each student will be able to research colleges, scholarships and the
calendar of college visits to GW. Naviance is the only way your student can print a pass to visit a college
representative during the school day. You will be hearing more about Naviance in the coming months, but
your child can access it now.
Parents of sophomores mark your calendars for the November 11 parent meeting. This
meeting will explain the Diploma Courses for the IB years. Don’t miss this vital session that will help you
really understand the Diploma program, its assessment, and your student’s choice of study.
Finally, don’t forget to talk to us! Faculty and I will respond to your emails.
Suzanne Geimer, IB Program Director

ATTENTION PARENTS OF JUNIORS AND SENIORS
All students who plan to take even one IB exam in May MUST pay the required fees
and see Ms. Geimer to register through the computer in her office
October 13, 2008
IB Exam test fees due.
Specific information will bemailed directly to families. Last year’s fees were $220-665, depending on the
number of exams (1-6) taken in May. Students who are eligible for Free and Reduced Lunch, have
submitted the required forms, and been approved are eligible for assistance with the fees.
Please bring your approval form with you to Mrs. Geimer.

October 20-28, 2008
Register for IB exams in the IB Office as directed.
More details will be given at school, but parents might want to check with their students to be sure they
have followed through.IBO imposes stiff penalties for failure to meet the deadlines.
Avoid extra costs by being timely.
http://www.georgeib.com
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CHALLENGE GRANT ANNOUNCED FOR GWIB!
Wonderful news for GWIB: The Ebrahimi Family Foundation has very generously offered us a new
$15,000 challenge grant. What do we need to do to meet the challenge? It’s simple. We need $7,500
in contributions from GWIB families and $7,500 from other foundations. Do not miss this opportunity
to make your donation go twice as far in supporting your student’s educational journey.
If you have not yet made your annual contribution, please do so today and get double the “bang for
your buck.” Each donation, no matter the size, will bring us closer to meeting the goal and reaping the
reward.
Please remember that the Friends of IB Scholars Foundation is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization, and
your gift is tax-deductible.
Please send your contribution as soon as you can to Friends of IB Scholars Foundation, c/o Janice

Thomas, Treasurer, 1634 S. Leyden Street, Denver, CO 80224.

YES, I WANT TO HELP GWIB MEET THE CHALLENGE!
ENCLOSED IS MY TAX-DEDUCTIBLE DONATION TO THE FRIENDS OF IB SCHOLARS FOUNDATION
IN THE AMOUNT OF
____ $50

____ $500

____ $100

____ Other $ ____________

____ $250
Name (as I want it listed in The Broadcaster) ________________________________________________
Name (as I want it listed on my receipt) ____________________________________________________
Street Address ________________________________________________________________________
City, State, and Zip Code ________________________________________________________________
Name and class year of my student(s) ______________________________________________________
E-mail address ________________________________________________________________________

Make checks payable to the Friends of IB Scholars Foundation and mail to:
Janice Thomas, Treasurer
1634 S. Leyden Street
Denver, CO 80224

