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World School
Proctors Needed for IB Exams: Monday, May 4 – Friday, May 22
Each May, George IB parents help proctor our juniors and seniors as they sit for their IB exams. This provides parents with an
excellent way to learn about the IB exam process and thus help their own students understand what to expect when their IB
testing time comes. This year 17 exams will be administered, each requiring 1-5 proctors, for a total of 49 volunteer proctor slots
(2 – 3.5 hours each) that need to be filled by someone like you. Testing will take place near GWHS, at Fallis Elementary, 6700
East Virginia Avenue. Please consider making this contribution of time on behalf of our students.
Details about dates and times are available on the GWIB website, and registration is also available online Please go to
www.georgeib.com and follow the link that says Volunteer to Proctor for George’s IB Exams or go directly to
http://www.georgeib.com/ib_proctor.html. A (non-mandatory) breakfast orientation meeting will be held on April 21, 7:15-8:15
AM, Community Rm., for volunteers who would like to learn more about their role as proctors (aka “Invigilators,” in IB-ese). If
you have questions about being a proctor, please contact Suzanne Geimer at Suzanne_Geimer@dpsk12.org or at 720-423-8626.
If you have questions about the registration process, please contact Kelly Morrison at 303-653-5055 or Kelly@upstartpub.com.

EMERGENCY TIMES FOR IB
This time of year at school is marked by difficult decisions. As some of you may know, Mr. Goldstein was faced with cutting
$500,000 from next year’s budget. In an effort to keep as many faculty as possible, Mr. Goldstein decided to eliminate every part
time and paraprofessional position in the school. As a result, Marji Lane’s job as the IB assistant was eliminated. Many of you
know Marji as your “go to” person for conferences, student schedule changes, special seminar tutoring, college application issues,
CAS questions, shadowing appointments, and other daily concerns. The IB program at George cannot operate without an
assistant. In the past, Maureen Penley, Amanda Schmidt and Bill Achbach filled that job and demonstrated that the quality of our
service to our students depends on a competent and enthusiastic “co-coordinator.” Marji is that person. Fortunately, our Friends
of IB Scholars Foundation has reached a tentative agreement with Mr. Goldstein that will allow us to partially fund her position.
We are asking you to donate to this effort. Please help us and give generously so that we can both maintain the quality you have
come to expect and also develop new ways to make our IB program the very best.

WE NEED EVERY IB FAMILY’S HELP!!!
Some families have yet to contribute at the Dues Level ($40) for this year, and we need your participation now more than ever.
For those families who have already contributed “dues” and more, we thank you and, at the same time, ask you to consider
making an additional contribution to save Marji’s job. We deeply appreciate your generous support and are looking forward to
thanking you by name in next month’s Broadcaster.
Suzanne Geimer
GWIB Program Coordinator

Tom Zeiler
President, Friends of IB Scholars Foundation

We need Marji Lane! Enclosed is my tax-deductible donation in the amount of $ ________________
for the Save the GWIB Assistant campaign, payable to the Friends of IB Scholars Foundation.
_________________________________________________
Name of Donor

______________________________________________
Name of Student(s)

________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Street Address, City, State and Zip
Mail your check and completed form TODAY to the following address:
Friends of IB Scholars Foundation, c/o Janice Thomas, Treasurer, 1634 S. Leyden Street, Denver, Colorado 80224.

FROM THE DIRECTOR

FROM THE BOARD

Please read and respond to the two requests for help on the
cover page. The IB program relies on your support more
than you perhaps know.

All of the Board’s current work is aimed at making next year
a successful one for everyone at GWIB.
•

