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From the IBPA Board
With spring in sight, change
and new growth are the
themes of the moment. The
Wednesday, April 4
community meeting tackled
a variety of issues oriented
around past change and
future developments at
GWHS.
The Collaborative School Committee (CSC)
interviewed the candidates for the Interim
Principal position on Thursday, April 5.
Superintendent Tom Boasberg and Assistant
Superintendent Antwan Wilson received the CSC
recommendation of two finalists and appointed
Assistant Principal Tonia Shook as Interim
Principal. This information and more on the
principal selection process is on the GW website
(georgedps.org).
All of the IBPA Board’s current work is aimed at
making next year a successful one for everyone in
the GWIB program.
The April 10 IBPA meeting
was dedicated to helping
juniors and their parents
plan how to use the time
between now and the end
of their senior year to get
through the college process
smoothly and camly. We
thank all the juniors and
their parents for attending.
The IB program (like the AP program) requires
certain textbooks that DPS does not provide. Five
years ago, in an effort to keep families’ costs to a

minimum, then IBPA President, Debi Roads,
developed a book purchasing program to take
advantage of volume discounts and used book
“recycling.” In next month’s Broadcaster you will
find a booklist for
2012-13, including
ISBN numbers to
identify the precise
version of each book
the IB teachers will
be using. You may
choose to shop for
the books on your own—just be careful to get
the correct ISBN. Your student may opt to
purchase used books directly from current
students or at the Used Book Sale in May (date
TBD). Or you may choose the convenience of
purchasing some or all of next year’s books at a
discount through the George IB website and
PayPal. We pass some of the volume discounts
on to you, while using a portion to help both
students of need and IB teachers acquire books.
The Friends of IB Scholars Foundation also uses
donated funds to purchase classroom book sets,
in order to further reduce the cost of an IB
education.
We appreciate your continued support on all
fronts and look forward to visiting with you at
some of the various meetings and activities in the
last two months of this school year.

—Kristi Butkovich

IBPA President

IBPA Board
We are committed to providing excellent educational
opportunities at GW and your involvement in your
child’s education matters and it does make a difference.
Thank you so much for attending the IB Parents
Association meetings and for supporting our parents
organization as you do – we have a strong and
committed group of families and we feel fortunate to be
a part of such a unique blending of ideas, activities, and
interests. The years we share with our high school kids
are so special, and we hope you are enjoying every
minute.

Coming GWIB
Events
Apr 17
May 2-22
May 6
TBD May
May 25

College Prep
Teleseminar
IB Exams (no classes for
juniors and seniors)
Senior Brunch, DoubleTree Greenwood
Village
Used book sale
DPS last day of classes for 2011-12

Welcome, one and all!
Get Involved! We need
you next school year to
continue the work of the
Parents Association in
helping GWIB remain
the outstanding
program it is. Spring is
the time to begin your
involvement so you can be ready for the fall school
year beginning.
Please take a moment to look at the list of Board
positions on the last page of this Broadcaster and
consider volunteering for one of the positions.
Parents of rising freshmen and sophomores are
particularly encouraged to join our team! If you
have any questions, please e-mail IBPA President
Kristi Butkovich at: kbutkovich@comcast.net.

Volunteer Proctors needed for IB Exams in May

Seniors and some juniors will be taking IB examinations during May. IBO has
stringent guidelines for the conduct of these exams, and meeting them is a
logistical challenge that Mrs. Geimer manages to meet every year – but she
needs our help to do it.
Parents, this is a golden opportunity to get an insider’s glimpse of the IB External Assessment experience.
Please consider volunteering to proctor (“invigilate,” in IB-speak) one or more of the May exams.

