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From the Board
Happy Holidays! This newsletter rings in the season to
give thanks for family, friends, home, and for me, the
privilege of being part of the GW school community.
As the school year progresses the GWIB program is
buzzing with activity. The IB Office is welcoming all of
the many applications coming in from members of the
Class of 2010 applying to colleges and universities all
over the country. Mrs. Geimer and Ms. Lane are models
of organization, helping our seniors apply and getting
supporting materials to all those admissions offices. The
amount of paper that gets moved each day is staggering,
and we thank them for their vigorous efforts.
Additionally, Mrs. Geimer and IB parents have been
busily recruiting middle school students from across the
metro area and our shadowing dates are booked through
January. The last GWIB admissions information session
is December 8th and the deadline for incoming
applications is December 11th. Many thanks to the
wonderful freshman shadowing hosts who have guided
countless prospective IBers through a day in the program
and also to students Jeff Smith, Kate Rowe, and Leticia
Campos, English teacher Carly Schwab, and parents
Kelly Morrison and Cora Neslin who helped Mr.
Goldstein and me represent GW at the recent DPS Expo
at the Museum of Nature and Science on November 3rd.
Interested parents and students came out en masse to
attend the Expo and those of us representing George had
lots of great conversations with excited middle schoolers
ready to head off to high school next year.
The November 10th IBPA meeting was well attended by
sophomores and their parents. Mrs. Geimer refreshed
memories about the six subject areas of the IB curriculum
and the three additional areas of the core, as sophomores
prepared to commit to their junior and senior year classes.
Some teachers gave overviews of the various courses
offered and Gail Sigman, parent co-chair of the
terrifically active CAS committee, made a strong plea to
parents to consider getting involved in CAS (Creativity,
Action, Service). Important materials were distributed,
including class selection forms. All sophomore IB
students should return their course choice forms to the IB
office by the December 11th deadline. If students have
general questions about their choice of studies they

should ask Mrs. Geimer or Ms. Lane as soon as possible
while scheduling classes for next year is still in its
infancy. For questions about specific course content, it is
best to contact the teacher directly via email.
Communication Notes: The Broadcaster and telephone
and email notifications are the program’s best means of
informing families about important IB news and events.
Ms. Fisher, the GW Attendance Secretary, oversees
school-wide notifications including automated calls. If
you are not receiving these, contact her at 720-423-8642
or Patricia_Fisher@dpsk12.org. GWIB maintains its own
email system, which you can register for via the
www.georgeib.com home page using the green box on
the lower right. While you’re on the site, check out all
the great information and updates.
All school
announcements
are
posted
daily
at
http://gwhs.dpsk12.org.
THANK YOU for taking the time to read the
Broadcaster. The purpose of this publication is to inform,
enlighten and entertain. If you have anything you’d like
to include for next month, please contact Laura Whalen at
lewhalen@gmail.com.
Teamwork empowers this program. Thanks to our
energetic and dedicated IB faculty and staff and the active
involvement and volunteer support of parents, GWIB is
recognized globally as exceptional. If you would like to
join our board or serve on a committee, please give me a
call. Get plugged-in and find out what you’ve been
missing.
Please mark your calendar for January 5, 2010, the IBPA
meeting featuring the ever-popular GWIB Alumni
Panel.
Kristi Butkovich, IBPA Board President
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2009-2010 Events Calendar
December 3
December 5
December
December 9
Dec 21 – Jan 4
January 5
January 18
January 19
January 20-21
February 9
February 11
April 30
May 3
May 4 – 24
May 21

Future Center Volunteer Information Meeting, 6:00pm, Room 128 at GW
College Process 101 for Juniors and parents - presented by Rusty Haynes, 12 – 2pm at GW
NO IB Parent Association Meeting due to Holidays. Next meeting is January 5th.
DPS early release day – noon dismessal
Winter Break – no school
GWIB Alumni Panel, 7-8:30pm at GW
Martin Luther King Day Holiday - no school
DPS early release day – noon dismissal
Regular bell schedule – no block days
IB Parent Association Meeting – 7:00-8:30 PM
DPS early release day - noon dismissal
Last day of classes for IB seniors
Last day of classes for IB juniors
IB Exams (aka External Assessments) for IB seniors and some juniors
GW Graduation, Ritchie Center, U of Denver: rehearsal in morning, ceremony in evening

THERE IS LIFE AFTER IB!

IB JUNIORS! PARENTS!

DON’T BELIEVE IT?
COME TO THE

Come to Rusty Haynes’ college kickoff
presentation

ANNUAL GWIB ALUMNI
PANEL

COLLEGE PROCESS 101:

TUESDAY, JANUARY 5,
7-8:30 PM

MAKING SENSE OF THE COLLEGE
SEARCH AND APPLICATION PUZZLE

Don’t miss the most popular meeting
of the year!