This month’s column addresses IMPORTANT DETAILS
FOR IB SENIORS AND JUNIORS. Parents can help pave
the way for a smooth ending to the year by helping their
students adhere to the many impending deadlines listed on
the Events Calendar.
•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Seniors must have paid all fines and fees by April 2 in
order to receive graduation tickets at the mandatory
Senior Parent Meeting that evening.
At Senior Check Out Day, April 27, students must
complete the senior survey and college application and
decision information in Naviance. This is also the day
when they will receive the PIN number that will let them
access their IB test scores online in early July.
The last day of IB classes for Seniors is April 30, and for
•
Juniors is May 5. Students with non-IB classes must
arrange with their teachers how to handle their
remaining semester obligations including final exams.
This is the student’s responsibility.
Juniors must return to school on May 22, 11 AM – noon,
•
to deliver Extended Essays to their advisors and to turn
in their first CAS essays. A student who fails to submit
a paper copy of the Extended Essay will not be allowed
to register as a Senior for the 2009-10 school year.
Juniors may be asked to return for final exams in any
course and should be clear as to their teachers’ plans for
finals. IB tests do not automatically replace/preclude/
excuse exams for GW.
Information packets will be distributed on April 20 to all
Juniors and Seniors taking IB exams this May. Please
go over your student’s test schedule carefully, and help
her/him keep track of exams. Please bear in mind that
this schedule is NOT flexible. Students must be on
time and prepared. The official test schedule is posted
on the GWIB website, should there be any question of
which exam is offered which day. Students must know
the name of the test for which they are registered, e.g.,
English A1, not IB English.
IB examinations will be held at Falllis Elementary
School, 6700 E Virginia Ave. All morning exams start
at 7:30 AM; all afternoon exams start at noon.
•
Junior English Orals will also be at Fallis. Juniors
should check with Mr. Bancroft regarding the test
schedule and room assignments.
IB Visual Art is examined orally at George Washington
in April. Students will have a specific appointment with
the examiner, and should consult with Mrs. Wadsworth
regarding exam protocols.
Suzanne Geimer, IB Program Coordinator
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Thanks to the efforts of IBPA Board volunteers and
many enthusiastic students and parents, Welcome Fest
was a great success, showcasing IB and GW, its clubs,
activities, and athletics, its chemistry demos and art
projects. We were honored to host City Council reps
Marcia Johnson and Peggy Lehmann and GW’s DPS
Board Representative Jeanne Kaplan, and to have Prin.
Steve Goldstein and Asst. Prins. Jenn Woolf and Doug
Tucker available for our new and current parents and
students. I particularly want to thank Pam Wakefield
and Gail Saxton for orchestrating the event, and Kristi
Butkovich, Linda During, Dave Marsh, Cora Neslin,
Anne Rowe, Kathleen Shea, Gail Sigman, and Linda
Williams for greeting newcomers, answering questions,
and making this wonderful event so successful.
The April 14th IBPA meeting is dedicated to helping
JUNIORS and their parents plan how to use their time
between now and the end of 2009 to get through the
college process smoothly and calmly. This valuable
meeting is MANDATORY for Juniors and their parents!
The IB program (like AP) requires certain textbooks that
DPS does not provide. Five years ago, in an effort to
keep families’ costs to a minimum, I developed a book
purchasing program to take advantage of volume
discounts and used book “recycling.” In next month’s
Broadcaster you will find a booklist for 2009-10,
including ISBN numbers to identify the precise version
of each book IB teachers will be using. You may choose
to shop for the books on your own – just be careful to
purchase the correct ISBN. Your student may opt to
purchase used books directly from current students or at
the Used Book Sale on May 28. Or you may choose the
convenience of purchasing some or all of next year’s
books, at a discount, through the George IB website and
PayPal. I pass some of the volume discounts on to you,
while using a portion to help both students of need and
IB teachers acquire books. The Friends of IB Scholars
Foundation also uses donated funds to purchase
classroom book sets, in order to further reduce the cost
of an IB education. We thank you for your support on
all fronts.
Please consider becoming active on the Parent
Association Board. Kristi Butkovich would welcome
a Co-President and/or Vice-President. All other
positions are filled, but Co-Chairs are also welcome,
as are new committee volunteers. Parents of rising
Freshmen and Sophomores are particularly
encouraged to become involved. Welcome, one and
all!
Debi Roads, IB Parent Association President

2008-2009 Events Calendar
April 2

Mandatory GW Senior Parent meeting, 6-8 PM, Auditorium.
Graduation tickets available for students who have no outstanding fees
or fines

April 14

Mandatory meeting for IB Juniors and their parents regarding college application
guidelines, 7-8:30 PM, Auditorium

April 16

Sophomore CAS Introductory Meeting, 8-9:15 AM, Auditorium

April 17 & 18

Second Annual GW Tree Planting, 9:30 AM – 2 PM – see Landscape article

April 20

IB exam information packet distribution – see From the Director article

April 22

Freshman CAS Service Day – 7:45 AM – 3:04 PM

April 22

Statewide ACT testing for Juniors in AM, sophomores and seniors arrive after lunch
as directed by administration

April 26

College Fair, 1-4 PM, Ritchie Center, University of Denver

April 27

GW Senior Checkout Day –See From the Director for details. NB: PINs for access to
IB exam scores will be distributed at Senior Checkout.