For more info and to volunteer to proctor, contact Elaine Tintera at dtelainet@msn.com

The Extended Essay Explained
At the core of the Hexagon lie the extended essay, CAS, and Theory of Knowledge. Any IB senior will be able to tell
you all about these elements, but some IB students may be in the dark about just how these elements ‘happen’ in the
IB years. The purpose here is to briefly outline the extended essay and address how our IB Program manages it.
The extended essay is “an in‐depth study of a focused topic chosen from the list of approved Diploma Program
subjects… it is intended to promote high level research and writing skills, intellectual discovery and creativity.” (Guide
to the extended essay, IBO 2009) IB considers it to be a key summative activity that reflects the attributes in the
Learner Profile that promote “independent learning and intellectual risk‐taking and extensive reflection; open
mindedness, balance, and fairness.” It is compulsory for the IB Diploma and a formal piece of scholarship of no more
than 4,000 words.
That’s IB’s definition. Our students are more likely to think “LONG, DIFFICULT PAPER.” The seniors will tell you that it
does loom large in the junior year, but by the end of the task, the extended essay becomes a work of pride and
passion. Seniors actually admit that they enjoyed the process, learned a great deal about research as well as their
topic, and are glad they did it.
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The process begins in the fall for juniors. GWIB holds the EXTENDED ESSAY EXTRAVAGANZA during which
we explain the rules for the essay, and the senior students provide details on how each chose a topic, did the
research, and produced the essay. The seniors offer advice on pitfalls to avoid, what they did well, and what they
would do differently if they were to do it again. This meets the IB regulation for Viva Voce, an interview with the
writer intended to provide reflection and evidence of ownership of the process.
After the “Extravaganza” each IB junior chooses an advisor who provides a year of ongoing advice and support.
Students establish a schedule for meeting periodically with their advisor. Junior IB students must declare their topic
before the end of the first semester and generally embark on research and analysis leading to the selection of a
research question.
In April, juniors visit the Auraria Library where they are introduced to a formal academic library. The Auraria
librarians present lectures on how to use a research library and small group session by subject that offer rich
suggestions for pursuing depth in evidence and information gathering. Students are allowed to check out materials
from the Auraria Library. After the Auraria visit, students begin writing their essays.
In May, juniors do not attend IB classes. Instead, they take whatever IB exams they have registered for, prepare for
and take their English Formal Oral exam, and write their extended essay. Each student meets regularly with his or her
advisor during this period and submits a credible draft at the end of the IB exam period. Students who do not submit
an essay may not continue as IB seniors. The final draft is due early in the fall of senior year and is mailed to
examiners world‐wide.

WHAT DO YOU MEAN,
THERE ARE NO IB CLASSES FOR
WHOLE MONTH OF MAY?
A primer for the parents of juniors and
seniors
You gaze at the calendar in disbelief. Your student regards it
with glee! Does it really mean that school’s out for the
summer when May begins? In a word – NO! So what are
students expected to be doing with all that time?
Seniors should be preparing for their IB exams, both on
their own and by attending review sessions as scheduled by
their IB teachers. Do not underestimate the power of these
reviews. Experience tells us that students who skip them do
so at their peril. Reviews include test strategies that
improve scores. This is not HL Math! Reviews = better exam
results = more points toward the IB diploma + possible
college credit (meaning tuition savings)!
Juniors should use their time in May to prepare for
whatever IB exams they are scheduled to take this year,
including attending review sessions. All juniors take
individually scheduled English orals during the IB exam
period. In addition, they are expected to use the time to
work on their extended essays (see page 4 of this
newsletter), to meet with their extended essay advisors as
necessary, and to turn in their extended essays to advisors
on May 24, between 7:30 AM and Noon. Juniors should also
be using their “free” time to get themselves up‐to‐date with
CAS requirements.

for absolutely no flexibility. If a student misses an exam for
any reason, the only options are to take it the following
November or May, or to forego the IB credit and the IB
diploma. This is not a GWIB rule; it comes from the IBO and
cannot be modified for weddings, graduations, illnesses,
etc.
Final notes: Some IB classes require a final during GW’s
exam week in late May. Students should make sure they
understand
each
teacher’s
expectations.
Class
attendance/absences and exam requirements for any non‐
IB classes must be worked out with individual teachers by
the student.
Think of May as a time to practice the kind of self‐discipline
and time management that college life will require!

Attention Senior Class of 2012!
Do you have fines or fees to pay? All fees
must now be paid in cash, and all
payments are due by Friday, April 27. You
may bring payment along with student ID
to the Treasurer’s office.