Saturday, December 5,
Noon – 2 PM at GW

RECENT GWIB GRADUATES
TELL ALL

All are welcome, but please respect the needs of
the junior class to get their questions answered
at this meeting.

Finding the best-fit college
Transitioning to college academics
Adjusting to campus life
Making the most of new opportunities
Dealing with disappointments
Looking back at high school and GWIB

* Mr. Haynes’ consultations are brought to us by
your contributions to the IB Parent Association.
Thank you!

All parents and students welcome.
Please note: This meeting takes place on the
day that students return to school after
Winter Break.
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Student Directories were distributed in October. If
your students didn’t get a copy, they can pick one up
in the IB Office.

Making the Grade as Parents
When my oldest child was accepted into the IB program in
the spring of 2003, I had a mix of emotions. I was so
excited that we had a challenging academic program in a
public school and I worried the program would envelop her
entire life, leaving little room for extracurricular activities.
I was comforted after attending the freshman orientation
presentation when I first heard about some component that
did something about helping your kids focus on other areas
in addition to studies through required activities involving
Creativity, Action and Service.
I was a typical freshman parent. I was working full time,
raising kids, and involved in other things, so I came to an
event or two – but had no real involvement in the school or
IB program. Feeling a little guilty, I read where the CAS
program needed parent volunteers for one afternoon in May
to conduct “senior interviews,” meeting with three or four
kids for 15 minutes each. I have managed Human
Resources functions for 25 years, so interviewing seemed
like a no brainer and a good way to ease my conscience. It
was my first “inside” glimpse into this component of the IB
diploma.
Back then, the CAS program had different guidelines and
priority. For those of you with older kids who went
through the program, you know it was an exercise in hours
counting and was seen an extra work. I have no doubt that
many students reaped the benefits of this requirement, but
it was lost on most.
Questions following CAS
presentations to parents focused on how many hours their
kids could count toward this or that, illustrating that they
also misunderstood the purpose of CAS activities. The
senior interviews I conducted consisted of checking hours
against requirements, and making sure all the signatures
were correct. If there was time, students might speak
briefly about one or two activities, but it seemed a dull
finish in relation to all the time devoted to CAS.
About that time, the CAS component was audited, and the
results required a major overhaul to meet standard. Two
parents joined the committee as co-chairs and laid the
groundwork for the program’s overhaul. They altered the
basic structure to make the activities more meaningful to
the students. I joined the CAS committee in the limited role
of helping implement a self-reflection element into the
essays by use of the Reflective Writing technique.
The more I learned about this component of the diploma
program, the cooler I thought it was, and in trying to
develop meaning for the students, the component ironically
became more meaningful to me. When the two co-chairs
rotated off, it seemed natural to step up and add my
contributions to the redesign of CAS to meet IBO standard.
I think in this phase, we were able to integrate and ingrain
CAS into the fabric of the entire program. We created
some traditions around each grade level, ones that have
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served to assimilate CAS into the students’ IB experience
from their first year forward.
I am happy to report that through the efforts of parents over
the last 8 years, the CAS component design and outputs not
only met the IBO standard set at the time of the audit, but
we seamlessly transitioned to meet recent new guidelines
set out by the IBO for students graduating in 2010 and
beyond. We have even been asked to present our CAS
design to other schools around the Front Range.
As the CAS component became richer and more
meaningful, ironically, parent participation dwindled.
When I first got involved, there were scores of parents who
volunteered, and naturally, one or two would develop
enough interest in the program to work with current chairs
to transition into their roles. That has not happened in the
last couple of years and getting the committee back up and
running again is critical. We need you to step forward and
join the committee, even in a limited capacity. The CAS
initiative needs new custodians with new ideas; people who
are committed to the belief that helping our kids learn
about who they are as individuals helps prepare them to be
successful. Knowledge of self through experiential
learning. That’s all CAS is. It’s simple, and it’s
everything. Can you honestly find any more important way
to spend your time and energy?
Neither the IB Coordinator nor the Program Assistant have
time to operate this component – they each have more than
a full load. Parents have always stepped up to the plate to
manage this, and it is more critical than ever that we
continue in this ever-present funding shortage.
You will receive information about a CAS Committee
meeting scheduled for January. Please come to learn about
and discuss the program and how you can get involved to
keep this program going. Like it or not, if we don’t do
CAS, our kids won’t get their IB diplomas. This isn’t one
of those things you can assume someone else will do if you
don’t. I started this by telling you how excited I was when
my oldest child was accepted. I suspect you felt the same
way. Keeping the caliber of the program high requires
your engagement. Besides, it is really a cool concept, it
connects you to what your kids are doing and learning, and
it is fun to work with and get to know other parents – you
would be amazed what you learn about your own kid from
them.
Please sign up to attend. Talk your friends into coming
with you. Get involved to insure the legacy of the George
IB program is preserved. Thank you.