April 30

Last day of IB classes for Seniors

May 1

Last day to accept/decline college admissions offers

May 3

IB Senior Brunch, 11 AM – 1 PM, DU Driscoll Center

May 4-22

IB Exams for Juniors and Seniors per IBO schedule – no make up days

May 4

Junior CAS Q and A, 3-3:30 PM, Cafeteria

May 5

Last day of IB classes for Juniors

May 16

GWHS Junior-Senior Prom, 8-11 PM, Crowne Plaza Hotel, followed by After-Prom at
GWHS

May 21

IB Freshman Orientation and Reception, 6-8 PM

May 22

GWHS Graduation Rehearsal, 7:30 AM – Noon. Seniors report to Auditorium.

May 22

IB Juniors turn in Extended Essay and 1st CAS essay, 11 AM – 12 PM

May 22

IB used book buy-back, 1-4 PM, GW. Seniors and Juniors, see Debi Roads

May 24

George Washington High School Graduation, 3 PM, Convention Center

May 28

IB Used book sale. Details TBA. Continuing students can sell books they no longer
need and purchase used copies of books they will need next year.

June 1

Online IB textbook ordering begins at www.georgeib.com. Don’t miss it!

STANDARDIZED TEST SCHEDULE
Standardized
Test

Spring 2009
Test Date

Registration
Deadline

ACT with writing option
ACT without writing (all CO juniors)
SAT & Subject Tests
SAT & Subject Tests
ACT with writing option

April 4
April 22
May 2
June 6
June 13

Passed
Passed
N/A – Registration is free, through GW
March 31
April 9
May 5
May 15
May 8
May 22
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Late (addl. fee)
Registration

APRIL 14, 7-8:30 PM
IB PARENT ASSOCIATION
MEETING
ALL JUNIORS AND THEIR PARENTS
ARE REQUIRED TO ATTEND
this important presentation by
Mrs. Geimer and Mr. Blackwell
on senior year requirements, the college application
process, the Naviance counseling tool, and other
extremely important planning topics.
Others welcome if interested,
but please respect the meeting agenda.
Please bring a jar of peanut butter to donate to the
Denver Food Bank

PARENT AND STUDENT VOLUNTEERS
NEEDED For

FRESHMAN ORIENTATION
May 21, 6-8 PM
STUDENTS serve as tour guides for incoming IB
students, share information about the school and
courses and activites, and introduce IB faculty and
staff.
PARENTS greet parents and answer their questions,
and/or donate cookies.
INTERESTED? Contact Debi Roads at
dardenver@aol.com or 303-399-8801

IB’s Leslie Whitty Wins Distinguished
Teacher Award
We are pleased to announce that IB’s very own teacher,
Leslie Whitty, is one of the recipients of the 2009
Distinguished Teacher Award.
Since 1957, Denver Teachers’ Awards has recognized
the teaching profession annually by honoring
distinguished teachers for excellence in teaching. Ms.
Whitty was nominated by IB parents and then her
nomination materials were judged and scored by a
committee of college professors.
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We would like to show our great affection for and
strong support of Ms. Whitty by having parents and
students attend this year’s awards banquet on Friday,
May 8th, at the Doubletree Hotel, 3203 Quebec
Street. The social hour begins at 5:30 pm with dinner
and the awards program at 6:30 pm. The cost of a
ticket has not risen in the past couple of years and is
still $35.00.
For ticket sales: Tom Waymire, 650 So Cherry St, Suite
102, Denver 80246 303-355-6181. Please send your
checks, made out to Denver Teachers’ Awards, to Tom
before Wednesday, April 17, so that the awards
organization can try to seat all of us together.