The IB exam schedule (which can be downloaded directly
from the IBO website in PDF form by clicking here) allows

http://www.georgeib.com
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CAS Fair and Senior
Presentations

(Ed. Note: this article is reprinted in its entirety from the March issue)

This event will take place on April 23, 2012 at 6:30 PM in the
cafeteria. All grades – 9th, 10th, and 11th are invited – both
students and parents. Parents of seniors are invited as well.
In the past, the CAS Fair was held in the fall as a separate event to expose students to
outside opportunities. This built enthusiasm. The final CAS requirement was a peer
interview giving each student the opportunity to share his/her CAS experience,
accomplishments, and reflections. This year, we have combined both events into one. This
creates a unique opportunity for the seniors and all the other IB students and parents,
including those about to undertake CAS requirements, to understand the CAS explorations
of this senior class and to explore the varied options available to start their own CAS
journeys.
Over 30 organizations will be in attendance. In addition, all class of 2012 seniors will be
present to share personal CAS experiences from the past two years
To receive an IB diploma, each student is required to complete three additional components
along with classroom work: an extended essay, a Theory of Knowledge (TOK) class and
project, and CAS requirements.
Creativity, Action, Service (CAS) is at the heart
of the International Baccalaureate Diploma
Program. It involves students in a range of
activities alongside their academic studies. The
three strands of CAS, which are interwoven with
particular activities, are characterized as follows:
Creativity: Arts and other experiences that
involve creative thinking
Action: Physical exertion contributing to a
healthy lifestyle, complementing academic work
elsewhere in the Diploma Program
Service: An unpaid and voluntary exchange that
has a learning benefit for the student.
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IB Office: 720-423-8626

CAS enables students to enhance their personal and interpersonal
development through experiential learning. At the same time it
provides an important counterbalance to the academic pressures of
IB. A good CAS program is both challenging and enjoyable, a
personal journey of self-discovery. Each individual student has a
different starting point, and therefore different goals and needs;
but for many, CAS activities include experiences that are profound
and life changing.
CAS activities must include:
•
•
•
•

Real, purposeful activities with significant outcomes
Personal challenge—tasks must extend the student and be achievable in scope
Thoughtful consideration, such as planning, reviewing progress, and reporting
Reflection on outcomes and personal learning

Juniors and seniors work with Ms. Lane to document and reflect on their experiences.
Their creativity takes the form of writing, music, dancing, acting, leadership, debate,
cooking, landscaping, student intern teaching, and even problem-solving in research
labs. Our seniors participated in every sport GWHS offers, often assuming a leadership
role on the team. They worked locally and globally on service projects. If you ever
thought that IB students would not have time to engage in activities outside the
classroom, you need to simply examine and appreciate CAS.
CAS is a unique and wonderful part of the IB experience.
—Leslie Lilly, IB Parent Association Board member

http://www.georgeib.com
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Speech and Debate
Congratulations, Patriots, for a great showing at the
speech and debate state qualifying tournament
March 2-3. Of special note is that all five of our PF
entries qualified! Highlights: Emma Thompson and
Miles Moore, Langston Williams and Eli Gordon, and
Jacob Waters and Aidan Murray were all undefeated
in Public Forum (PF) debate; Elijah Durso-Sabina was
undefeated in Lincoln-Douglas (LD) debate; Dan
Morgan-Russell again achieved "picket fences" (first
place in every round).
State Qualifying Tournament Results:
State Qualifiers:
PF: Emma Thompson and Miles Moore
Eli Gordon and Langston Williams
Jack Kealey and Dylan Hertel
Aidan Murray and Jacob Waters
Alastair Laing and Quinton Frahm
LD: Elijah Durso-Sabina
Matt Zavislan
Nate Bloom
CX (Policy): Lucy Shen and Sarah Pierce
Original Oratory (OO): Ben Reilly
Tory Rowe
Cassie Neslin
US Extemp: Margaret Schaack
Suzanna Steele
International Extemp: Dan Morgan-Russell
Anna Krauss
Jack Glaser
Poetry: Amira Otmane

State Championship Results:
Champion/1st Place:
Dan Morgan-Russell, International Extemporaneous
Speaking
2nd Place:
Langston Williams and Eli Gordon, Public Forum
Debate
Semifinals (tied for 3rd):
Dylan Hertel and Jack Kealey, Public Forum Debate
8th Place:
Jack Glaser, International Extemporaneous Speaking
10th Place:
Margaret Schaack, US Extemporaneous Speaking
Octafinals (9th – 16th place, not ranked):
Jacob Waters and Aidan Murray, Public Forum Debate
Sextodecimalfinals:
Elijah Durso-Sabina, Lincoln-Douglas Debate