Gail Sigman, CAS Co-Chair

CONGRATULATIONS, FALL ATHLETES
Approximately one-quarter of GW’s IB/PIB students
participated in a fall sport. Congratulations to all on a
wonderful season! Look for season highlights in the
upcoming Patriot Press newsletter, coming to your home
mailbox soon.
CHEER: Senior Jamari Hysaw, juniors Kourtney
Green, Joshanna Hayes, and K'ara Locke, and
sophomore Naugh'tia Salas.
CROSS COUNTRY: Seniors Bobbie Huggins, Natalie
Lays. Patrick Lofgren, Kelsey Meyer, Emmily Pierce,
Madeleine Pluss, Erika Tiemeier, Jamie Tran, Donte
Turner, Evan Webber, Lawson Williams, and Rachel
Yahn; juniors Elena Aragon, Xavier Brown, Amelia
Brunner, Isabel Hoyt, Grace Michaels, Natalie Millar,
Alex Port, Camila Prado-Irwin, Allison Reser, Philong
Than, and Matt Webb; and sophomores Anne
Biermann, Dan Morgan-Russell, and Sarah Pierce.
Isabel Hoyt, IB Student Junior, placed 7th in the Varsity
girls Denver Public Schools All City wide meet.
FOOTBALL: Seniors Keenan Black, Nasif Islam,
Simon Monley, Jesus Munoz, and Levi Peterson; juniors
Anil Arora, Alex Capaldo, Darren Gardner, and
Tanner Sandoval; sophomores Ahmed Elsayed, Eric
O'Neill, and Eric Salazar; and freshman Elijah Ruff.
BOYS GOLF: Seniors Martin Leece, Eric Lutomski, and
Erik Oerke; junior Brendan Patrick; and sophomore
Jonathan Himelspach.
GYMNASTICS: Junior Callie Hitchcock and sophomores
Miriah Abram and Jessica Prieto.
BOYS SOCCER: Seniors Matthew Keller, Nikolas
Makela, and Simon Monley; juniors Ben Breyfogle, Ben
Johnson, Donovan Martinez, Alex Park, Matt
Symonds, Amel Topic, Lemi Vesselovskii, Matt Webb,
Peter Witwer, and Jason Yin; and sophomores Keegan
Murphy and Luis Zavala.
SOFTBALL: Seniors Chiamaka Isiguzo and Michelle
Peck; juniors Laura Gabriel, Kelce Gerlits, Hannah
Gordon, Lauren Josephs, Kara Klepinger, and
AudreyMae Norlander, sophomores Emilie Bickel,
Hope Cornish, Nyssa Lowenstein, Katherine Morris,
Angie Neslin, Mackenzie Schledorn-Rudden, and Eleah
Wilkerson; and freshman Victoria Rowe.
BOYS TENNIS: Seniors Henry Biermann, Josh Carson,
Nicholas Hailey, Nate Skeen, Bryan Sullivan, James
Sze, Calvin Ward, and Thomas (Robin) Zeller, juniors
Randall (Kyle) Hurst, Adrian Johnson, and Jackson
Zeiler; and sophomores Eric Freud, Eliot Guin, Richard
Norwood, Benjamin Reilly, Daran Schiller, Evan
Smith-Acuna, and Jonah Wolf.
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VOLLEYBALL: Senior Leigh Ann Howard; juniors
Makeedra Hayes, Maddie Hughes, Desiray Malone,
Allison Ortega, Aida Rogonich, and Julia Sigman,
sophomores Irma Aganovic, Erin Boyd, Zahava Busse,
Sara Kieser, Sheila Mendoza-Lagunas, Naugh'tia
Salas, Chloe Thomas, Laura Tran, Tara VanCleave,
and Bernadette Venters-Sefic; and freshman Elizabeth
Gile.
Four IB students were chosen to the Denver Prep League
All-City softball team. Pitcher Kelce Gerlits made first
team, outfielder Lauren Josephs was selected to second
team, and catcher Michelle Peck and third baseman
Laura Gabriel were honorable mention. Congratulations
ladies!
Please read the upcoming Patriot Pride newsletter for
reports of more athletic recognitions.
(This list was compiled from the records of the Athletic
Director, Doug Tucker.)