CONGRATULATIONS, MS. GALE-MARTINEZ
AND MOCK TRIAL COMPETITORS!
In February, the GW "A" Mock Trial team advanced
from Regionals to the State Competition, and both the
"A" and "B" Teams captured individual awards, as
follows: Brinton Mitchell and Marjie Ruby were
both named Outstanding Attorney, and Devon Stork
and Amjd Abdelgadir were named Outstanding
Witnesses. At the State Competition held at the
Jefferson County Courthouse in Golden, March 13-14,
the team garnered some additional individual accolades.
Once again Brinton Mitchell collected the Outstanding
Attorney Award and Devon Stork the Outstanding
Witness Award. Most of last year's "dream team”
graduated in 2008, leaving GW with a relatively young
team this season. With only one graduating senior this
year, however, the team is on track for great things in
the near future.
The team’s development will be well-fostered by
faculty sponsor Barbara Gale-Martinez, who has been
selected the Denver Bar Association Teacher of the
Year. With characteristic graciousness, Ms. GaleMartinez responded by saying, “I am thrilled and
humbled by this honor, and owe my success to the
attorney coaches and the students who both dedicate so
much time and effort to the excellence that has come to
be expected of the George Washington High School
Mock Trial Team.” Her students know, however, that
her own formidable skill, dedication, and commitment
are what earned her this wonderful and richly deserved
recognition from the DBA.

IB Office 720.423.8626

IB ART DEPARTMENT WISH LIST
The Art Department is in need of the following items:
Crayons, tempera paint, acrylic paints, watercolors, brushes, India ink, scissors, Exacto knives,
blades for the knives, glue of all sorts (rubber cement, white glue, gel medium—matte and
glossy), Prismacolor pencils, markers, all sorts of paper (from newsprint remnants to fine printing
paper to colored tissue), brayers, water-based printing inks, colored chalk, oil pastels, needles, thread, pencils,
charcoal,books about art, magazines about art, National Geographic and silver from the used water in the darkroom,
darkroom supplies, all sorts of weird materials like plexiglass of all sizes,“found objects” such as old pipes, parts of
furniture, wood scraps, toys, small appliances that can be taken apart, kitchen implements, etc., flat parts of
machinery in interesting shapes that can be used for rubbings, storage containers (large & small), regular chairs,
working computers, monitors, printers that can be networked with the school system (Dell computers, Hewlett
Packard Deskjet printer 990Cse, etc.), heavy extension cords with three prongs, desktop color photocopier, illustrated
hardback books -- any age and on any subject, plastic disposable tablecloths, large bolts of fabric (especially white,
neutral, and black felt, burlap, and cotton), two large trash cans
Please contact Leslie B. Lilly (snillow@comcast.net or 303-910-0910) with any questions or to arrange for pick up or
drop off. Any donation, even a single item, is welcome as it will get us closer to meeting the art department’s wish
list.

GW Spanish Tutoring Available

SCIENCE WISH LIST

GW Spanish teacher Pedro Camacho will offer Spanish
tutoring for IB and traditional GW students from 3:154:30 PM on Mondays and Wednesdays* for beginners
(levels 1 and 2) and from 3:15-4:30PM Tuesdays and
Thursdays for Advanced (levels 3 and 4) in room 127.

THE VIRTUAL CHEMISTRY AND
VIRTUAL PHYSICS LABS ARE IN NEED
OF 12 FLAT SCREEN MONITORS
To donate: Contact Debi Roads at
dardenver@aol.com or 303-399-8801

*4:30-5:00 PM if a staff meeting is scheduled on Wednesdays

WRITING WORKSHOP
WHO it’s for: Rising Juniors and Seniors interested in
extra practice/preparation for the IB English exam
WHAT we’ll work on: Close, detailed analysis of
written text; writing practice for commentary and essay
forms
WHEN: June 1- 5, 9 AM – 11:45 AM
OR
June 22 – 26, 9 AM – 11:45 AM
WHERE: George Washington HS, Room 221
COST:

$50.00
Please see Mrs. Geimer or Ms. Lane
in the IB office to sign up

2009-10 BOOKS
AVAILABLE FOR
PURCHASE BOTH
NEW (discounted) and USED
Multiple opportunities to save money on the
purchase of required texts for IB courses which
DPS does not provide!
JUNIORS AND SENIORS: Bring IB texts you will no
longer need to GW for cash on May 22, 1-4 PM.
CONTINUING STUDENTS: Sell books no longer
needed and buy used books for next year at the Used
Book Sale, May 28, details TBA.
LIST OF REQUIRED BOOKS FOR 2009-10 will be in
the May Broadcaster.
NEW TEXTBOOK ORDER FORM and online
purchase process will be available beginning June 1 at
www.georgeib.com. See From the Board article for a
description of the book ordering process.

