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World School
It’s not too soon to
start thinking about the

SENIOR BRUNCH
When: Sunday, May 3rd
Where: The Governor’s Ballroom in the
Driscoll Center at DU
Time: 11 A.M.-1 P.M.
Seniors and Parents: The Senior Brunch
Committee needs every IB Senior, in the Class
of 2009, to provide two photos for the special
“Then and Now” presentation at the Brunch.
One photo needs to be a baby photo or from
your early childhood, and the other should be a
reflection of yourself today.

Digital or print formats are acceptable.
Digital pictures may be sent to:
Harry Newman at
watneydog@comcast.net
or drop pictures off in the IB office.
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February IB Parent Meeting:

Smart Kids Making Poor
Choices
An informative, eye-opening and important
evening featuring a

PANEL DISCUSSION WITH:
Judge Dana Wakefield,
Attorney Pam Wakefield,
School Counselor Sarah Hartman

February 10, 7-8:30 PM
IB students are bright, competent, clever and
intelligent, right? Hardworking, ambitious,
dedicated high school students abound in GW’s IB
program, and we know they love learning, enjoy
feeling independent, and thrive in challenging
situations. Yet, life isn’t always smooth sailing, and
even our students will face dilemmas at times.
You will go home with many new ideas and levels
of awareness regarding our children’s lives. With
their combined experiences, this panel will
provide much to think about.
Parents and Students are
encouraged to attend!

Summer Trips
The IB program is offering two
trips this summer that are open to
all IB students.

Proposed Walkway, Bench and Sign for
GW’s North Entrance

~Ms. Ward and Catherine
Bedard will be leading a three
week trip to France.
~Rory Foster, from Common Ground
International, will be taking the students back to
Costa Rica for two weeks. Go to www.georgeib.com
to find out more. Click on the travel icon

Volunteers Needed for IB Welcome Fest
The IB Parent Board is pleased to announce the
upcoming annual welcome fest.
The event is scheduled for
March 10th at 6:30 PM at
GW.
We are looking for IB students
who are involved with extra-curricular activities and are
willing to share their experiences. Free pizza will be
served before the event for participation students!
The committee chairs would like to hear from anyone
who wants to showcase their talents, clubs
competitions, honor societies, sports, etc. This would
be a great way to recruit members for your activities
and get a start on next year’s membership! If anyone
has any art they would like to display or a performance
they would like to try out, there’s also room for you.
We would also welcome any 9th graders who would be
willing to act as general hosts and interact with the
prospective students. Parent volunteers are welcome to
help staff the event and/or provide baked goods. Please
call Linda Williams at 303 752-2477 or Pam Wakefield
at 303 753-1688 (email pamwakefield@msn.com)

After Prom Event
Parents are needed to oversee student activities during the After
Prom, which will be held in the Gym from 11pm-3 am on
May 16-17th. Please contact any of the staff listed below, if
you are interested. The Prom will be a Junior/Senior Prom this
year and the after prom is included with the purchase of the
Prom ticket. All fundraising has been completed!!
Congratulations, seniors! Staff contacts:
Meryl Cohn, meryl_cohn@dpsk12.org, 720 423-8675
Mike Sedillos, michael sedillos@dpsk12.org, 720 423-8865
Alma Rodriquez, alma_rodriquez@dpsk12.org, 720 423-8691
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You may have noticed the first change to GW's north
entrance – the plants are gone! The planter box to the
west of the entrance was cleared down to stumps by
Denver Public Schools over the winter break. Now we
await a day when school is out so Swingle Tree Co. can
come in and grind out the stumps. Our landscape
committee met in late January to devise a more inviting
and sustainable entry planting.
Thanks to Ann Cuthbertson's diligent efforts on the
plan for improvements to the north entrance, we have
moved to the next step in the process. After working
with drainage experts, gaining approval from DPS and
meeting with the GW alumni group, Ann has sent the
plans to a DPS-approved landscape firm for pricing.
About 30 students attended the January 12 meeting of
the Landscape Committee's student group, led by math
teacher Mary Laves. They examined the north side
improvement plans, asked good questions and made
suggestions we'll incorporate into the plans. Future
meetings are in Ms. Laves' classroom the 2nd Monday
of the month. The next GW work "day" (9-11a.m.)

will be held Saturday, February 21st. All are
welcome!
In the near term, look for a flyer to come home
with your student announcing the competition for
designs to paint on the dumpsters on the loading
dock ramp on the north side of the school.