Go Patriots!
GWIBGWIBGWIBGWIBGWIB

In all, GWSD sent 24 students to the State
tournament March 16-17 in Ft. Collins. More than
500 students from 79 high schools competed at the
event. Ten Patriots finished in the elimination
rounds. Congratulations to all our competitors, to
coach Maryrose Kohan, and assistant coach Greg
Sobetski! Senior Dan Morgan-Russell successfully
defended his 2011 state championship in
International Extemp, again bringing back-to-back
state championships to GW. Last year, CXers Miles
Owens and Sam Clark were back-to-back state
champs and then went on to become national
champs.

6

IB Office: 720-423-8626

5th Annual

GO GREEN DAY
GW’S DAY OF SERVICE

Saturday
st
April 21
9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Tree Leaders arrive at 8:30 a.m.
Lunch provided

Meet in the north lobby
Wear closed-toe shoes, long sleeves & long pants
For TREE PLANTING
and other landscaping work
Sponsored by the GW Grounds & Gateway Committee

Keep GW green!
Questions: contact Lee Ann at leeannh@earthlink.net, or
Elise Krumholz at elise_krumholz@dpsk12.org

http://www.georgeib.com
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Olivia Czufin — Greenhouse
Scholars Finalist
Olivia Czufin has been selected as a Greenhouse
Scholars Finalist. Bess Moodie of Greenhouse
Scholars wrote Ms. Geimer to inform her of this
selection, and stated that “the selection process
has been extremely competitive this year, and our
pool of finalists is
composed of
Colorado’s
most
promising
students and
young leaders.” Olivia
and the other finalists are being interviewed in
April for this comprehensive program providing
not only financial support, but also mentoring,
peer support, networking, leadership training,
internships and more.

Congratulations, Olivia!

GWIBGWIBGWIBGWIBGWIB

Alumna Awarded Scholarship
Joanna Foote, GWIB class of 2009, has been awarded
a scholarship by the Harry S. Truman Scholarship
Foundation. Ms. Foote is an International Culture
and Politics major at Georgetown University. You can
read more about her plans and goals by clicking here.

The Truman Scholarship Foundation’s mission is “to
find and recognize college juniors with exceptional
leadership potential who are committed to careers in
government, the nonprofit or advocacy sectors,
education or elsewhere in the public service; and to
provide them with financial support for graduate
study, leadership training, and fellowship with other
students who are committed to making a difference
through public service.”
Congratulations, Joanna!
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From the Friends of IB Scholars Foundation President
Dear IB Families,
Your past generosity to the Friends of IB Scholars Foundation has
provided the IB program at George Washington High School with funds
critical to supporting our students, teachers, and staff. We now come to you in a time of
very pressing needs.
Due to budget cutbacks at DPS and a shortfall of funds in the IB Foundation, two critical
components of the IB program are lacking support. We are asking you to help us remedy
this situation by a targeted fundraising drive, or both face severe cutbacks.
First, Dr. Joyti More’s chemistry courses require $5,000 to pay for equipment and supplies.
If not provided, both her basic and high-level chemistry classes will not meet the standards
of IB and, therefore, not serve your students’ needs. She relies on IB funding each year for
her classes, but this time around we are just short of money to provide her and her
students with the resources they need.
Second, Rusty Haynes has been our college counselor for years. From his decades of
experience in the college preparatory vocation, he provides expert advice in the
preparation and planning for college, as well as guidance through the application process.
Included in his many duties are numerous one-on-one coaching sessions with students,
groups meetings with students and parents, and pointers on the best fit for schools,
financial aid, and other matters. In the past, we have compensated him $9,000, but this
year, we just can’t do it.
We ask you to donate at least $50 for these programs that all of our kids benefit from. As
you will realize, this is not a whole lot to ask. For those of you who can do more, please do
so; surely, a contribution of $100 or $250, or more, for these essential programs is possible
for many of us.
Please send your contribution to: Janice Thomas, Treasurer, Friends of IB
Scholars Foundation, 1634 S. Leyden St., Denver, CO 80224 OR donate online
on our secure payment system, and simply indicate your desire for the funds
to go to the Targeted Chemistry/Counselor Drive at:
https://secure.qgiv.com/cps_donors/index.php?key=friendsofib
Thank you for your support – we need it!