http://www.georgeib.com
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THE IB COUNSELING AND COLLEGE CORNER
Congratulations, SENIORS! You survived the applications and the waiting, and finally have answers from all your
colleges. Here’s your college to-do list for April:
• Inform Ms. Lane in the IB Office of your final decision ASAP, via e-mail (Marjorie_Lane@dpsk12.org) or in a
legible note.
• Give copies of all decision, financial aid, and scholarship letters to Ms. Lane, so accurate data goes into the
Naviance data base. Details will remain confidential.
• If you have not made your final decision, compare your “yes” schools (and their aid offers) very carefully so that
you commit to the one that truly fits you the best.
• You may want to appeal low awards if you have a better offer elsewhere.
• If you accept a place on the wait list at your first choice school, follow it up promptly with a letter of VERY strong
interest that includes any new, positive information for your application, and/or with a campus interview if you
haven’t had one, and/or with a new and exciting letter of recommendation – but put a deposit down at your
best-fit “yes” school at the same time.
• If you will be taking a gap year, call AND write to your college about your plan.
• Be sure to reply to ALL offers of admission ASAP (and definitely by May 1), so that students who are on wait lists
do not have their suspense needlessly prolonged.
• Complete housing, orientation, course placement, and all other forms from your college sooner rather than
later. Choice spots are generally allotted on a first-come-first-served basis.
• Seek help from Mr. Franklin, Mrs. Geimer, and Ms. Lane as needed to get through these last steps.
JUNIORS, you’re almost rising seniors and your lives are getting really interesting. You’ve been introduced to the
Common App and Naviance and received handouts from Mrs. Geimer. DO NOT LOSE THESE! (Parents, ask to see
them. They’re really helpful.) The next steps are simple, but critical. From this point on, time begins to matter, so
being in control of the process and keeping up with it are both important. Here’s a checklist of some things to think
about for the spring and summer ahead:
• Continue working hard in all of your classes. This is the last semester that will be included on your transcript,
when applications are sent this fall.
• Produce or update your personal résumé.
• Beginning right after Spring Break, you’ll meet with Mrs. Geimer, Ms. Visceri, and Mr. Winn for an interview.
You’ll be providing them with some specifics they will use to write your letter of recommendation. Your résumé
will help everyone with this process.
• Prepare for the upcoming, mandatory Junior ACT on April 22.
• Attend the April 26 College Fair at DU, 1-4 PM, in the Ritchie Center.
• Register for the ACT plus Writing, the SAT Reasoning Test, and/or the SAT Subject Tests as recommended by
your schools-of-interest (SOI’s).
• Bookmark the websites (and, maybe, the Admissions page) for your SOI’s and browse them often to become
familiar with their admission requirements, procedures, deadlines, etc., as well as with general information
about each school.
• Plan campus visits.
• Book an appointment with Mr. Franklin, if you haven’t already done so, to discuss your interests and the “right
fit” for your future school.
• Work on your college essay.

6

IB Office 720.423.8626

•

•
•

Develop a list of schools to which you may want to apply. Ultimately, you’ll want to include a “dream” school
and a “safety” school in the list. And remember that “dream” and “safety” don’t mean the same thing to every
applicant, nor should they!
Talk to teachers about writing recommendations for you. Colleges, if they want them at all, usually require that
these come from teachers you’ve had during junior and senior year. Give them a copy of your résumé.
If you’re interested in financial aid, begin searching for scholarship, grant, and loan help that may be right for
you.

Sophomores, the April 26 DU College Fair is a good way to get on board with college planning. Keep your grades up,
follow your interests, and take advantage of whatever opportunities for personal development come your way.
Plan to meet some CAS requirements this summer – you’ll be glad you did, once the junior year course load hits.
Freshmen, remember that this year’s grades will follow you all the way through senior year as part of your high
school transcript. Make this a year to be proud of. Stay involved in your classes, in extracurriculars, and in your
community, doing things that you care about and/or that you want to learn more about. Keep up some
involvements over the summer.