GW Prom:
May 16th

2008-2009 Events Calendar
February 10: IB PARENT ASSOC. MEETING - Judge
Wakefield and Pam Wakefield present
“Smart Kids Making Bad Decisions”
February 12: FAFSA Workshop, 6-8pm in the Future Center with
Raymael Blackwell.
March 2:

All senior CAS portfolios due in IB office

March 10: Welcome Fest - 6:30pm at GW
March 16-20: Senior Peer CAS Interviews 8-12 each day – location
to be determined
March 19: Denver Scholarship Foundation Workshop with Raymael
Blackwell. Understanding your financial award letter, making
housing deposits and finding the perfect summer program.
April 14:

Mandatory meeting for juniors and their parents
regarding college application guidelines.

April 16:

Sophomore CAS Introductory Meeting, 8-9:15 am
Auditorium

April 22:

Freshman CAS Service Day – All Day

May TBD

Freshman Orientation (date to be determined by
middle school graduations)

May 3:

Senior Brunch for the IB class of 2009

May 4:

Junior Q and A
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3-3:30 pm Cafeteria

FROM THE BOARD
Our next parent meeting will be February 10th, in the
Community Room. This is a return visit for IB
parents Dana and Pam Wakefield. Dana is a retired
juvenile court judge and Pam was a prosecuting
attorney in the juvenile courts. They have recently
opened a private practice as Court Appointed Special
Advocates.
Our individual committees have been very busy.
Linda During can breathe a little easier, now that the
college application deadline has passed. Everyone
should take the time to read her monthly College
Counseling article in the Broadcaster. Linda is an
excellent resource; her older daughter is an IB graduate
currently attending Pomona College in California and
her younger daughter is an IB sophomore. We are so
thankful to have Marjie Lane as Ms. Geimer’s
assistant. She has brought new meaning to organization
and teamwork. Teacher Appreciation Chair, April
Pluss, put together a delicious holiday breakfast for the
entire GW staff. The IB group organizes four school
wide events every year, with financial support from Mr.
Goldstein and the IB parents. Gail Sigman and Janice
Thomas have been busy reading seniors’ CAS essays,
organizing the freshman service day, and updating
juniors on the new CAS requirements. Tom Waymire
has been putting together Ms. Whitty’s “Distinguished
Teacher” portfolio and Laura Whalen has been
tirelessly perfecting The Broadcaster. Special thanks
to Kristi Butkovich, who has stepped in as vice
president and will take over as president next year. We
would welcome Dave Marsh as the new Senior Brunch
chair and Leslie Lilly as our new Secretary. In
addition, Pam Wakefield and Linda Williams have
taken charge of the Welcome Fest.
We have 241 applications from potential freshman and
Mrs. Geimer has been interviewing applicants from
dawn until dusk since the beginning of the semester.
Kelly Morrison’s online scheduling system has been
extremely efficient! Cora Neslin, Kendra Black,
Anne Rowe and Kelly Morrison made an extra effort
this year to get the message out about GW and the IB
program by hosting evening receptions at private homes
with Steve Goldstein and Jen Woolf. This is the first
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year that the IB has worked so closely with the
traditional program to improve enrollment at GW. We
had our first school wide open house in November,
followed by a second IB information meeting three
weeks later. Mr. Goldstein even gave out door prizes to
prospective parents and students who attended the open
house. The shadow program ran so smoothly thanks
to Ms. Lane and Grace Kohn. We hear that many
students have chosen to come to the IB program
because of their shadow experience. We can’t forget
all of the students who made the shadows so
comfortable at GW. Our students are the best
advertisement for the IB program. Cora Neslin made
sure all went well by following up every shadow date
with a phone call to the family.
The annual Welcome Fest is scheduled for Tuesday,
March 10th beginning at 6:30 pm. This is a magical
evening when GW’s IB Program shines for all of the
accepted 8th grade IB applicants. There will be food,
activities, demonstrations, lots of action, and current
students showing off our IB Program. Thanks to Pam
Wakefield and Linda Williams for spearheading this
fabulous night. Come and share the excitement.
Now that we are into the second semester of the school
year, it is time to begin thinking about Board Positions
for next year. Committed and involved parents are
what make the Association such a successful
organization and a strong voice for the IB Program.
We have one co-president and two co-vice president
positions open for 2009-2010. Kristy Butkovich will
move up to President next year and she would love
some help. The remainder of the Board will be
returning. This is a perfect time to get involved with
the IB Parent Association Board, especially if you have
a 9th or 10th grader. Call or email any current board
member if you are interested.
Mary Jo Minogue, Tom Zeiler and Kim Jacques
have begun the grant writing process. They have been
meeting with faculty and staff to identify priorities. If
you have not donated to the IB Foundation, please do
so. It is difficult for the IB Foundation to ask for
financial help from other non profits, if our parents are
not willing to help.