—Tom Zeiler

http://www.georgeib.com
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THE IB COLLEGE COUNSELING CORNER
Congratulations SENIORS! You survived the application process and the waiting! Now that April is here, you finally have answers
from all your colleges. Here’s your college to-do list for April:
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

Inform Ms. Lane in the IB Office of your final decision ASAP (Marjorie_Lane@dpsk.org).
Enter all decision, financial aid and scholarship information into your Naviance account.
If you have not made your final decision, compare your “yes” schools (and their aid offers) very carefully so that you
commit to the one that truly fits you the best.
You may want to appeal low financial awards if you have a better offer elsewhere.
If you accept a place on the wait list at your first choice school, follow it up promptly with a letter of VERY strong
interest that includes any new positive information for your application, and/or a campus interview if you haven’t had
one and/or a new and exciting letter of recommendation—but put down a deposit at your best-fit “yes” school at the
same time.
If you will be taking a gap year, call AND write your college about your plan.
Be sure to reply to ALL offers of admission ASAP (and definitely by May 1) so that students who are on wait lists do not
have their suspense needlessly prolonged.
Complete housing, orientation, course placement and all other forms from your college sooner rather than later.
Choice spots are generally allotted on a first-come, first-served basis.
Seek help from Mr. Haynes, Ms. Geimer and Ms. Lane as needed to get through these last steps.
Thank all the people who helped you with this process—Ms. Geimer, Ms. Lane, Mr. Haynes, Mr. Jennings, teachers,
outside recommenders, coaches, parents…etc.
Call in to our final teleseminar, “How to Survive Your First Year of College,” on April 17 (see below for information).

JUNIORS, you’re almost rising seniors and your lives are getting really interesting. You’ve been introduced to Naviance and you
and your parents are learning about the general procedures and timelines for the application process. The next steps are simple
but critical. From this point on, time begins to matter, so being in control of the process and keeping up with it are both
important. Here's a checklist of some things to think about for the spring and summer ahead:
•
•

•
•
•

•
•
•
•

•
•
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Create or update your personal résumé.
If you have not already done so, schedule an interview with Ms. Geimer. You’ll be providing her with specifics she will
use to write your letter of recommendation, and your résumé will help with this process. Ms. Geimer will not be
available for interviewing in May because her time is committed to conducting the IB exams.
Prepare for the upcoming, mandatory junior ACT this month.
Register for the ACT plus Writing, the SAT Reasoning Test and/or the SAT Subject Tests as recommended by your
schools-of-interest (SOIs).
Bookmark the websites (and admissions pages) for your SOIs and browse them often to become familiar with their
admission requirements, procedures, deadlines, etc., as well as with general information about each school. Deadlines
and procedures can change from year to year, so you need to stay up to date.
Plan campus visits.
Book an appointment with Mr. Haynes, if you haven’t already done so, to discuss your interests and the ‘right fit” for
your future school: collegemasters@comcast.net, 719-232-5303 or 719-576-9487.
Work on your college essay.
Develop a list of schools to which you may want to apply. Ultimately, you’ll want to include a “dream” school and a
“safety” school in the list. And remember that “dream” and “safety” don’t mean the same thing to every applicant, nor
should they!
Talk to teachers about writing recommendations for you. Colleges, if they want them at all, usually require that these
come from teachers you’ve had during junior and senior year. Give them a copy of your résumé.
If you’re interested in financial aid, begin searching for scholarship, grant and loan help that may be right for you.
Parents, this is an area where you can and should provide help and support.
IB Office: 720-423-8626

•

Continue working hard in all of your classes. This is the last semester that will be included on the transcript that will
accompany the Secondary School Report Form and recommendation letter from Ms. Geimer in the fall. (Grades from
fall of senior year—AKA the Mid-Year Report—will be sent to colleges in January.)