COLLEGE ADMISSION NEWS
As we go to press in mid-March, the 81 members of the GWIB Class of 2009 have collectively informed the IB
Office of their admissions to the following 82 institutions of higher learning. We congratulate them on these
successes and anticipate that even more good news will have arrived in their mailboxes by the time you read this, in
early April.
Boston C

Lafayette U

Seattle U

U of Northern Arizona

Boston U

Lehigh U

Skidmore C

U of Northern Colorado

Bradley U

Lewis & Clark C

St. John's C

U of Oregon

Brandeis U

Loyola U Chicago

St. Louis U

U of Pennsylvania

Case Western Reserve U

Marquette U

SUNY Binghamton

U of Portland

Colby C

Massachusetts Inst of Tech

SUNY Stony Brook

U of Redlands

Colorado C

McDaniel C

Swarthmore C

U of San Diegp

Colorado School of Mines

Mesa State C

Syracuse U

U of San Francisco

Colorado State U

Metro State C of Denver

Trinity U

U of Southern California

Creighton U

Mexico State U

Tufts U

U of Washington

Eckerd C

Michigan Tech Inst

Tulane U

U of Wisconsin

Franklin C

Missouri U of Sci & Tech

U of Arizona

US Air Force Academy

Georgetown U

Nativ C Leadership Program

U of California - Davis

US Naval Academy

Grinnell C

New Mexico U of Mng & Tech

U of Chicago

Washington State U

Guilford C

New York U

U of Colorado at Boulder

Washington U in St Louis

Hampshire C

Northeastern U

U of Colorado Denver

Wellesley C

Hastings C

Ottawa U

U of Denver

Whitman C

Hebrew U

Purdue U

U of Evansville

Willamette U

Humboldt State U

Rensselaer Polytechnic Inst

U of Michigan

Williams C

Ithaca C

Rose-Hulman Inst of Tech

U of Minnesota

Worcester Polytechnic Inst

John Carroll U

Santa Clara U

U of Missouri

Xavier U (OH)

U of New Mexico

Yale U

Knox C

http://www.georgeib.com
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CAS Spring Activities

and volunteers, please contact Gail Sigman through
the contact information listed above. You do not
need to be a parent of a freshman student to
volunteer. Please help us make this day happen! We
also need someone there to take pictures. If you are
available and have a camera, please let us know!

Most Seniors have completed all their CAS
requirements, and are waiting to hear who will be
awarded the two CAS scholarships. Presentations
will be made at the Senior Brunch in May. Thank
you to Cora Neslin, Kelly Morrison, Leslie Lilly,
Linda During, Shelly Smith-Acuna and Peter This is a great time to learn about and get involved in
CAS. We need new parents to join the committee
Thomas for their help facilitating interviews.
next year. Please plan to help with one or more of
th
Juniors will meet one more time on May 4 in the these activities as a way to be involved and learn
Cafeteria from 3-3:30 pm to go over the requirements more about this component of the Diploma. Thank
of the essays and hours. Their first essay, as well as you! Please contact the CAS Co-Chairs with
activity sheets detailing how each has completed 75 questions, comments or to volunteer with any
of their required 150 hours, is due on or before May activity: Gail Sigman, or Janice Thomas:
22nd . All forms are located on the IB website – look gailsigman@comcast.net 303-270-0461
under Student Info – CAS. This year we will be janicekempthomas@yahoo.com 303-757-1624
recognizing the best work turned in by a junior in
time to include that award on college applications.
Sophomores will meet on April 16th at 8:00 am in
the Auditorium as a group to learn about the CAS
program, its requirements, and how they can get
started this summer. If you are interested in
providing or serving refreshments, please contact
Gail or Janice (contact information below). Parents
are welcome to attend this presentation.
Our Freshman Service Day is April 22, 2009. It
promises to be a day filled with fun, activity and
service toward others. We will be taking the entire
IB Freshman class to Hentzell Park. The project
involves planting grass plugs, pruning last year's
grasses and related tasks, and learning about the
value of restoration. The site is located at Yale and
Havana. We believe the proximity to GW may also
encourage visits by students after the service day to
appreciate their restoration efforts. The balance of
learning and providing service is paramount in this
venture, making it perfectly aligned with CAS ideals.
Detailed information will be sent to freshmen and
their parents, and can be found on the IB website
(www.georgeib.com). However, we need many
volunteers to make this day happen. If you
would like to volunteer to accompany the group
(Denver Parks and Rec. requires one adult per every
10 students), arrange for transportation (we will hire
private buses), or help serve lunches for all students
8

Volunteers needed to help WITH CAS ACTIVITIES AT
GEORGE WASHINGTON HS

$1,000,000 REWARD*!
REWARD !
All volunteers should contact gail sigman
AT 303-270-0461 OR GAILSIGMAN@COMCAST.NET
TO LEARN ABOUT THE 4/16 AND 4/22 EVENTS

*You’ll feel like $1,000,000 when you get involved with
the IB program – especially in this critical component.
We need a MINIMUM of 10 parents to accompany us on
4/22 to Hentzell Park. So far, only 3 parents have come
forward. Transportation, tools, lunch and fun provided!!