~ Debra Roads, IB Parent Association President

IB Office 720.423.8626

Newest CAS Committee Organizing Spring Activities

Volunteers Needed for Events to Succeed!
The CAS Committee is attending to several key activities slated for the spring. For our Seniors, all portfolios must be
in by March 2, 2009. Volunteers will be reviewing them, making sure all required forms are signed, all essays have
been completed, and the portfolios are ready. Once approved, peer interviews will be scheduled March 16-20, 2009.
All seniors must participate in order to receive the IB diploma.
WE REALLY NEED PARENTS HELP TO FACILITATE THIS PROCESS. If you are interested in organizing
portfolios, scheduling interviews, or even facilitating a peer interview session (we will provide training), please
contact Gail Sigman or Janice Thomas (contact information at end of article.) The time commitment is minimal, and
every parent who has helped with this in the past has really enjoyed the time and activity.
We are also awarding two (2) $500 CAS Service Scholarships in May. Seniors may self-nominate, or be
nominated by a teacher, peer or parent. Helping with the senior peer interview and portfolios will be a great start in
determining who is worthy of nomination. Any student interested in self-nomination should send an essay to the CAS
Committee outlining why s/he fees s/he should be awarded the scholarship.
Our Freshman Service Day is scheduled for Earth Day, April 22, 2009. It promises to be a day filled with fun,
activity and environmental service toward others. We are hoping to work with Denver Parks and Rec. again this year,
planting trees and shrubs, clearing weeds and helping with other restoration efforts. Detailed information will be sent
to freshmen and their parents. However, we need many volunteers to make this day happen. Parents are needed
to accompany the group (Denver Parks and Rec. requires 1 (one) adult per every 10 students), arrange for
transportation (we will hire private buses) or arrange for lunches for all students and volunteers. We have done this
for several years, so we can help steer you in the right direction, and past volunteers have found the time worthwhile,
and even fun! PLEASE send Gail Sigman an email with your contact information if you can help us on that day.
Sophomores will meet on April 16, 2009 in the auditorium to learn about the CAS program, its requirements, and
how they can get started this summer. This is another area where we really need some help! Parents are needed to
assemble information packets and arrange for a light breakfast. Parents are also invited to this meeting to learn more
about this required component of the IB Diploma.
Juniors will meet on May 4, 2009 at 3:00 pm, to answer any remaining questions about the requirements of the
essays and activity hours. The first essay and completed activity sheets totaling 75 of the required 150 hours need to
be turned into the IB office on or before May 22, 2009.
This is a great time to learn about and get involved in CAS. We need new parents to join the committee next year.
Please plan to help with one or more of these activities as a way to be engaged and learn about this critical
component of the IB program.