Drama News: The Tempest is a Hit!
Congratulations to the cast and crew of The Tempest for a
successful six performance run in November. Over eighty
GW students were involved in the production – actors,
crews and heads, designers, director, and even a
dramaturg.
The George Drama program is unusual compared to most
high school drama departments. All aspects of the George
shows are student produced. Shelby O’Clair, GW’s drama
teacher, mentors the students and provides instruction, but
the students own their shows.
Photos from The Tempest can be viewed at
http://upstart.smugmug.com. Next on deck is the musical
The Wiz which opens on March 10, 2010.

The Surveyor goes to DC for HS Journalism Convention

Speech and Debate Team Excels at
Turkey Meet
Congratulations to the Speech and Debate team for their
excellent performance at the East High School Turkey
Meet on November 13 and 14. Over 700 students from
Colorado and surrounding states competed in the
tournament. Gabe Neslin and Lawson Williams took first
and Emma Thompson and Miles Moore took third in
Public Forum debate; Chase Kernan and Jamie Tran
took second in Varsity CX debate; Katie Probst and
Davis Berlind took second in JV CX debate; Alex
Wollins and Nyssa Lowenstein took second in Improv
Pairs; Dan Morgan-Russell took first in International
Extemp and fifth in National Extemp; Ryan Boyd took
second in National Extemp and fifth in International
Extemp; and Angie Neslin took ninth in Original Oratory.
Great job team! Debaters will be traveling to Alta, Utah in
early December.

Good Job, Model UN!
Congratulations to the Model UN Team for their
wonderful performance on November 14th at the SmokyCreek meet. Six students won recognitions in the
Beginning Security Council. Outstanding Delegation
awards went to Jordyn Sample and Christopher
Burnette for France and to Cal McIntyre and Sean
Chilelli for Turkey. Miles Owens and Oliver Bawmann
won Best Delegation for Japan. Good job, Model UN!
~Leslie Whitty

The Surveyor Three-Peat Pacemaker
Award Winner
This November, twenty students from the GW
Surveyor’s newspaper staff traveled to Washington D.C.
for the JEA/NSPA Fall National High School Journalism
Convention in the hopes of sight-seeing, learning and
networking with other journalists, and competing for the
National Pacemaker Award. The students experienced
D.C. by traveling the metro, visiting the Newseum and
Smithsonian museums, and of course visiting our
namesake’s monument. The convention began with an
inspiring speech from journalist Nick Clooney, and
throughout the two days, there were many opportunities
to learn from other speakers and teachers with all types
of professions in journalism and from the 6,000 other
students representing all 50 states and even other
continents.
The trip wouldn’t have been complete without the
Surveyor winning their third consecutive National
Pacemaker Award which is considered the most
prestigious national honor in student journalism. The
Surveyor staff celebrated that night at one of the two
dances and is so proud to be bringing their third award
home.
Travel arrangements were made by parent Carolyn
Faselt and the trip was led by teachers Sara Morrow
and Doug Nogami. Attending staff members were
Henry Biermann, Sarah Black, Jane Culkin,
Madelaine Czufin, Paige Dahlman, Cassandra
Duchan, Zoe Faselt, Callie Hitchcock, Kyle Hurst,
Grace Kohn, Amelia Kucic, Rachel Martin, Grace
Michaels, Katherine Morris, Julia Murphy, Marjie
Ruby, Courtney Schlichting, Phil Than, Clara Troyer
and Sarah Wolberg.
Grace Michaels, Student Reporter
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News from the Teacher Appreciation
Committee
The teachers all got "BOOED"!! Halloween themed bags
were hand delivered to each IB teacher for October's
monthly Teacher Appreciation treat. The bags contained a
gift certificate, biscotti, and special European chocolate
truffles. The gift certificate for free guacamole and chips
was generously donated by Chipotle.

Suzi Geimer being "BOOED",by MacKenzie Schledorn-Rudden
and Alexandra Wollins

In November the teachers were treated to a breakfast
hosted by Lingbo Li, Deanna Kaskie, Heidi Kealey,
Crystal Reser and Michelle Wallendal. Bagels, cream
cheese, cheese cake, fruit salads, juice, tea and coffee
were enjoyed by all. A special thanks to our
neighborhood Starbuck's for its generosity in donating
Pike's Peak and Thanksgiving Blend coffee to the
morning's event.
The committee is still seeking parents to host a treat for
the following months: January, February, and April.
Please feel free to contact Leslie B. Lilly (303-910-0910)
if you are interested.