PLEASE SUPPORT THE IB CAS
PROGRAM BY VOLUNTEERING YOUR
TIME BEFORE (OR PREFERABLY ON)
APRIL 22, 2009.

FRESHMAN SERVICE DAY 2008

People You Should Know: Patricia Shikes
After 17 years of teaching at George Washington, one might be
expected to lose some of the passion for the work. However, for
IB Spanish teacher Patricia Shikes, lack of pizzazz is never an
issue. Her walls are coated with bright artwork and Spanish
language posters, and if her students aren’t involved in a
cultural project, they’re busy memorizing songs or conversing
in Spanish.
“I laugh a lot here… my students recently went crazy. They
squealed when I went to Target and got them these,” she said,
holding up the crayons and markers that IB Juniors used for
their latest in-class project. “Kids are kids, so when I presented
them with markers for their special project they got wildly
happy,” she said with a grin.
Perhaps Mrs. Shikes’ creativity in the classroom can be attributed to her impressively broad teaching
background. Before coming to GW, she taught Swahili, Japanese, German, French, and Spanish at Merrill
Middle School. “I used to be the French teacher here… a lot of students don’t know that,” she said.
In fact, there is quite a bit about Mrs. Shikes that her students may be surprised to know. Although most IB
Spanish students think of Mrs. Shikes as a dynamic, even intimidating teacher, she admits to being “an
extremely shy person. My students will never guess that I’m so reticent,” she said, using one of her favorite
CSAP words. This particular attribute contributed heavily to Mrs. Shikes’ experience as a foreign exchange
student in her college years, as she admitted that the hardest part of living abroad was overcoming her
shyness. Nevertheless, she said, “I highly recommend living with a family where nobody speaks English…
it’s very rewarding.”
Despite her self-proclaimed timidity, Mrs. Shikes leads a very active lifestyle, which includes spending a lot
of time with her family. “I do homework with my grandchildren—in addition to my own homework. I take
them to the library for fun,” she said with a chuckle. Nevertheless, Mrs. Shikes still manages to find the time
to exercise. “I swim every day, and I walk through the mall… or the cemetery if it’s nice out,” she said with
a bit of a twisted smile. These activities give her the chance to listen to books on tape, her recent favorites
being Things I’ve Been Silent About and Three Cups of Tea. These novels are set in Iran, Afghanistan, and
Pakistan, which Mrs. Shikes feels are “countries we all need to know more about.” Clearly, Mrs. Shikes’
love of learning and of world cultures does not stop at the classroom door. With all that energy and
intellectual curiosity, she is truly able to spice up her students’ learning experiences.
--Amelia Kucic, IB Student Correspondent

GW Speech and Debate
Awarded Highest Rank in the
National Forensic League
The prestigious Three Hundred Club Award won by
the Patriots celebrates the fact that the team is in the top
5% nationwide for numbers of rounds won. This is the
second time in its history that the team has achieved
this honor. With 75 members, many of them
underclassmen, the team promises to continue building
a reputation as a State and National force. Over fifty
incoming freshmen have pre-enrolled in competitive
speech for next year, bringing a significant influx of
new talent to the team as well.

GW Ranked in the Top Five in State
for Speech and Debate
Twenty-one members of GW’s Speech and Debate
Team qualified for the State Tournament on March 1314, putting GW solidly in the very top level of State
competition. Ten Patriots broke to Final Rounds, with
the following results:
•
•
•
•

Lawson Williams and Gabe Neslin (jrs) placed
third in State in Public Forum debate.
Madelaine Czufin and Henry Biermann (jrs)
took fourth in State in Cross Examination.
Sam Clark and Miles Owen (sophs) were
finalistss in Cross Examination.
Angie Neslin (fresh) was a semi-finalist in Original
Oratory.