For more information, or to volunteer for one or more of these activities, please contact
gailsigman@comcast.net 303-388-1118 OR Janice Thomas janicekempthomas@yahoo.com 303- 757-1624

Don’t miss the newest production from
George Drama:

Sweeney Todd
February 25-28
Buy Tickets Online at www.georgedrama.com
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People You Should Know:
Dave Hoffman

Mr. Hoffman’s teaching day does not end when he
leaves GW. All seven of his children, aged 4 to 19,
have been home schooled, and he draws on their
optimism and love of learning as an inspiration for
teaching his other students. “I want [my students] to see
that there’s no ceiling . . . That’s how my kids have
learned to think.” He spends most of his free time with
his large family (which includes a golden retriever and
an “extremely fat cat [who] looks like Garfield”) as
they hike, sled, camp, and construct “killer” tree houses
in their backyard.
All in all, Mr. Hoffman’s enthusiasm is contagious.
Though he may have to confine his expansive world
view to the classroom, he remains a teacher who thinks
“taking kids on a bus ride every day would be the best
kind of school possible” and who has that rare ability to
pass a love of learning—and life—on to his students.

Although this is his first year teaching at GW, Mr.
Hoffman has already become a favorite among
students. His openness and educational philosophy
make his classroom a place where students learn not
only Spanish, but life lessons as well.
“I think there’s a huge difference between schooling
and education,” said Mr. Hoffman, his customary smile
stretched across his face. “I think that students educate
themselves, and teachers are more like mentors . . .
Addressing real world problems is the best education
there is.”
Ever since beginning his teaching career in California,
Mr. Hoffman has tried to bring this philosophy to the
classroom. While teaching Spanish at various public
schools, private schools, and even his own charter
school, he has ventured into other realms of education
in an attempt to immerse students in real world
experiences. One of his most creative endeavors was a
“drug class” that he taught in California, where
everyone from F.B.I agents to junkies were guest
speakers. “I like to keep things in the open,” said
Hoffman. “If it’s less secretive, it’s less cool.”
Hundreds of students signed up for the course.
With his passion for educational flexibility and
“engendering a love of learning,” it comes as no
surprise that Mr. Hoffman enjoys teaching for IB.
Because “it’s so open,” he feels that he and his classes
–especially Spanish IV— can move beyond the
curriculum and use what they’ve learned to explore
broader possibilities.
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Amelia Kucic
Student IB Reporter

Speech and Debate Succeed at
Candlelight Tournament
The GW Speech and Debate Team had a great
weekend at the Candlelight Tournament at Overland
High School on Saturday, December 6. The team
placed 4th overall in a field of 25 schools. The
following individuals also won recognitions: Aerick
Francis and Chamiaka Isiguzo – 1st in Public Forum
Debate, Lawson Williams – 2nd in US Extemporaneous
Speaking, Clara Troyer and Josh Carson – 3rd in Public
Forum Debate, Joanna Foote – 3rd in Impromptu
Speaking and 4th in International Extemporaneous
Speaking, Lawson Williams and Gabe Neslin – 4th in
Public Forum Debate, Madelaine Czufin and Henry
Biermann – 4th in CX Debate, Jamie Tran – 5th in CX
Debate, and Ryan Boyd – 6th in US Extemporaneous
Speaking.