GROUNDS & GATEWAY NEWS
Think "End-of-Year, Tax-Deductible”
Trying to find a gift
for that impossible-tobuy-for person in your
life? Want to honor
your graduate, their
favorite school club or
team, a special teacher
or mentor who's made
a difference? Choose from 3 sizes of pavers to be placed
at the new north-side crossroads or dedicate a tree
anywhere on campus.
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Go to the GW website at gwhs.dpsk12.org, look under
"Quick Links" on the right side of the page and click on
"GW Community Gateway Project" to order your
paver. Each purchased brick or dedicated tree brings the
project that much closer to reality! And remember, it's
tax-deductible.
A huge Thanks! goes out to the entire Friends of IB
Scholars Foundation Board for their help in getting out
our grant applications for the GW Community Gateway
Project during the school-holiday snowstorm!
We
couldn't have completed them without the timely
assistance of all. Special thanks to President Tom Zeiler
and Treasurer Janice Thomas for their willingness to
honor last-minute requests. Grant-writer Kim Jacques
graciously and generously lent her invaluable aid in
understanding the application requirements.
We're
grateful to parent Frank Rowe for noticing a second
grant program and bringing it to our attention.
Amy Wright from the Tamarac Whole Foods store will
attend the Landscaping Club meeting on Monday,
December 7 at lunchtime to present the students with a
check for $3,300 – proceeds from their bag credit
program from July to September, which benefited the
GW Community Gateway Project. Thanks to all who
shopped and brought their own bags to the Whole Foods
Tamarac store!
Committee members lead outdoor activities on
Community Service Saturdays twice a month as long as
the weather holds. November 7th and 21st saw us putting
tree wrap around the trunks of the new trees on the south
and east sides of the school as well as the Amelia Bates
memorial tree. We also staked and wired the new trees,
spruced up the south courtyard planter boxes and pulled
any weeds we saw! Please join us on these Saturdays if
you can.
You'll see the school from a different
perspective. From 9 to 11 a.m., future Saturday dates are:
December 5, January 23 and 30 – weather permitting, of
course. As always, all are welcome at the committee
meetings listed below:
Date
Thurs. Dec.10
Wed, Jan. 13
Wed., Feb. 10
Wed. Mar. 10

Time
12noon
7 p.m.
12 noon
12 noon

Location
GW, Community Room
GW, Community Room
GW, Community Room
GW, Community Room

IB Office 720.423.8626

Have you seen us on Facebook?
The IB Program launched its Facebook page on October
12th. We already have over 220 fans - are you one of
them? Get the latest IB news, photos, and updates, plus
connect with other students, alumni, parents and
supporters. Become a fan today!
.CAS

FAIR

A BIG thank you to Carolyn Faselt for chairing the
CAS Fair again this year. The event went off without a
hitch. Sophomores and juniors had about 35 options as
they learned about various activities that could count for
the CAS requirement. A list of all ‘vendors’ is posted
on the IB website. We encourage you to consider some
of these activities for your students, not only as a way to
stimulate their creative, action and service thinking, but
also as a way to thank these participants for giving their
time and resources to our students.

Model UN team recruits new members at the CAS Fair

Jennifer Janes, Candace Rusk, Christi Millar, and
Robin Kane once again served as CAS Fair committee
members, and did a terrific job getting outside groups to
participate. Carolyn, Christi and Robin, along with
Janice Thomas, Laurie O’Neill and Sayeeda Ghani
worked the fair for the kids, arriving as early as 7:00 am
and staying until the last bit of trash was gone. It is
because of parents like these that we can provide such
terrific programming for the students. THANK YOU to
all who made this event so successful!

PARENTS
Want to learn more about what it takes to
get high school students into college, and
give back to the GWHS community at the
same time?

CAS Fair chair Carolyn Faselt (right)

Become a
FUTURE CENTER VOLUNTEER!
Learn more at the Future Center Volunteer

INFORMATION MEETING
Thursday, December 3, 6 PM
GWHS Future Center
Room 128, just off the North Lobby
Interested? RSVP to Future Center Director
Michael Jennings at
mjennings@denverscholarship.org or 720-423-8727
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Students selected for COYAC
Congratulations to IB junior Thomas Tarler and IB
sophomore Angie Neslin for being selected to represent
Colorado youth on the Colorado Youth Advisory
Council (COYAC). COYAC was founded to give youth
a voice in the Colorado state legislature, and is
comprised of high school students from across the state.
They held their first meeting in October and will be
meeting periodically throughout the school year to
discuss issues important to youth and advise the
legislature. They will both serve a two-year term.