SOPHOMORES, keep up your grades, follow your interests and take advantage of whatever opportunities for personal
development come your way. Plan to meet some CAS requirements this summer—you’ll be glad you did, once the junior year
course load hits.
FRESHMEN, remember that this year’s grades will follow you all the way through senior year as part of your high school
transcript. Make this a year to be proud of. Stay involved in your classes, in extracurricular activities and in your community,
doing things you care about and/or that you want to learn more about. Keep up some involvements over the summer.
College Prep Presentations
Our Tele-Seminars with IB College Counselor Rusty Haynes are a great way to gather lots of information from the comfort of
your own home. Our final topic of the 2011-2012 academic year is “How to Survive Your First Year of College.” It will be
presented on April 17, 2012.
You can access the Tele‐Seminar in one of three ways:
1. Telephone mode only:
A. Call 712‐432‐0900 and enter the passcode 303332.
the left.

B. Download PowerPoint presentation slides at GWIB's website www.georgeib.com under the

College Prep tab on

2. Online “live slide presentation” with telephone conferencing:
A. Log on to www.freeconferencing.com.
B. Select "Participant Login."
C. Fill in Meeting ID "509‐996‐23‐9" plus your email and your name.
D. FreeScreenSharing software will install on your computer.
E. Call 712‐432‐0900 and enter the passcode 303332 to hear audio.
3. Recorded presentation:
The recorded presentation will be accessible as an mp3 file that is downloadable to your computer or mp3 player the following
day. Go to GWIB's website www.georgeib.com and click on the College Prep tab on the left.
Need more information? Log on to www.georgeib.com and click on the College Prep tab on the left.
Don’t have internet or long distance? Send your questions about accessing these presentations to Shelly Moorman at
slmoorman@comcast.net or 303‐696‐6781.
Standardized Testing Dates:
ACT Date

Registration

June 9, 2012

May 4, 2012

SAT Dates

Test

Regular Registration

Late Registration (fee applied)

May 5, 2012

SAT and Subject Tests

April 6, 2012

April 20, 2012

June 2, 2012

SAT and Subject Tests

May 8, 2012

May 22, 2012
—Rebekah Spetnagel

http://www.georgeib.com
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Contact Information
2011-2012 IB Parents Association Board of Directors
President
President-Elect
Secretary/Historian
Treasurer
Senior Brunch Chair
Student Directory Chair
Teacher Appreciation-Chair
Eighth Grade Welcome Fest Chair
Freshman Orientation Chair
IB Ambassadors Chair
Broadcaster Editor
CSC Representative
Photographer
Picnic Chair
Proctor Coordinator
Spring Book Sale & Buy Back
College Counseling

Alumni Representative
Distinguished Teacher Chair
Volunteer Coordinator Chair
Web Site & Public Relations
Friends of IB Foundation President
Friends of IB Foundation Secretary

Kristi Butkovich, 303-829-4414, kbutkovich@comcast.net
open
Leslie Lilly, snillow @comcast.net
Janice Thomas, 303-757-1624, janicekempthomas@yahoo.com
John Murray second semester
Julia Fitzpatrick, juliafitzpatrick@msn.com
Gail Saxton 303-377-2955, gailsaxton@comcast.net
Leslie Lilly, snillow @comcast.net
Linda Williams, 303-752-2477, lindasue222@comcast.net
open
Cora Neslin, 303-722-7238, dcnesl@comcast.net
Paul Day-Lucore, 303-361-6480, pkdaylu@gmail.com
Kristi Butkovich, 303-829-4414, kbutkovich@comcast.net
Alexandra Wollins, 9knots@comcast.net
Jody Kerr
Elaine Tintera, dtelainet@msn.com

Kathryn Stieneker

Shelly Moorman, Chair, slmoorman@comcast.net
Peggy Morse, pegmorse@gmail.com
Rebekah Spetnagel, rebekah@otmenu.com
Linda During
open
open
Kelly Morrison, 303-393-8604, kellymorrison2@gmail.com
Tom Zeiler, thomaswilliamzeiler@gmail.com

____________________________________________________________________________________________

IB Coordinator
IB Administrative Assistant
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Suzanne Geimer, 720-423-8626, Suzanne_Geimer@dpsk12.org
Marjie Lane, 720-423-8673, Marjorie_Lane@dpsk12.org

IB Office: 720-423-8626