Director’s
Corner
This is a good time to
take a deep breath and
reflect a little on our first
semester. For those of
you with senior students,
you know that the
breakneck pace of the
first semester college
decisions has slowed.
We met with the seniors to set their college application
schedule the first week of school in August and it
worked! By November, almost every IB senior had all
their college applications finished and in the IB office.
Marji Lane should be congratulated as having done a
marvelous job of getting them all out by the second
week in December. We have never had a smoother
year. She processed over 457 of them!
In October we held the annual CAS Fair for
sophomores. The Fair was ably handled by Gail
Sigman and her committee. Sophomores should be
engaged in some sort of creative, action or service
activity right now. The juniors and seniors are well on
their way to fulfilling their CAS requirements due to
the efforts of that parent committee who keeps
everyone on pace and in compliance.
In November junior students participated in roundtable
sessions during which the Seniors explained their
extended essays and their process through research to
final draft
. All Juniors should now have an advisor and a
research question for their essays due in May. Our
faculty do an extraordinary job in advising their
extended essay students. While IB recommends that
no advisor assume responsibility for more than four
advisees, some of our faculty do more than twenty!
October marked the annual CAS Fair for sophomores.
It was a wonderful opportunity to find new creative
activities and elegantly organized by Gail Sigman and
her committee. The juniors and seniors are also well
on their way to fulfilling their CAS requirements
due to the efforts of that parent committee that keeps
everyone on pace and in compliance.
The Sophomores and their parents also met in
October to select their Diploma Programs. As the
master schedule for next year is developed, students
will learn more about the feasibility of their choices.
Freshmen had the advantage of Ms. Lane’s special
seminar opportunity this fall and have learned the
importance of staying proactive and organized for
success. On to semester two!

http://www.georgeib.com

.

Previous Scholarship Winner:
Shannon Brink

2005 Denver Scholarship winner Shannon Brink is
entering her 3rd year at Princeton University where
she is studying abroad in Santiago, Chile. She is
studying public policy, with a focus on sustainable
development and poverty prevention in Latin America.
She is president of Engineers Without Borders, a
student group that designs and executes small-scale
engineering projects in the developing world and has
been working on project in Huamanzaña, Peru. She
continues to train in cross country

Alumni Letter
Ms. Geimer,
This is Whitney Mathers, GWIB class of 1999. I was
recently in Denver to spend Christmas with my family,
and as I drove by GW one day, I was reminded of the
years I spent in IB and of the encouragement you gave
me throughout my high school experience. Thank you
for taking a risk on me when I applied with incredibly
low standardized math scores as an 8th grader. Thank
you for believing in me and encouraging me to stick
with the program during those four years. I owe so
much to the education I received in high school, to the
IB faculty, and to the IB program.
After graduating from Gustavus Adolphus College
with a degree in Art History in 2003, I moved to the
Kansas City area and began working in development
at a small not-for-profit organization. Since then, I
have earned my Master of Arts in Organizational
Administration, with an emphasis in Not-for-Profit
Organizations. Currently, I am working for
MidAmerica Nazarene University as the grants and
special projects coordinator.
More than anything else, learning to write clearly and
logically the “IB way” has helped me more than I can
say. If I can ever be of any assistance by serving on an
alumni panel or sharing my experiences with current
or prospective students, please do not hesitate to
contact me. Please feel free to share this email.
Whitney Mathers
Grants and Special Projects Coordinator
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Alumni Panel Presents “Life After IB”
The January 6th IB Parents Association meeting featured our annual college panel, a perennial favorite. Four
members of the GWIB Class of 2007 shared their collective wisdom about college choices and college life with a
standing-room-only crowd of current students and their parents. The panelists (Josh Anderson – Colorado College,
Katie Lewis – Washington University in St Louis, Anna Michaels – Lewis & Clark College, and Jerrod Popham –
New York University) were wonderful, and we cannot thank them enough for taking time from their winter breaks to
give back to GWIB. It isn’t possible to recount all that was discussed, but the overarching message was this: If you
approach the college process thoughtfully and research schools thoroughly, your efforts will be rewarded by finding a
good match for your college years.
Our panelists brought that message to life with personal tales of finding their match, adjusting to life on campus, and
making the most of “life after IB.” Here are a few of their choicer recommendations:
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