PEOPLE YOU SHOULD KNOW: Derrick McNeill
For Derrick McNeill, physics is more than just the subject he teaches - it’s a
passion. Whether he’s talking about math or procrastination, he always finds a
way to relate subjects back to what he calls “the foundation of the universe.”
“I teach every single physics course at GW,” he said. “I enjoy it because it
gives me the opportunity to convince people that going into the sciences is a
worthwhile cause.” Unsurprisingly, Mr. McNeill argues that physics is the best
field of all the sciences to have a career in.
“It makes you in demand, because physicists can view the entire spectrum.
There’s nothing wrong with engineering, but taking physics just gives you a
lot more opportunities,” he said.
Mr. McNeill’s extensive knowledge in his subject has been many years in the making, however. Because he grew up in
Longmont, he was able to attend Metro State College before settling into a teaching career several years later.
“I worked for seven years before going back to college,” he said. “I taught for 3, 4, 5 years, then came [to GW] in
2005…I can never understand how a kid can know exactly what they want to do right out of high school. It took me
years to figure it out.”
Investigating different options is one philosophy that Mr. McNeill always takes into the classroom.
“I’ve avoided lecturing for the entire semester,” he said, noting that he prefers to allow students to work on labs and
make discoveries at their own pace. “It’s all about exploration. So [in my class], you’re exploring.”
Mr. McNeill has also found that allowing students to work at their own pace has given him the opportunity to reach out
to more students.
“I deal with kids with all sorts of backgrounds. In order to accommodate the most kids, I’ve set it up so they can
operate at their own pace. [That way], those who have a strong basis in mathematics can move ahead and not get
bored.” He says that having a strong base in math is essential for his class because “the majority of mathematics was
invented for the purpose of physics.”
Although he allows students to cover topics on their own, Mr. McNeill still manages to ignite lively discussions in the
classroom.
“One of my favorite [in-class] discussions is relativity… I enjoy it and the kids enjoy it,” he said happily. “It’s a
bizarre conversation, but it’s interesting. It blows kids minds that Heisenberg’s Uncertainty Principle is the foundation
of the universe.”
In fact, Mr. McNeill has often found that IB students can get too excited during his discussions.
“You get kids that are really into it,” he said. “They want to know everything about everything. But you can’t. It’s hard
to accept, but that would violate all the laws of physics.”
Although his classroom is filled with hustle and bustle, Mr. McNeill’s home in Erie, Colorado is the picture of
tranquility. He owns a small ranch with horses, a goat, and lots of cats, dogs, and fish (“I love fish,” he said). Although
taking care of all of these critters – not to mention driving to Denver every day – takes a lot of time, Mr. McNeill says
that country living is well worth it.
“Living [out there] is really nice,” he said. “It’s funny, but the skies are actually clearer. It’s quieter. It’s relaxing.”
The fact that Mr. McNeill enjoys a taste of the quiet life is unsurprising, given his laid-back attitude.
“I’m a procrastinator by nature,” he confessed. “The universe is lazy, so it’s natural to be a procrastinator… although it
catches up to you very quickly.”
Nevertheless, Mr. McNeill sometimes finds his cozy ranch a little too cut off from the outside world.
“I can’t get internet, which is frustrating. I enjoy the 21st century,” he said. “I’m a gamer…My favorite game is
Ratchet and Clank.”
Although his work life and home life seem radically different, it is obvious that Mr. McNeill loves everything that he is
involved in.
“I do what I do, I enjoy what I do, and I hope to open doorways,” he said. “You get to do a lot of interesting things as
long as you keep your doors open long enough.”
-Amelia Kucic, Student Reporter
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THE IB COUNSELING AND COLLEGE CORNER
December is an intense time in the IB office, as Mrs. Geimer and Ms. Lane mail hundreds of
school reports, transcripts, and counselor’s (read: Mrs. Geimer’s) recommendations to colleges
and universities all over the country while simultaneously recruiting and reviewing applicants for next year’s IB
freshman class and handling all the daily details of life in GWIB. Please be very, very kind to them this month. “Be
Kind to Seniors” season also continues, as they work hard to complete their college applications while fulfilling the
demands of all their IB courses and extracurriculars.
SENIORS, you’re in the home stretch for applications. Keep up the good work! By mid November, over half of
you had given the IB Office requests for documents to be sent to at least one college, 10% were completely done, and
virtually everyone was using Naviance well. Huzzah! By November 30 you should have
•
•
•

turned in everything necessary to the IB office and to teachers who are writing recommendations,
sent off any Early Decision or Early Action applications, and
made major progress on the completion of your part of all Regular Decision applications.