Gabe Neslin and Lawson Williams with their trophies from the
2009 State Speech and Debate Tournament.
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•

•

Brendan Patrick (soph) and Michael Homiak
(fresh) went to semi-finals in Domestic Extemporary Speech.
Dan Morgan-Russell (fresh) was a semi-finalist in
Foreign Extemporary Speech.

Additional congratulations go to the following students
who also competed at State: Joanna Foote (sr); Ryan
Boyd, Teleri Gee, Monica Smith-Acuna, and Jamie
Tran (jrs); David Alpert, Ethan Melnick, Tanner
Sandoval, and Sarah Tran (sophs); and Sarah Pierce
and Emma Thompson (fresh).

GW Speech and Debate Team Travels to
Cal Berkeley Invitational Meet
Thirteen members of the Speech and Debate team
traveled to the Berkeley Invitational at UC Berkeley in
California in February. Seven broke to final rounds:
• Maddie Pluss and Gabe Rusk (jrs) in Public
Forum.
• Gabe Neslin and Lawson Williams (jrs) in Public
Forum.
• Brendan Patrick (soph) in Domestic
Extemporaneous Speech.
• Sam Clark and Miles Owens (sophs) in Cross
Examination.
Other strong competitors were Clara Troyer and Josh
Carson (jrs) in Public Forum, Madelaine Czufin and
Henry Biermann (jrs) in Cross Examination, and
Christina Criswell and Matt Symonds (sophs) in
Cross Examination.

Back Row - Gabe Rusk, Gabe Neslin, Sam Clark, Miles Owens,
Matt Symonds, Lawson Williams
Front Row - Mary Rose Kohan, Madeline Czufin, Clara Troyer,
Madi Pluss, Cristina Criswell
Not shown - Brendan Patrick and Henry Biermann

Drama News

Landscape Committee News

Sweeney Todd – Huge Success!

North Side Redevelopment with its lighted
"Home of the Patriots" sign over the entrance
The illustration above is just one of the images of the
North Side Redevelopment Project plans now on display
in the Main Office Lobby near the Monaco entrance.
We're working hard at creating a structure for accepting
donations and will offer diverse ways for families to
contribute.
At the suggestion of a graduating senior, we are jumpstarting the project and will complete one segment of it at
the April 17-18 Tree Planting/GW All-Community Days
this month. Thanks to the DPS Plumbing Department for
replacing the irrigation system now so that both sides of
the pump house can be filled with plants. Year-round
interest from ornamental grasses, evergreen
groundcovers, and shrubs with colorful branches will
screen the walls and add a bright note to the space.

Tartuffe
April 16-18 and April 23-34
To close their theater season, the drama department at
George Washington High School brings you Moliére’s
Tartuffe, a comedic tale of deception and hypocrisy.
The play opens Thursday, April 16 and runs the 17, 18
and 23 at 7:00pm and April 24 at 7:30pm. There is a
2:00pm show on Saturday, April 18. Tickets can be
purchased online at georgedrama.com and cost $7 for
adults or $5 for students. Tickets are available at the door
for $8. The show may sell out, so buy early!
George Washington High School has a long history of
excellence in drama, producing stars such as Sierra
Boggess, who played Ariel in Broadway’s The Little
Mermaid. This is your chance to see other rising stars,
such as Yale-bound Director Peter Lewis and the talented
cast and crew, which stars George senior TJ Hoff as
Tartuffe.

Thanks to Lee Ann Huntington and Ann Cuthbertson for
leading a group of volunteers at the March 14 work day.
Four parents, 10 students, 1 alum, and Assistant Principal
June Easterling dug up and removed tree roots in the
north side planter box, including a couple of root sections
that were so large the people taking them out looked like
they were wrestling crocodiles!
The Landscape Committee joined the most exciting IB
Welcome Fest ever on March 10th. Parents of next year's
freshmen stopped to look over drawings of the North Side
Redevelopment Project and of course, we invited them to
the April 17-18 Tree Planting/GW All-Community Days.
TREE PLANTING FRIDAY & SATURDAY,
APRIL 17 & 18, 9:30 to 2 BOTH DAYS
All students and parents invited! We'll be planting 13
trees, including an Amelia Bates memorial tree, a gingko,
which boasts a lovely leaf shape and beautiful yellow fall
color. Remember to bring your work gloves, water bottle,
shovel and watering can if you have them, but most of all,
remember to come on out, beautify the school and have
some fun!
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