Rest assured that you will be more than adequately prepared for college academics and writing. Many IB
grads find freshman year less demanding than their IB years were.
Your IB courses give you advantages. Even if you don't get college credit in a particular IB subject, you can
often use it to get a prerequisite waived, letting you take more upper-level courses.
If possible, visit campuses when they are in session and stay overnight. What looks perfect on paper may not
feel right in person.
Make an extra effort to meet with someone (e.g., admissions rep, faculty member, coach) and to refer to your
visit/meetings in your application. Colleges are impressed by applications that reflect significant effort
specific to that institution rather than something generic.
Use your (relatively) free time in the summer before senior year to get as much application work done as you
can, as the fall semester is INTENSELY busy.
A financial match is important, and sometimes is best found outside of the absolute top tier of colleges.
Each school has its own financial aid process and you should learn the specifics and meet all deadlines.
Fastweb.com is a particularly good site for finding private scholarships, which can add up if you are diligent
in applying.
Remember to send in your housing paperwork, the earlier the better, particularly at large institutions.
Approach your freshman housing/roommate situation with an open mind – even if you don’t become bffs,
you will almost always find ways to live together happily.
A high school romance becomes almost impossible to sustain, no matter what you think as you begin college.
All the hype about college being the “best years of your life” can leave you feeling disappointed by the
reality. Overall college life is good, but it is not nirvana.
Learn to “party” wisely, as even the most serious schools have an active party scene that you will need to
navigate. Gradually acquiring experience while still living at home can save you from “running amok” or
becoming a victim when you move away.
Consider the merits of taking a gap year before starting college, as it is an ideal time to do something you are
passionate about while you are free from ongoing commitments. The experience can be invaluable.
And if it turns out that you made a poor college match initially, you CAN remedy the situation by arranging a
transfer.

What this list fails to convey is how impressive the panel was in terms of insight, maturity, and forthrightness. Much
air time is devoted to the academic and extracurricular achievements of our GWIB students. These four alums were a
perfect reminder of our students’ equally impressive achievements in their personal development.
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THE IB COUNSELING AND COLLEGE CORNER
Congratulations, SENIORS! You’ve made it through the whirlwind that is the first
semester of senior year and your college applications are complete, with a few exceptions for later-deadline schools.
Four happy seniors who opted for Early Decisions already know where they are headed in the fall: Angela Bae – U of
Penn, Peter Lewis – Yale U, Scott Symonds – Williams C, and Will Witwer – Whitman C. Two seniors are
committed to colleges as Division I athletes: Matt Bell – US Air Force Academy/cross country and Mark Maguire –
U of Denver/swimming. Max Mudge is planning to attend St. John’s C. Other acceptances (either Early Action or
rolling admissions) that students have shared with the IB office as of mid-January (but are not yet committing to)
include Boston C, Bradley U, Eckerd C, Georgetown U, Humboldt State, Lehigh U, Rose-Hulman Institute of Tech,
St Louis U, Tulane U, U of Chicago, U of Colorado – Boulder, U of Denver, U of Michigan, U of Portland, and
Washington C. Students with EA or rolling acceptances have until May 1 to accept or decline these offers. Once you
decide where you will be going, do not delay arranging your housing, particularly at large institutions which often fill
prime residences quickly. Please continue to share the outcomes of your applications with the IB Office and with
your recommending teachers. This column is happy to report your good news, but we won’t pair a student’s name
with a college until you tell Ms. Lane that you have committed to going there.
By the end of January, midyear transcripts were in the mail, the final step for most applications. Mrs. Geimer, Ms.
Lane, and the IB teachers who wrote recommendations deserve a standing ovation for successfully sending out the
mountains of paperwork required to support the hundreds of applications submitted by our 82 seniors. Although the
volume is less daunting, they are still hard at work responding to requests for supporting documents for scholarship
applications. Remember to thank them – profusely! By now most colleges should have finished filing all the pieces
of your applications, but some will still be sorting through the mountains of paper on their end. If you receive
notices that something is missing, please contact Ms. Lane (Marjorie_Lane@dpsk12.org or 720-423-6873) before
getting upset. Usually a quick phone call and/or fax can remedy the situation, and you’ll often discover that “what
once was lost has now been found.” If you receive any additional awards or honors that would enhance your
application, be sure to update your admissions representatives. Now is also a very good time to continue looking for
additional scholarships; remember www.fastweb.com. Fight the temptation to succumb completely to senioritis;
maintain your grades. You’ll be glad you did when you request advanced standing from your college in the fall. And
we’ve all heard tales of students whose acceptances were rescinded due to poor spring grades. Don’t become one of
them!
SENIORS AND THEIR PARENTS should be working on, or done with, financial aid applications. Many highly
selective schools require that the FAFSA and CSS PROFILE be filed by February 1, with actual tax returns due soon
after. Please check your colleges’ requirements carefully, and meet them to the letter. It is wise to check the status of
your FAFSA about a week after you file it online, or as soon as you receive a written confirmation if you filed on
paper.
JUNIORS should be getting serious about their college search by now and planning for visits over spring break. If
you have been working on your college list with Mr. Franklin, your visits will be better focused and more worth the
time and expense. Now is also the time to decide what combination of SAT, ACT, and Subject Tests you will take in
the spring. Testing is not offered during the summer, and it is wise to complete at least one round of testing before
the fall. (A few freshmen and sophomores may also decide to take a subject test or two.) Once you have decided
about your test schedule, complete your online registration promptly (http://www.collegeboard.com/testing and
http://actstudent.org) to avoid late fees. On January 21st, Mr. Franklin met with juniors and their parents and shared
essential information about selecting and applying to colleges. If you missed this session, you can get a copy of the
handout in the Future Center. There will also be a meeting later in the semester to teach the junior class the nuts and
bolts of putting together their actual applications, including details of how to obtain counselor/school reports,
transcripts, and teacher recommendations. PARENTS OF JUNIORS, be assured that many, many juniors are not
nearly as ready to launch themselves full tilt into the process as you think they should be. Try to stay out of any
power struggles while helping your student acquire the tools to do the job. By the same token, do what you can to get