If this does not describe you, see the November issue immediately and do what it says - TODAY! Remember
that any requests for supporting documents from the school that are not in the IB Office by December 11 will not be
processed until after school resumes on January 5, and will therefore miss early January deadlines. Now is the time to
check all the details on your remaining applications and send them off as soon as possible to get the most favorable
reading by college admissions committees. A warning note for procrastinators: If you wait until the last day to send
electronic applications, you are likely to find the system overloaded by all your fellow procrastinators, meaning your
application may not go through on time. This is NOT GOOD.
LET THE IB OFFICE KNOW OF ACCEPTANCES AND/OR SCHOLARSHIPS as you receive them. ED
applicants are in a kind of suspended animation until notifications arrive in mid-to-late December. Early Action,
Early Notification, and Rolling admissions decisions will also begin arriving soon, but it will be months before
everyone receives every decision. Please keep the IB Office informed AND enter your results on Naviance via the
“Results” link under “Colleges I’m Applying To.”
FINANCIAL AID AND SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS are the next big agenda item. Mr. Jennings is
offering two workshops in February (see schedule below) which will help make the complicated process easier to
understand. Do not underestimate the amount of time required to successfully submit all the required documentation,
and do not wait until February to begin. This year is expected to be particularly competitive, due to the state of the
economy, so it’s more important than ever to get it right the first time. PARENTS OF SENIORS should be gearing
up to prepare 2009 tax returns and to file the Free Application for Student Aid (FAFSA; www.fafsa.ed.gov) as early
in the New Year as possible.
Many private colleges also require the CSS/PROFILE
(https://profileonline.collegeboard.com) and/or their own additional applications (some with December deadlines).
In addition to applying for need- and merit-based aid from individual schools, students may want to seek out other
scholarships; www.fastweb.com has a good database.
JUNIORS, the college application spotlight is about to shift to you. IB college counselor Rusty Haynes will hold
a meeting with juniors and parents on Saturday, December 5, 12-2 PM, to orient you to the whole process. He
has provided us with some of his handouts already (posted at http://www.georgeib.com/ib_college_prep.html, on the
IB website under College Prep), but the meeting will be a great way to put the information in context and get
organized for what lies ahead. Mr. Haynes is also ready to begin meeting with juniors, with or without parents,
mostly on Saturdays. Set up your initial appointment with him by phone (office: 719-576-9487; cell: 719-232-5305)
or email (collegemasters@comcast.net).
STANDARDIZED TESTING begins in earnest for juniors now. Find out what standardized tests are required by
the colleges you might apply to. There’s a lot to be said for completing a full round of testing by early June. Details
and online registration are available at www.act.org (ACT) and www.collegeboard.com (SAT). Those who took the
PSAT in October will receive scores this month (available online at the College Board site), but won’t learn if they
are National Merit “high scorers” until April, and will have to wait until September 2010 to learn about Commended
and Semifinalist status.
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SOPHOMORES who took that ACT PLAN on November 18 should be getting feedback on their performance and
on their responses to the interest portion of the test from the GW Counseling Office in January. Parents, don’t miss
this chance to start exploring post-high-school possibilities with your student.
ALL STUDENTS are encouraged to spend some time over Winter Break exploring options for summer.

IMPORTANT COLLEGE DATES AND DEADLINES
December 1: Early Notification deadline at CU-Boulder. Freshman applicants whose files are complete by this
date will receive an admission decision by January 15.
December 3, Thursday, 6:00 PM, Room 128: Future Center Volunteer Information Meeting
December 5, Saturday, Noon-2:00 PM, GWHS: College Applications 101, an orientation to the application process
for juniors and their parents presented by Mr. Haynes, IB College Counselor.
January 1: Deadline for submitting Regular Decision applications to many colleges. Check your selected schools’
requirements carefully. Some schools have earlier deadlines if you want to be considered for scholarships and/or
interviews.
February 4, Thursday,
and
February 17, Wednesday: FAFSA evening workshops with Mr. Jennings, Future Center Director.
March 31: Virtually all college decisions are mailed or posted online by this date. Financial aid packages typically
arrive simultaneously, or within a week of the acceptance.
April 18, Sunday, 1-4 PM, U of Denver: Spring College Fair aimed at juniors and interested sophomores.
April 21 or 28: State-mandated ACT testing for all Juniors. GW arranges registration and fees, and the test is
administered during the school day. Please note that this version of the ACT does not include the optional Writing
Test.
May 1: Deadline to respond to colleges that have offered you admission, with a confirmation deposit (typically
$200‐500) to your chosen school.

STANDARDIZED TEST DATES AND REGISTRATION DEADLINES
Test Type

2009-2010
Test Date

Regular
Deadline

Late (addl. fee)
Registration

SAT & Subject Tests
ACT
SAT & Subject Tests
ACT
SAT only – no Subject Tests
ACT
ACT without writing – Juniors only
SAT & Subject Tests
SAT & Subject Tests
ACT

Dec. 5
Dec. 12*
Jan. 23
Feb. 6*
Mar. 13
Apr. 10*
Apr. 21 or 28*
May 1*
June 5
June 12

passed
passed
passed
passed
Dec. 15
Dec. 30
Jan. 5
Jan. 15
Feb. 4
Feb. 18
Mar. 5
Mar. 19
Automatic for juniors – no fee
Mar. 25
Apr. 8
Apr. 29
May 13
May 7
May 21

TESTING RESUMES IN THE FALL

On the dates marked by an asterisk (*), GWHS is one of the test sites.
Students who test on other dates will choose from the available test sites.
by following the ACT and College Board registration instructions.

Linda During, College Counseling Chair

10

Friends of IB Scholars Foundation Fundraising Campaign for 2009/2010
Please help us meet the challenge!!
The Friends of IB Scholars Foundation wants to remind all IB families that the Ebrahimi Family Foundation has
pledged to match $15,000 of contributions to the IB Foundation from IB families, alumni and friends. This means that
the first $15,000 of contributions from IB families, alumni and friends will be doubled to $30,000. Also remember that
part of the Ebrahimi Challenge Grant is designed to match contributions from other foundations, so please let me know
of any charitable foundations that might help us out.
Remember that since the Friends of IB Scholars Foundation is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization, your gift can be taxdeductible Last year, the IB Foundation was able to fund around $45,000 of grants, and we were still not able to meet
all of the faculty requests. With student enrollment in the GW IB program rising, your donations to the IB Foundation
are more important than ever. So, please do not delay in sending in your contributions, whether $25, $50, $100, $250,
$500 or more. December is a great time to make your donation, since your contribution can be tax-deductible for 2009.
Please send your contributions to:
Friends of IB Scholars Foundation, c/o Janice Thomas, Treasurer, 1634 S. Leyden Street, Denver, Colorado
80224.
Please contact me at home, 303-364-9181 or at my office, 303-492-2353, or by email at tomzeiler@msn.com, if you
have any questions about the IB Foundation.
Happy holiday season and winter break, and thank you for your support of the GW IB program!
Tom Zeiler, President Friends of IB Scholars Foundation

I WANT TO KEEP GWIB STRONG!
Enclosed is my tax-deductible donation in the amount of $ ________________
payable to the Friends of IB Scholars Foundation.
_________________________________________________ ____________________________________________
Name of Donor(s)
Name of Student(s)
_________________________________________________ ____________________________________________
Street Address, City, and Zip
E-mail address

Mail your check and completed form TODAY to the following address:
Friends of IB Scholars Foundation
c/o Janice Thomas, Treasurer
1634 S. Leyden Street, Denver, Colorado 80224.

Contact Information
2009-2010 IB Parents Association Board of Directors
President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Broadcaster Editor
Senior Brunch Chair
Student Directory Chair
CAS Chair
Public Relations and Web site
Teacher Appreciation-Chair
IB Ambassadors Chair
Welcome Fest Chair
Picnic Chair
College Counseling Chair
Alumni Representative
Distinguished Teacher Chair
Friends of IB Foundation President
Friends of IB Foundation Secretary
GW Grounds & Community Gateway
Committee
IB Coordinator
IB Administrative Assistant

Kristi Butkovich 303-829-4414, kbutkovich@comcast.net
Kristin Schledorn 720-201-8671, kschledo@comcast.net
Leslie Lilly, 303-910-0910, snillow @comcast.net
Janice Thomas, 303-757-1624, janicekempthomas@yahoo.com
Laura Whalen, 720-490-1283, lewhalen@gmail.com
Dave Marsh, 720-252-2920, dave@bellabasil.com
Gail Saxton 303-377-2955, gailsaxton@comcast.net
Gail Sigman, 303-388-1118, gailsigman@comcast.net
Kelly Morrison, 303-393-8604, kellymorrison2@gmail.com
Cora Neslin, 303-722-7238, dcnesl@comcast.net
Linda Williams, 303-752-2477
Terry Brandl, 303-333-7018, stainedglassbear@yahoo.com
Linda During, 303-694-9266, lmd329@juno.com
Pam Troyer, ptroyer1@mscd.edu
Lisa Haddox, 303-377-7099
Tom Zeiler, tomzeiler@msn.com
Jennifer Janes, jjanes@ecentral.com, Lee Ann Huntington,
leeannh@earthlink.net and Martha Tucker, rtucker@frii.com
Suzanne Geimer, 720-423-8626, Suzanne_Geimer@dpsk12.org
Marjie Lane, 720-423-8673, Marjorie_Lane@dpsk12.org

George Washington HS: 720-423-8600

Denver Public Schools
900 Grant Street
Denver, CO 80203
************
IB Broadcaster
George Washington High School
655 S. Monaco Pkwy
Denver, CO 80224
720.423.8600
www.gwhs.dpsk12.org
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