http://www.georgeib.com
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on track because next fall will become overwhelmingly busy. Encourage your junior to talk with Mr. Franklin and
with current seniors and college students, and make college guides available. Campus visits will also make college
much more real and tangible for your junior.
SOPHOMORES should have received the results of October’s PLAN (aka pre-ACT) testing from their GW
counselors (Ms. Vigil or Ms. Smith) by now. Please contact them with any questions; last name A – L:
Terrilyn_Vigil@dpsk12.org or 720-423-8651; last name M – Z: Christina_Smith@dpsk12.org or 720-423-8666.
Results are a good predictor of future ACT performance and can help you begin to identify colleges whose admission
profiles are a good fit for you.
ALL STUDENTS AND PARENTS are encouraged to take advantage of the workshops offered at GW through
the Future Center. See calendar for details.
ALL STUDENTS should be thinking about how they will spend their summer break. Many graduating seniors will
need to earn their contribution to next year’s tuition, and should be lining up a job as early as they can. All students
should consider activities like summer study at a college or abroad, volunteer work, an internship, or a job. The IB
Office has some information on file to help jumpstart your research. And don’t forget to include plenty of summer
fun too.
Standardized Test

2008-2009
Test Date

Registration
Deadline

Late (addl. fee)
Registration

SAT & Subject Tests
ACT with writing option
SAT only
ACT with writing option
ACT without writing (all CO juniors)
SAT & Subject Tests
SAT & Subject Tests
ACT with writing option

January 24
February 7
March 14
April 4
April 22
May 2
June 6
June 13

passed
passed
passed
passed
February 10
February 24
February 27
March 13
N/A – Registration is free, through GW
March 31
April 9
May 5
May 15
May 8
May 22

~Linda During, College Counseling Chair

Model UN Shines in CU-Boulder Meet
Congratulations to the Model UN team for their fantastic
performance at the CU meet Saturday January 17. Nate Austin
and Emily Peterson received distinguished delegation in a vote
by their peers representing the USA in the Advanced Security
Council’s Cubin Missile Crisis. D. J. Mares and Brinton Mitchell
won outstanding delegation representing Indonesia in the World
Health Organization.
Great Job Model UN!
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CHALLENGE GRANT CONTINUES!
The Ebrahimi Family Foundation has very generously offered us a $15,000 challenge grant. What do we
need to do to meet the challenge? It’s simple. We need $7,500 in contributions from GWIB families and
$7,500 from other foundations. Do not miss this opportunity to make your donation go twice as far in
supporting your student’s educational journey.
If you have not yet made your annual contribution, please do so today and get double the “bang for your
buck.” Each donation, no matter the size, will bring us closer to meeting the goal and reaping the reward.
Please remember that the Friends of IB Scholars Foundation is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization, and
your December gift will be deductible on your 2008 tax return.
Please send your contribution as soon as you can to Friends of IB Scholars Foundation, c/o Janice
Thomas, Treasurer, 1634 S. Leyden Street, Denver, CO 80224.

YES, I WANT TO HELP GWIB MEET THE CHALLENGE!
ENCLOSED IS MY TAX-DEDUCTIBLE DONATION TO THE FRIENDS OF IB SCHOLARS
FOUNDATION
IN THE AMOUNT OF:
____ $50
____ $500
____ $100
____ Other $ ____________
____ $250

Name (as I want it listed in The Broadcaster) ________________________________________________
Name (as I want it listed on my receipt) ____________________________________________________
Street Address ________________________________________________________________________
City, State, and Zip Code ________________________________________________________________
Name and class year of my student(s) ______________________________________________________
E-mail address ________________________________________________________________________

Make checks payable to the Friends of IB Scholars Foundation and mail to:
Janice Thomas, Treasurer
1634 S. Leyden Street
Denver, CO 80224

Contact Information
2008-2009 IB Parents Association Board of Directors
President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Broadcaster Editor
Senior Brunch Chair
Student Directory Chair
CAS Chair
Public Relations and Web site
Teacher Appreciation-Chair
IB Ambassadors Chair
Welcome Fest Co-Chairs
Picnic Chair
College Counseling Chair
Alumni Representative
Distinguished Teacher Chair
Friends of IB Foundation President
Friends of IB Foundation Secretary
Community Landscape Committee
CSC Representative

Debi Roads, 303-399-8801, dardenver@aol.com
Kristi Butkovich 303-829-4414, kbutkovich@comcast.net
Leslie Lilly, snillow @comcast.net
Janice Thomas, 303-757-1624, janicekempthomas@yahoo.com
Laura Whalen, 720-490-1283, lewhalen@gmail.com
Dave Marsh, dave@bellabasil.com
Laura Whalen, 720-490-1283, lewhalen@gmail.com
Gail Sigman, 303-388-1118, gailsigman@comcast.net
Kelly Morrison, 303-393-8604, kelly@upstartpub.com
April Pluss, 303 322 9922, aprilpluss@yahoo.com
Cora Neslin, 303-372-7238, dcnesl@comcast.net
Pam Wakefield, 303-753-1688, pamwakefield@msn.com
Linda Williams, 303-752-2477
Terry Brandl, 303-333-7018, stainedglassbear@yahoo.com
Linda During, 303-694-9266, lmd329@juno.com
Pam Troyer, ptroyer1@mscd.edu
Tom Waymire, trwaymire@aol.com
Tom Zeiler, tomezeiler@msn.com
Mary Jo Minogue, minogue4@yahoo.com
Jennifer Janes, jjanes@ecentral.com, Lee Ann Huntington,
leeannh@earthlink.net and Martha Tucker, rtucker@frii.com
Jerry Anderson

IB Office

Suzanne Geimer, 720-423-8626, Suzanne_Geimer@dpsk12.org
Marjorie Lane, 720-423-8673, Marjorie_Lane@dpsk12.org

George Washington HS

720-423-8600

Denver Public Schools
900 Grant Street
Denver, CO 80203
************
IB Broadcaster
George Washington High School
655 S. Monaco Pkwy
Denver, CO 80224
720.423.8600
www.gwhs.dpsk12.org
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